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TRANSLATOR's PREFACE. 


IHE following work was found in the 

1 library of an ancient Catholic family 
in the north of England. It was printed at 
Naples, in the black letter, in the year 1529. 


How much ſooner it was written does not 


appear. The principal incidents are ſuch 
as were believed in the darkeſt ages of 
Chriſtianity, but the language and con- 
duct have nothing that ſavours of barba- 
riſm. The ſtile is the pureſt [alies.. If 
the ſtory was written near the time when 
it is ſuppoſed to have happened, it muſt 
have been between 1095, the æra of the 
firſt cruſade, and 1243, the date of the laft, 
or not long afterwards. There is no other 
circumſtaace in the work, that can lead us 
to gueſs at the period in which the ſcene is 
laid: The names of the actors are evidently 
fictitious, and probably diſguiſed on pur- 
poſe : Yet the Spaniſb names of the domeſ- 
tics ſeem to indicate that this work was not 


22 compoſed, 


7 a 4 8 We * f bis * E * 3 * 1 - £ + 
— ole os 16 Se = my + _ % 
* — 
— » » » —ͤ 5 anne — 1 1 4 * * 1 


A compoſed, until the eſtabliſhment- of the 
Arragonian Rings in Naples had: maderipl 


#4; appellations familiar in that country. 
The beauty ofthe diction, and the 2cal % 
the Author I mederated, however, by fin- 
gular judgment] concur to make me thinks 
thatthe: date of the compoſition was little 
antecedent to that of the impreifion. Let 
tung wert then: in theit moſt flouriſhing ſtate 
in Mah, and contributed to diſpel the ene 
precof fuperitition; at that time ſo forcibly- 
attacked-by the reformers. It is flot uno 
Hkely that an artful prieſt might endeavour 
to turn their o.¼n arms on the inhovatorsy: 


and might avail himſelf of his abilities las 


am author to confirm the populace in their 
ancient errors and pen Münz, this 
was his view, he has certainly acted wich: 
ſignal. addreis. Such a work as the tollow=: 
og word: enſlave a hundre <d vulgar minds 
beyond- half the books of controverly that. 
have been written from the I” of Luder 
to che preſent hour. A 705 1 799 
This ſolution of the aber? Sit ares, Is 
however offered as a mere: conjecture; ! 
Wbate ver his views were, or whatever ef 
fects the; execution of them might have 
Len be laid before the public 
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ati pteſent as a. matter of entertain 
Evenolas uch ſome” apology fbr c ne. 
ceffarye : Miracles, viſionsg e neE,] aof 
dreams, and other preternatufal events, art 
exploded now even from romances. That 
was not the caſe when our author wrote 3 
much leſs when the ſtory itſelf is ſuppoſes 
to have har d. Belief in every hind 
prudigy Was ſd eſtabliſhed in thoſe dark 
ages, chat an author would net be faithful 
to ctheo manners! of the times, who ſhould; 
omit all mention of them, Hebis nor 
bound to believe them himſelf, but he tiruſt 
re preſent chis actors as befieving them. 05 
alf this air of the miracullus is excuſetij the 
reader wilb find norhing elfe unworthys of 
his peruſal. Allow the poſſibility of the 
facts, and all the actors comport themſelves 
as) Perſons would do in their”: fitnation/! 
Fhere is no bombaſt, no ſimiles, flowers 
digteſſions, or unneceſſary deſeriptions i E 
very thing tends directly to the cataſtrophea 
Never is the reader's attention relaxed 
Therrules of the drama are almoſt obſerved 
throughout the conduct of the plece Phe! 
characters are Well drawn, and fill bettet“ 
maintained. Terror, the author's principal! 
engine, prevents the ſtoryt from ever ER 
44 | guiching 5 


vi 
and it is ſo often tra 4 
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Mo tering 125 92 N 
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one el ich wo We ſcrigus, for 
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but: N ad maivete, and W 


ticular,” the womaniſh terror an A bib ö 
pe Banca, in the laſt chapter, cone 


ſentially towards advancing the cataſtrophe., 


I is natural for a tranſlatar to. | S Hrejur 
Kerr in favour of his adopted works More. 
artial readers may nor be 4 ſo much fir ruck. 
with. the beauties of this piece as I. was. 
Vet 1 am not blind to my author's defects. 
I*tould wiſh he had grounded his plan on a. 
more vicful moral than this; that e nt 
of -fathers are wiſited on 1 their children, 4% the 
ind end fourth gencration. I doubt. whe- 
ther, in bis time, any more than w Prelent,, 
ambition curbed its a appetite of  dominzgu. 
from the” dread” 'of ſo remote a yet" 


ment. ; And! yer this 7 moral 1s. weakened: by, 
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W SR "he better of the ff ment. 1115 
8 fax 19 3 W ang with all its faul ts 
ies _ "no doubt bur the Engliſh reader, will, 


Naled with a fight of this e 
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BY 
fps of the ſentiments, exempr. 
4555 e, cenſure to which, romances ; 
MEA Should it meet, with. 
et bed hope for, I may be encouraged, 
Ma Re Wh ihe. 12 ginal VLalian, thou 8 
= VI nd; to "xv my own la 


TAVD Dur lang uage al far ſhort of the hee ef 


11916 þf the 4 7, both for variet 17. 
ruck. ony. 9 The latter is a ee 


* wr relate” without falling too low or xiſing 
On ate Hig hy a a faulc. obviouſly occaſioned by. 
tb hs little late taken to ſpeak pure language 
0 dhe n tommbn. converſation. Italian or 
Where 8 of : any, rank piques es himſelf on 
elent, peaky ing his hi is own. tongue correctly and with 
Ace bpice.“ 1 cannot flatter myſelf. with bay»: 


iche Ang done juſtice. to my author in this, fee, 
ech dx . A Hh ſtile is as elegant, as his con- 
that duct 


Vutue that are ene „an 1 5 
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le narrative, Ik is difficult in E- 
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duct of che paſſions is maſterly It is piỹ 
Togo nov. apply his talents to what 
were evidently proper for, the the FP 
'P will detain the reader no "longer, . 
to make one" ſhort rema ck. Thouph" 
macbinery is 8 and we names 
ors imaginary, ot but believe, 
Aae ern of 8 s founded 
on truth. The ſcene is undöubtedty kal th 
ſome real caſtle. The author Rems fer 
quenily. without deſign, to ideſcribe par- 
ticular Ehen, The _ ſays: hes, n 
the right-hand, the door on the left-hand the 
Aber from the chapel to Conrad's” hap. 
ment: Theſe and other paſſages are — 
hey P Re gden, that the author had ſome 
in building in his eye. Curious cxfons 
ae leiſure to employ in Bj re- 
ſearches, may poſſibly eder in the Ha. 
lian writers the foundation on which our 
author has built. If a cataſtrophe, at all 
reſembling that which he deſcribes, is be: 
lie ved to 1 * given riſe to this work, it 
will contribute to intereſt the reader, and 
will make the caſtle of Om. a * more 
moving ſtory. 
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ou MANFRED, Prince of Otranto, had 
W M one ſon and one daughter: The lat- 
| 4, 14399] | ter a moſt beautiful virgin, aged eigh- 
teen, was called Matilla. Conrad, the fon, was 
three years younger, a homely youth, ſickly, 
and of no promiſing diſpoſition ; yet he was the 
darling of his father, who never ſhowed any 
b B ſymptoms 


A at 
3 
i * 
. 
* . 
pl 
nn. 
1 4 
* 
: N 
Fs 
4 
a” 
4 
} s 
o 
* 
[7 
x 
2 
* — 
1 
; 
8 
. 
3 
3 
8 
oy a3 
] 
© S - 
L 
N 
. 
's W.. 
25 o 
. 


= 
ſymptoms of affection to Matilda. Manfred had 
contracted a marriage for his ſon with the Mar- 
quis of Vicenza's daughter, Iſabella; and ſhe 


had already been delivered by her guardians into 
the hands of Manfred, that he might celebrate 


the wedding as ſoon as Conrad's inſirm ſtate of 
health would permit. Adanfred*s impatience for 
this ceremonial was remarked by his family and 
neighbours. The former indeed,” apprehending 
the ſeverity of their Prince's diſpoſition; did not 
dare to utter their ſurmiſes on this Neat 

Hippolita, his wife, an amiable lady, did ſome- 

times venture to repreſent the danger of marry⸗ 
ing their only ſon ſo early, conſidering his great 
youth, and greater infirmities; but ſhe never 
received any other anſwer than reflections on het 
own ſterility, who had given him but one heir. 
His tenants and ſubjects were leſs cautious in 
their diſcourſes: They attributed this haſty 
wedding to the Prince's dread of ſeeing accom- 


have 1 that the and Loruſbip of 


8 Otranto | 


pliſhed an ancient prophecy, which was ſaid" to | 


&s =& was & +.% & 
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Otranto ſuν,s paſs from the preſent family, when-: 
eder the real ouner ſhould be grown" 100: large to in- 
habit it. It was difficult to make any ſenſe of 


chis prophecy; and ſtill leſs eaſy to conceive 


what it had to do with the marriage in queſtion. 
Vet theſe myſteries, or contradictions, did not 
make the populace adhere the leſs to their opi- 
Voung Comrad's birth-day was fixed for his 
eſpouſals. The company was aſſembled in the 
chapel of the Caſtle, and every thing ready for 
beginning the divine office, when Conrad himſelf 
was miſſing. - Manfred impatient of the leaft 
delay, and who had not obſerved his ſon retire, 
diſpatched one of his attendants to ſummon the 
young Prince. The ſervant, who had not ſtaid 


2 ba. 74S © ©. 


long enough to have croſſed the court to Conrad's 


apartment, came running back breathleſs, in 4 
frantic manner, his eyes ſtaring, and foaming 
at the mouth. He ſaid nothing, but pointed to 
the court. The company were ſtruck with ter- 
Tor, and amazement. The Princeſs Hippalila, 

B 2 without 
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without knowing a was the matter, but : anxi- 3 
ous for her ſon, ſweoned away. 2 Janfred, let 
apprehenſive than enraged at the procraſtination 
of the nuptials, and at the folly « of his domeſtic, | 
aſked i imperiouſly, what was the matter! The | 


"23 537, 


Fellow made no anſwer, but continued pointing 


towards the court-yard ; ; and at laſt, aſter re- 


5 


xeated queſtions put to him, cried out, oh. ! The 


belmet! the helmet! In the mean time, ſame 
of the company had run into the court, from 
whence Was heard a conſuled: noiſe of Hhrieks, 
horror, and ſurpriſe. Manfred, who began to 


be alarmed at not ſeeing his ſon, went himſelf 


to get information of what occaſioned this ſtrange 


confuſion, Matilda remained endeavouring to 


aſſiſt her mother, and 1/abe{la ſtaid for the ſeme 


purpoſe, and to avoid ſhowing any impatience 


for the bridegroom, for whom, in truth, the 


had conceived little affection. 


Ihe firſt thing that ſtruck Manfreds eyes 


was a groupe of his ſervants endeavouring to 


raiſe ſomething that appeared to him a mountain 


I _ of | 


his fight. 


151 


of "le plumes. He gazed without believing 
What are ye doing ? cried Manfred 
wrathfully where is my ſon? A volley of voices 
replied, Oh My Lord! The Prince ! | the 
Prince, the helmet ! the helmet ! ſhocked with 
theſe lamentable ſounds, and dreading he knew 
not what; he advanced haſtily, — but what a 


fight for à father's eyes! — he beheld his child 


daſhed to pieces, and almoſt buried under art 


enormous helmet, an hundred times more large 


45 
ſhaded with a eee quantity of "black 
feathers. ; 


than any caſque ever miade for human being, 


The horror of the Pektusle, the ignorance of 


all around how this misfortune had happened, 


and above all, the tremendous phznomenon 


before him, took away the Prince's ſpeech. 
Yet his ſilence laſted longer than even grief 


could occaſion. He fixed his eyes on what he 
wiſhed in vain to believe a viſion ; and ſeemed 
leſs attentive to his loſs, than buried in medi- 
tation on the ſtupendous object that had occa- 


53 {loned 


16 | 
foned it. He touched, he examined the fatal | 
caſque; nor could even the bleeding mangled 
remains of the young Prince, divert the eyes of 
Minfred from the portent before him. All 
who had known his partial fondneſs for young 
Conrad, were as much ſurprized at their Prince's | 
inſenſibility, as thunder- ſtruck themſelves at 
the miracle of the helmet. They conveyed the ; 
_ disfigured corpſe into the hall, without receiving | 
the leaſt direction from Manfred. As little was 
he' attentive to the Ladies who remained in the | 
chapel: On the contrary, without mentioning | 
the unhappy Princeſſes, his wife and daughter, 
the firſt ſounds that dropped from Manfred's lips 
were, take care of the lady Jabella. 

The domeſtics, without obſerving the ſingu- 


larity of this direction, were guided by their 
affection to their miſtreſs, to conſider it as pecu- 
Harly addreſſed to her ſituation, and flew to ber 
aſſiſtance. They conveyed her to her chamber 
more dead than alive, and indifferent to all the | 
ſtrange circumflances ſhe heard, except the 
1 death | 
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death of her ſon. + Matilaa, who doated on her 
mother, ſmothered; her own grief and amaze- 
ment, and thought of nothing but aſſiſting and 


of 

all comforting her afflicted parent. Iſabella, who 
ng had been treated by Hippolita like a daughter, 
e's and who returned that tenderneſs with equal 
at duty and affection, was ſcarce leſs aſſiduous 
the about the Princeſs; at the ſame time endea- 


row which ſhe ſaw Matilda ſtrove to ſuppreſs, 


the for whom ſhe had conceived the warmeſt ſym- 
ing pathy of friendſhip. Yet her own ſituation could 
er, not help finding its place in her thoughts. She 
lips felt no concern for the death of young Conrad, 
except commiſeration ; and ſhe was not forry 
zu · to be delivered from a marriage which had pro- 
\cir miſed her little felicity, either from her deſtined 


ou - I bridegroom, or from the ſevere temper of Man- 


her red, who, though he had diſtinguiſhed her by 
er great indulgence, had imprinted her mind with 
terror, from his cauſeleſs rigour to ſuch amiabie 
Princeſſes as Hippolita and Matilda, "= 
Fr By | & 


vouring to partake and leſſen the weight of fot» 


181 
While the Ladies were conveying the wretchetl ho 
mother to her bed, Manfred remained in the Wh 
court, gazing on the ominous caſque, and re- co 
gardleſs of the crowd which the: ſtrangeneſs of al 
the event had now aſſembled around him. The f th 
few; words, he articulated, tended: ſolely to in- hi 
quiries; whether any man knew: from whence hi 
it could have come? Nobody could give him in 
the leaſt information. However, as it ſeemed m 
to be the ſole object of his curioſity, it ſoon g 
became ſo to ihe reſt of the ſpectators, whoſe Nec 
conjectures were as abſurd and improbable, as m 
the cataſtrophe itſelf : was unprecedented. In 9 
the midſt of their ſenſeleſs gueſſes, a young pea- 
fant, whom rumour had drawn thither from a 
neighbouring village, obſerved that the mira 
culous helmet was exactly like that on the figure 
in black marble of Alfonſo the Good, one of 
their former Princes, in the church of St. Ni- 
chalas, Villain! What ſayeſt thou! cried Man- 
Fed, ſtarting. from his trance in a tempeſt of 


rage, and ſeizing the young man by the collar; 


7 nn, how 
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now dareſt thou utter ſuch treaſon? thy li for 
mall pay for it. The ſpectators, who as little 
comprehended the cauſe of the Princeꝰ's fury as 
all the reſt they had ſeen, were at a loſs to unravel 
mis new circumſtance. The young © peaſant 
himſelf was fill more aſtoniſhed, not conceiving 
how he had) offended the Prince: Vet recollect- 
r 
mility, he diſengaged himſelf from Manfreds 
gripe, and then with an obeiſanee, which Uiſ- 
covered more jealouſy of innocence, than dif- 
may; he afked, with reſpet, of what he was 
guilty !- Manfred, more enraged at the vigoul! 
however decently exerted, with which the young 
man had ſhaken off his hold, than appeaſed by 
his ſubmiſſion, ordered his attendants to ſeize 
him; and, if he had not been withheld by lis 
friends, whom he had invited to the nuptials, 
would have poignarded the peaſant in their arms. 
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During this altercation, ' ſome of the vul- 
gar ſpectators had run to the great church, 
which ſtood near the caſtle, and came back 


5 | open- 


* 


open-mouthed, declaring,” that he helmet: wa er 
miſſing from Aſſenſos ſtatue. Manfred, at chi! he 


ſant, crying, Villain]! Monſter !]! Sorcerer ! tis 


diſcharge their bewildered reaſonings, caught 
the words from the mouth of their Lord, and 


* af ſo prodigious a weight. a. ind 


[ 10 1 : 


news, grew perfectly frantic ; and, as if hel liſ 


fought a ſubject: on which to vent the tempeſ br. 
within him, he ruſhed again on the young pea- 


The mob, who wanted ſome object within the 


re-ecchoed, ay, ay; *tis he, tis he: He has 
ſtolen the helmet from good A fanſo's tomb, and 
daſhed out the brains of our young Prince with 
it, — never reflecting how enormous the diſpro- 
portion was between the marble helmet that 
bad been in the church, and that of ſteel before 
their eyes; nor how impoſſible it was for a youth, 
ſeemingly. not twenty, to weild a piece of ar- Yr 


Ihe folly of theſe, ejaculations brought Man- 
opts to n Vet whether provoked at the 
1 peaſant 


at having obſerved the bediene between 
nn two helmets, and thereby led to the farther 
Y Wiccovery of the abſence of that in the church; 
s xr. wiſhing to bury any freſh rumours under ſo 
; Impertinent a ſuppoſition; he gravely pronounced 
i l hat the young man was certainly a negro- 
Fnancer, and that till he church could take eog- 
izance of the affair, he would have the Ma- 
Fician, whom they had thus detected, kept pri- 
oner under the helmet itſelf; which he ordered 
his attendants to raiſe,” and place the young man 
ader it; declaring he ſhould be kept there 
without food, with which his own infernal art 
might furniſh him. [ts] 
It was in vain for the youth to repreſent againſt 
his prepoſterous ſentence : In vain did Man- 
Hed's friends endeavour to divert him from this 
h, ſavage and ill-grounded reſolution. The gene- 
Frality were charmed with their Lord's deciſion, 


which, to their apprehenſions, carried great 
an- appearance of juſtice, as the Magician was to 
the de puniſhed by the very inſtrument with Which 


e he 


1421 
he had offended: Nor were they ſttuck with ne 
the leſt compunction at the probability of th 
youth being ſtarved, ; for they firmly believed 
that, by bis diabolical kit, he could mw 97 W 
ply Himſelf with nutriment. 
Manfred thus faw his commands even chear 
fully obeyed, and appointing a guard with Ki} 
orders to prevent any food being conveyed to 
the priſonet; he diſmiſſed his friends and at- 
tendants, and retired to his own chamber, afterl 
locking the gates of the caſtle, in which he 
ſuffered none but his domeſties to remain. 


In the mean time, the care and zeal of the 
young Ladies had brought the Princeſs Hi Hippalital 
to herſelf, who amidſt the tranſports of her own 
ſorrow, frequently demanded news of her Lord, 
would have diſmiſſed her attendants to watch! 
over him, and at laſt enjoined Matilua to leave 
her, and viſit and comfort her father. Matilda, 
| Who' wanted no affectionate duty to Manfred, 
though ſhe trembled at his auſterity, obeyed the | 
orders of f 71ppolita, whom ſhe tenderly recom- 
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gended to Jalella; and enquiring of the do- 
neftics for her father, was informed that he was 
Jetired to bis chamber, and had commanded 
fut | that nobody ſhould have admittance to him. 
oncluding that he was immerſed in ſorroyy for 
he death of her brother, and fearing to re- 
ew bis tears by the ſight, of his ſole remaining 
bild, ſhe heſitated whether ſhe ſhould break 
n upon his affliction; yet ſolicitude for him, 
acked by the commands of her mother, en- 
uraged,, her to venture diſobeying the orders 
e had given, a fault ſhe had never been guilty 
f beſore. The, gentle timidity of her, nature 
ade her pauſe for ſome minutes at his door, 
he heard him. traverſe his chamber backwards 
nd farwards with diſordered ſteps; a mood which 
acreaſed, her apprehenſions. She was bow 
ver juſt going to beg admittance, when, Man- 


red ſuddenly opened his door; and as it was, 
ow twilight, concurring with the diſorder of 
is mind, he did not diſtinguiſh the perſon, but 
ſked angrily, who it was ? Matilda replied 

trembling, 


[24 ] 
trembling, my deareſt father, it is I, you vor 
daughter. Manfred ſtepping back haſtily cried 4 
Begone, I do not want a daughter; and linein ; 
back. abruptly, clapped the door FO the t an 
Ib ien, „ obige 

She was too well acipuiainted with her father Wc 
Ae to venture a ſecond intruſton. Whei 
| ſhe had a little recovered the ſhock of ſo bitter 
a reception, ſhe wiped away her tears to pre 
vent che additional ſtab that the knowledge d 
it would give to Hippolita, who queſtioned het eli 
in the moſt anxious terms on the health of Man an 
Fred, and how he bore his loſs. Matilda aſſureſ 
her he was well, and ſupported his misfortund 
with manly fortitude. But will he not let mil 
fee him? faid Fippolita mournfully; will he no 


permit me to blend my tears with his, and ſhef 1 
a mother's ſorrows in the boſom of her Lord [ on 


Or do you deceive me, Matilda? I know how 
Manfred doated on his ſon: Is not the, trokd 
too heavy for him? has he not ſunk under F 
— You do not anſwer me — alas]! I, dread the 
| | | worlt } 


[ 2s ] 

Vorſt ! —raiſe me, my maidens; I will, I will 
ee my Lord. Bear me to him inſtantly: He 
deater to mme even than my children. Ma- 
la made ſigns to Tfabella to prevent Hippolita's 
iſing; and both thoſe lovely young women 
vere uſing their gentle violence to ſtop and 
alm the Princeſs, when a ſervant, on the part 
pe ann arrived and told Jabella that Hib 
Lord demanded to ſpeak with her. 


ner elieved by a (meſſage from her Lord: Manfred 
Fannot ſupport the ſight of his own family; He 
inks you leſs diſordered than we are, and 
Wreads| the ſhock of my grief. Conſole him, 


un anguiſh rather than add to his. 

As it was now evening, the a 
Jonducted 7/abella, bore a torch before her. 
1 hen they came to Manfred, who was walking 
patiently about the gallery, he ſtarted and 
Eid haſtily, take away that light, and begone. 
rſt L 


"hed EY the door impetuouſly, he flung 


With me cried Jabela. Go, "ſaid Hypo, 


ear Iſalella, and tell him I will ſmother * | 


* 5 himſelf 


I 
di gdf upon a bench againſt ſhe wa n bd 
ſas abella fat, by, him. She obeyedi (healing. 
nt for-you, Lady, ſaid hezeandit 
ager great appearance of: confuſion.” My Lark 
en, A ſent for you on-a matter of great mo- 
ment, reſumed he, dry your s, young 
1 adj—y9u have loſt your bridegroom: 


1 41 $4 


"or fate} and I have. 1oſt che hapgs: ahoby 
race but Conrad was not won af wh 
Wp en | my Le, fad {tel 
you do ngt ſuſpect me of not feeling che ce ncert 
I: ought :. * jury and affection would: have 
always A think no more of him, interrupted 
MMavfred ;; he was a wſickly puny child, andahea- 
ven has perhaps taken him away, that I. might 
| e * —— why my ys frail a 


we ehen om fooliſh, copies Hi _ 
ee eyes of my prudence. but it is 


hetter as it is. I hope, in a ſew years, to have 
ee Wen at the death of cmd. e 
e ee Vie 18 WR any bo WI Word 
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Word. cannot paltit che aſtonithiicnt of I. 

4 A1 firſt! me spprebended thit grief bas 
diſordered Manfreds underſtanding, | Her next 
thought ſuggeſted that this ſtrange diſcourſe was 

deſigned to enſnare her: She feared that Mm. 
faul had perceived her indifference for his fort: 
And in conſequerice of that idea ſhe feplied, 
Good my Lord, do not doubt my tenderneſs: 
My heart would have accompanied my hahd. 
Cimrad would have engroſſed all my care; and 
wherever fate ſhall diſpoſe of me, I ſhall always 
cheriſh his memory, and regard your Highneſs 
and the virtuous Hippolita as my parents. Cutſe 
n Hippolita cried Manfred : Forget her from 
this moment as I do. In ſhort, Lady, you have 
miffed a huſband undeſerving of your charms: 
They ſhall! now be better diſpoſed of. Inſtead 


.“. Vd K 


of a fickly boy, you ſhall have a huſband in the 
prime of his age, who will know how to value 
; your beauties, and who may expect a numerous 
: offspring. Alas! My Lord, ſaid Jjabella, my 
mind is too ſadly engroſſed by the recent cata- 

C ſtrophe 


LEN 


rophe in your. family to think of another mar- 


ria If ever my father — and, it ſhall 
2 pleaſure, I hall obey, as I did when I 


| conſented t to give my } hand to your fon; Bu until, 
his return, permit me to remain under rp 
hoſpitable | roof, and employ the melancl | ly 
hours in alſwaging yours, ater 5, „ and the 
fair . Matilda's affliction. Py = 


1 delired vou once before, aid Marfred an 


T3 fri 


ih, not not to name that woman : | F om this 
hour the muſt be a ſtranger to you, as ſhe . 
be to me ; in ſhort, Jabella, fince, I I cann 
give you my ſon, 1 offer you — 
cried Labella, waking from her deluſion, What 
40 bear! You! My Lord! You! My ſa- 
ther- in. * ! the father of Conrad the huſband, 
of the virtuous and tender 47: ppolita ! [ — Lell 
you, 4 ſaid Manfred i imperiouſly, Hi ippolita is no 
langer my wife, I divorce her from this hour. 
Too. long has. the curſed me by her unfruitful- 
neſs: My fate depends on having ſons, — and 
this night I. truſt will give a new date to my 
bopes. 


£191 
hopes. * At thefe W Wide ne ERP "the cold ! oy 
of Hoa. who was Half dead "with" fright "Md 
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horror. She fhricked and ſtarted from kim. 
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eee roſe 1 to » piirfue her, bent the Fm 


«4 +£ 


the why waving backwards and e 
in a tempeſtuous manner, and accompanied 
wi a hollow a and ruſtling found. Jabel, who 
gathere d n from her ſituation, and who 
dteaded nothing 16 much as Manjred's pürfult of 
Wen e, cried,” Look ! My Lord; _ 
heaven itfelf declares againſt your impious in- 
teritions ! — Heaven nor hell ſhall mn iy 
deſigns, "faid Manfred, ' advancing again to ſeize 
the Princeſs. | At that inſtant the pottrait'of His 
grandfather, which hung over the bench where 
they had been ſitting, uttered a deep ſigh, and 
heated its breaſt. Tabelle,' "whoſe back was 
tutneg to the picture, ſaw not the moti otion, nor 
knew wherice the found came, but ſtärteg, and 
fail; Hark, my Lord | What ſound was that? 
* C 2 and 


L200] 
ad at ther ſame time made towards! the dor. 
Adanfredgixdiftracted between the flight. oa h- 
alla, ho had now reached the fairs, ahi get | 
Aauable to! keep:his eyes fromthe picture which 
bedan to; waves hadghoweter advithced rome 
| ſteps: aſter: hers:Nill | lookivg:.bickwards\antthe | 
bande“ Eben he; kaw it quit; its-pannely und 

deſcend on the floor with a grave and melan- 
Sehn air. Do I dream? cried Ad aetiirn- 
Inge der are the devils themſelves ind leagur 
Againſt me du ſpeak, infernal ſpectre 41;rongoif | 
Aon art my grandfire, why doſt chou too con- 
ſpiro againſt thy wretched deſeendent ho too 
Jeptence, the viſion fighed again, and made a 
Lign to Manſted to follow him. Lead on Ii cried 
Manfred ; I will follow thee to the gulph of 
Perdition. Tha ſpectre marched ſedately; but 
geicdedd, ta the end of the gallery, and turned 
into a chamber on the, right hand. | Manjred 
Anxiety and horror, but reſolxed. As he 
Haus entered the chambet, the door was clapped 
to 


beate prontpted her, 80 and prephre TPA 


not doebt bur Ned vdr, Net hep MAB, 


tal 
focwithit violence by an inviſible-)hawd]: The 
Frtinte, collecting courage from tiüs Vela, 


upuld have foreibly burſt open the door Wick 


his foot, but found chat it reſiſted! his utmoſt 
efforts: Sinee hell will not ſatisfy my curiomy, 
#iid danfrad, I will uſe the human meant in 


_ any — "_ race j Jſabelle Axall 


natseſcipe m. „ no based 
That Ladys whoſe cefetatic had given way 
to2terroxithe. moment ſhe had-quitted Mamba, 
continued her flight to the bottom of theprin- 
eipal ſtaiteaſe. There ſhe ſtopped; mat HGV 
ing owhitherꝰ to direct her ſteps, NOE. 
dſeaße front the impetuoſity of the Privice. Nhe 
gates of the caſtle ſhe' knew were loch 
guntds placed in che cdurt. Shetfd Me, lr 


fot the rue defliny "that awaicedTher 90 Edd 


and dat his Widle HSE weeld ancite hm 0 Joe 


_ thelithurPhemthegiratedg Without fen vg fDSm 


foro them to av, ah impetuoſity f Ms PAE. 
Dogqtlo e 100b 573 OCog mas 263 03194012 Aged, 
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Gans. Pelay might give him time to reſſect og 
che horrid meaſures he had conceived, . ar fr 
duce: ſome circumſtance in her favgur, if, the | 
could — ight at leaſt, avoid his odiuz 
purpoſe. Vet where conceal herſelf! hour 
avgid. the Aale he would infallibiy make 
throughout the caſtle! As theſe. thoughts paticd 
rapidly through her mind, ſhe, kecollected. a 
ſubterraneous paſſage which, led from, the vaults 
of the caſtle to the church of St. MNichelas 
Could. tbe geach the Altar before ſhe Was iQyers 
taken, ſhe. knew even Mauſi eds violence would 
not dare to profane che ſacredneſs, of che place 


verance offered, to ſhut, berſelf up for ever 
among the holy virgins, , whoſe convent Was 
contiguous t to the cathedral. In this reſolution, 
the ſeized a lamp that burned. at the foot af the 
ftaircaſe, and hurried towards che ern valhgs; 

» The | lower part of the c 
into ſeveral intricate cloyſters 3 par) is ___ 
We Unger ſe * anxiety to find tha 


5 ©6817 | | door 


* 
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and. ſhe determined, if no other means of deli⸗ | 


( 23 9 


d inte ihe" WO An a Hal 
ſlence reigned throughout thoſe fabterrarieous 
| #6bions, except nbw and then ſome blaſts of 
wind that ſhook the doors ſhe had paſſed, and 
which grating on the ruſty hinges, were re- 
ecchoed through that long labyrinth ef dark- 
ned. Every murmur ſtruck her with new ter- 
for V yet more ſhe dreaded to heat the wratli- 
ful voice of "Manfred urging his domeſties to 
| pitfue her. She trod as ſoftly as impatience 

_ W6ſt give het leave, — yet frequently Ropped 
and liſtened to hear if ſhe was followed. In 
onde of thoſe moments ſhe thought ſhe heard a 
fight,” She ſhiddered, and recoiſed a few paces. 
Ia a moment ſhe thought ſhe heard the ſtep of 
ſome perſon. Her blood curdled; ſhe con- 
duded it was Manfred. Every ſuggeſtion that 
horror could inſpire ruſhed into her mind. She 
condemned her raſh flight, which had thus ex- 
| pöled her to his rage in a place where her cries 
were not likely'to draw” any body to Her afift2 
ante Vet the found Teeed not to come froth 


#4, pn, boy 
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behind, — i dame keen whennlenosi he 
* and; the ſteps ſhe had! heard 
| <2 ht — a ee 
hoging 40 fad a friend eee was not the 
Pringe 3 ſhe us going, to advance, When) @ 
door that ſtood a jar, at ſome diſtance ta tha 
left,, vas opened gently : , But e er het lamp, 
which, ſhe; held up, could diſcover, ho epeued- | 
it. the perſon. retreated precipitately oh feaing! | | 
| the light. W049 £48049 i219; :290H1 -, 2 „e < 
Aebela, whom every incident was; Sufficient: | 
to diſmay, heſitated whether ſhe, ſhoyld. ꝓrocęed. 
Her dread of Manfred ſoon . outweighed, every;: 
other terror. The very circumſtange af Abe 
perſon avoiding ber, gave her, a ſort of.courege:. | 
It cod only be, the, thought, ſors.domeſtioi: MN | 
belonging to the caſtle, Her, gencleneG, had; 
never raiſed her, an enemy, and gogſcigusn in 
ngcence bade her hope that, unleſz ſent-by che. 


- a 0. =» „ 


Pringe's, order to, ſeek her, his ſeryants would. | 


rather 


eee end vec optil; bitt a ſud- 
den puſt- of Wind that mer ber at cdie der, 
extinglülhed her lamp, and left her in tötar 
Aae n ib m 18 2381 A doo 18d: 100 
örds cannot paint the Horror ür tis Prifl 
cels's7firatiors;” Alone in ſe dilthal”s' pack, 
her mind imprinted with all the terrible events 
of the day, hopeleſs of eſcaping, expecting Wety* 
moment the actival of Mage, and far from 
rranquit'or' knowing ſhe was withia reach of" 
ſomebody; dhe knew, not whom, who 787 fie 
citiſe ſeemed concealed thereabouts, afl 255 
monghts crouded on ber diſtracted inind, àhd- 
dhe was ready to fink under het bee üs 
She bddreſſed herſelf to every Saint in Heibenz 
and inwardly implored their afhſtance. For 4 
conſiderable tittie The remained in an EM - 
deſpair; "At laſt, as foftly a was deitble, Me 
dis: | felt 
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_ into the vault from whence The had 
earT the ſigh and ſteps. Tt gave her àa kind of 
—— joy to nerbtive an imperfect ray of 
Cotided moonfhine gleam from the roof of the 
vault, which ſeemed to be fallen in, and from 
whenee hung a fragment of earth or bullding, 
dae could” not diſtinguiſh which, that app 

& have been cruſhed inwards. She advanced 
esgerly towards this chaſm, when ſhe diſcerned 
4 human form ſtanding cloſe againſt the. wall. 
She fhrieked, belicving it the ghoff of he? 
dettöthed Cinrad. The figure advaneing „ File 
in # fabmiſfive voice, be not alarmed, Lady; I 
h not injure you. 1/abella a little encouraged by 
| the wards and tone of voice of the ſtranger, 
and recollecting that this muſt be the perfor 
who had opened the door, recovered her ſpirits 
enough to reply, Sir, whoever you are, take 
pity en a Wi etched Princeſs, ſtanding on the 
brink of deſtruction: Aſſiſt me to eſeape ſrom 
this fatal caſtle, or in few moments I may be 


Z. N made 


8 door, and having found it, enteret Il © 
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1 | ade miſerable for eyer. Alas! ſaid the ſttanger, 
MM what 90, J. de. 19,268, 50h f, L. vi, d, in 
Y your defence, but I am unacquainted with the 
F Caſtle, and want. h ſaid Jabalg, haitily 
interrupting bim, help me but to find a traps. 
doom that mull... be. hereabout inch 
a minute to loſe. Saying theſe words, ſhe felt 
about on the pavement, and directed the 
ſtranger to ſearch likewiſe for a ſmooth. piece ot 
braſs incloſed in one of the ſtones. That, faid 
| the, is the lock, which opens with a ſpring, of 
which L know the ſecret. If we can find that, 
I may eſcape—if not, alas | courteous ſtranger, 
Lear, I fhall have involved you in my misfar- 
tunes: Maufred will ſuſpect you for the accom- 
plice of my flight, and you will fall a victim to 
his xeſentment. I value not my life, ſaid the 
ſtranger, and it will be ſome comfort to loſe it, in 
teying to deliver you from his tyranny. Generous 
youth, ſaid {jabella, bow ſhall I ever requite 
as ſhe uttered thoſe words, a ray of moonſhine 


ſtreaming 


frei croughᷓn kranny ef the ruin above Þ 
dne diteAly em tie deck che) ſoughe-- O“ 
tüentport! ald Zabel, Bere 18 the brap-doer! 
And taking out à key! ſhe ronthbd the Ipring, 
Which ſtarting aſide, diſtovered ih? iron ring. 
Lt up the door, ſaid the Prineeſs. The Manger 
Sbeyedg and beneath appeared =! forte] ftole 
flops descending into a vault tothlly dar ww 
muſt go dow here; ſald Ibn Follow me; 
dark und- diimnb as it is, we cannot miſs! our 
way; it leads. Mrectiy to the church ef St. M. 
ebolas—bt perhaps, added the Princeſs mo- 
deftly; you have no reaſon 10 leave the calife, | 
nor have I farther occaſion for your ſerbice ; in 
ew minutes I ſhall be ſafe from Maifred's' tage | 
only let me know to whom I am ſo much 
obliged., 1 will never quit you, ſaid the ſtranger 
eagetly, until I have placed ydu. ini/faferyz=> | 
nor think me, Princeſs, more gentrous- than! 
am zabhough you are my principal care he 
ſtranger was interrupted by a ſudden noiſe of voices 
wat ſee med apptoaching, andi chey ſoon diſtin- 
nen guiſhed 


: 182900 
guiſheditheſe words Falk. nat zo: mecof negro» 
eng el pen des mut bo,jnghe caftles 
Ill God. ber in ſpite of enchantment- vn 
beauenss eriedrHabella, it is the voice of dManſtad! 
T aakehafte.gr we ate ruined! and ſhutthe trap- 
dom aſter qu. Saying, this, ſhe deſcended:the 
dem pzesipitatelys and as che ſtranger haſtened 
td follortebeti he let the door lip out of his 
= handsgoitoftll, cand\\the. ſpring: cloſed oyet.it. 
He tried inovaim to open it, not havingiobſeryed 
Habellus method of touching the ſpring ; not 
had he many moments to make an eſſay. The 
noiſę of:{the. falling door had been heard by 
Manfred, who directed by the ſound, haſtened 
chither; attended by his ſervants with tarches. 
It muſt be Lſabella; cried Manfred before he 
entered the vault; the is eſcaping by the ſub- 
F terrancous | paſſage, but ſhe cannot have got 
far. What was the aſtoniſhment” of the 
Prince, when, inſtead of Iſabella, the light of the 
dorches diſcovered to him the young peaſant; 
vhom be thought confined under the fatal 
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helmet: Traitor! faid Manfred; how earn 
here?” F thought. ches in durance a doe in tie 
ediirt. IT am u traitbr, replied the young 
man boldly, nor am I anfweiable for” your i 
choüghts. Prefumptucus vlfain'! "cried Me. 
fred, doſt thou provoke " my wrath'? tell me; 4 
now Haſt chou efeaped from above? tau Hal 
ebrrupted thy guards, and their lives hal? an- 
fwet it,” My poverty, flid the peaſatit calmiy, 
wilt diſculpate them: Though the miniſters N 
of a tyrant's wrath, to thee they are faithful, Il 4 
and but too willing” to execute the orders Ml * 
which you unjuſtly impoſed upon theitl. Art a 
thou ſo hardy as to dare my vengeance? fait 
the Prince —but tortures ſhall force the" trath 
from” thee. Tell me, I will know thy atth 1 
pieces. There was my accomplice! fai d the 
youth ſmiling, and pointing to the roof. 
Minfrid ordered the torches to be held up, 
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the e of the — as his ſervants had 
A let 


and perceived that one of the checks of the 5 
enchanted caſque had forced its way thröbgn 
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al er he peaſant, aud bad eben 
is through into the vault, leaving a. gap through 
+ wich the peaſant had . preſſed himſelf fame. 
minutes before he was found by Jſalella. Was 

W that te way by which thou didſt deſcend 2, ſaid, 
Aenfred. It was; faid the youth.,, But what 


A noiſe was that, ſaid Manfred, which I heard 
ss I entered the cloyſter? a door clapped : fait 
g : the peaſant; I heard it as well as you. What 
door ? ſaid Manfred haſtily. I am not a 
1 : quainted with your caſtle ; ſaid the peaſant 3 
this is the firſt time I ever entered it; and 
aus vaule the only part of it within which 
+ I 1 ever, was. But I. tell thee, ſaid Aan 
IE (viſhing to find out if the youth had diſcovered 
che trap: door] it was this way IT heard the noiſe: 
/ f My ſervants heard it too - my Lord, interrupt- 
* f ed one of them officiouily, to be ſure it Was 
| | the trap-door, and he was going to make his 
: eſcape. Peace! Hlockhead, , ſaid the Prines 
angrily; if he was going to eſcape, how Mould . 
he come on this fide ?. I will know from bis“ 


Gn 
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den mouth What nile it was I heard. Ten w. 
7 thy life depends on thy veratity. I) . | 
erseity is dearer to me than my" lite 3 ſaid the | 
+peafont;/ nor would I purchaſe the one by for. | 
Abate dure 2 Indeed Lange hiloſopher! f 
es the noiſe I heard 1 ed. ; 
wer, ſaid he, and put me to death inſtantly if ; 
Je yen = lie. Manfred growing impatibtit at. 
ithe ſteady valour and indifference of the Youth, 3 
eried, Mell then, thou man of truth! anſwer; was | 
i che fall of tbe trap-door that 1 heard It was; Ml + 
Aaidthe youth. It was! ſaid the Prince; and how Il + 
-Gidft: thou come to know there was a ay 1 
bere ? I ſaw the plate of braſs by à gleam 64% 
moonſhine; replied he. But what told thee it x 
Was a lock? ſaid Manfred; How didſt thou 
diſcover the fecret of opening it? Providence, 
that delivered me from the helmet, was able 10 
Cire&me to the ſpring of a lock; ſuid he. Pro- 
vidence ſhould have gone a little farther, and 
have placed thee out of the reach of my reſent- 
2 | ment, 


1 en ad, More s When, - 


1 gu hut, che trap door before thou hadſt de- 


33! 


223 Wok: irabundonod the 


W We 
Dthapginted. out for thy eſcape} Why diuſt 


Fengech the fteps.? I might aſt you, my Bord, 
1a | the, peaſant, how I, totally unacquainted 


| * with your caſtles. was to know that thoſe ſteps 


led to apy, outlet ? but I. ſcorn to evade! your 


i. queſtions... Wherever thoſe, ſteps lead to, per- 


: haps I houtd have explored che way I ebuld 


not be.in-a worſe ſituation than I was. But che 


truth is, J let the trap-door fall: Your imme- 


2 Liate arrival followed. I had given the alarm 


What. imported! it to me whether I was ſeized a 
minute ſooner or a minute later? Thou att a 
reſolute villain for thy years; ſaid Manfred 
yet on reflection I ſuſpect thou doſt but triſſe 
wich me: Thou haſt not yet told me how thou 
digit open the lock. That I will ſnow you, my 
Lord; ſaid the Peaſant, and taking up a frag- 
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ment of ſtone that had fallen from above, 


he laid himſelf on the trap-door, and began to 
beat on the piece of braſs that covered it; mean- 
ing to gain time for the eſcape of the Princeſs. 
This preſence of mind, joined to the frankneſ 
of the youth, ſtaggered Manfred. | He even felt 
a” diſpoſition towards pardoning one who had 
been guilty of no crime. Manfred was not one 
of thoſe ſavage tyrants who wanton in cruelty 


unprovoked. The circumſtances of his fortune 
Had given an aſperity to his temper, which was 


| naturally humane ; and his virtues were always 


ready to operate, when his paſſions did not ob- 


TT his reaſon. 


While the Prince was in this . 
confuſed noiſe of voices ecchoed through the 


diſtant vaults. As the ſound approached, he 


diſtinguiſhed the clamours of ſome of his dome- 


ſtics, whom he had diſperſed through the. caſtle 
in ſearch of 7/abel/a, calling out, where is my 
Lord? where is the Prince? Here I am; faid 
Manfred, as they came nearer ; have you found 
| the 
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[ 35] 8 
we Princeſs? the firſt that arriyed, replied, oh 
my Lord! Iam glad we have found you—found 
© | mel ſaid Manfred; have you found the Princeſs! 
We thought we had, my Lord, ſaid the fellow, 
looking terrified — but — but what? cried the 
Prince; has ſhe eſcaped ? — Jaguex and I, my 
Lord — yes, I and Diego, interrupted the ſecond, 
who came up in ſtill greater conſternation 
ſpeak one of you at a time, ſaid Manfred; I 
aſk, you where is the Princeſs? We do not 
know; ſaid they both together; but we are 
frightened out of our wits—ſo I think, block- 
heads, ſaid Manfred; what is it has ſcared you 
thus? —oh ! my Lord, ſaid Faquez, Diego 
has ſeen ſuch a fight ! your Highnefs would not 
believe our eyes — what new abſurdity is this! 
ctied Manfred — give me a direct anſwer, or 
by heav'n — why, my Lord, if it pleaſe your 
Highneſs to hear me, ſaid the poor fellow; 
Diego and T — yes I and Jaguez, cried his com- | 
rade —did not I forbid you to ſpeak both at a b 
time? ſaid the Prince: Vou, Fagnez, anſwer; 

| D 2 the 


[36] 
for the other fool ſeems more diſtracted thai 
thou art: What is the matter? my *graGous 
Lord, ſaid Faquez, if it pleaſe | yoit” Highitets 
to hear me; Diego and I according to yout 
Highneſs's orders went to ſearch for the young 
Lady; but being comprehenſive that we might 
meet the ghoſt of my young Lord, your High- 
neſs's ſon, God reſt his ſoul, as he has not fe- 
ceived chriſtian burial——ſot ! eried Manfredin a 
rage, is it only a ghoſt then that thou haſt ſeen? 
oh! worſe! worſe ! my Lord, eried Diggo: I 
had rather have ſeen ten whole ghoſts grant me 
patience ! ſaid Manfred; theſe blockheads diſ- 
tract me — out of my ſight, Diego and thou, 


Faquez, tell me in one word, art thou ſober? 
art thou raving? thou waſt wont to have ſome 
ſenſe; has the other ſot frightened himſelf and 
thee too | ſpeak ; what is it he fancies he has 
ſeen? Why, my Lord, replied Jaguex trembling, 
I was going to tell your Highneſs, that ſince 
the calamitous misfortune of my young Lord, 
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Highneſs s faithful 3 W we are, os 
Lord. though poor men; I fay,; not one of us 
has dared to ſet a ſoot about the caſtle, but two 
together: 99: Diego and I. thinking that my 
young Lady might be in the great gallery, went 

up, there to look for ber, and tell. ber your 
Highneſs wanted ſomething to impart to her 
O blundering fools ! cried Manfred: And in the 
mean time ſhe bas made her eſcape, becauſe 
you were afraid of goblins! — Why, thou 
knave ! ſhe left me in the gallery; I came from 
thence myſelf. For all that, ſhe may be there 
ſtill for ought I know; ſaid Jaquex; but the 
devil ſhall have me before I ſeek her there 
again ! — poor Diego! I do not believe he will 
ever recover it | recover what ? ſaid Manfred ; 
am I never to learn what it is has terrified theſe 
raſcals ? | — but I loſe my time; follow me 
flave ; ; I will ſee if ſhe is in the gallery 


- for 
: heaven 8 ſake, my dear good Lord, cried Jaguez, 
3 do not go to the gallery! Satan himſelf I be- 
N lieve | is in the great chamber next to the gallery 
— Manfred, who hitherto had treated th 
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terror of bis ſervants as an idle panic, was 


ſtruck at this new circumſtance. He recol- 


lected the apparition of the portrait, and the 
ſudden cloſing of the door at the end of the 
gallery — his voice faltered, and he aſked 
with diſorder, what is in the great chamber ? 


my Lord, faid Faquez, when Diego and. 1 


came into the gallery, he went firſt, * he 
ſaid he had more courage than I, 80 when 
we came into the gallery, we found nobody. 
We looked under every bench and ſtool ; 3 and 
ſtill we found nobody — were all the pictures in 


| their places? ſaid Manfred. Yes, my Lord, 


anſwered Faquez; but we did not think of look- 
ing behind them — well, well! aid Manfred, 
proceed. When we came to the door of the 
great chamber, continued Faguez, we found it 


ſhut—and could not you open it ? ſaid Manfred. 


Oh! yes, my Lord, would to heaven we had 
not! replied he — nay, it was not 1 neither, 


it was Dizgo: he was grown fool-hardy, and 


would go on, though I adviſed him not — if 


ever I open a door that is ſhut again — trifle 
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39 
not, faid Manfred ſhuddering, but tell me what 
you ſaw in the great chamber on opening the 


door 1 my Lord! ſaid  Faquezy I fav, 


nothing; I was behind Diego; — but I heard 
the noiſe —— Fagquez, ſaid Manfred in a ſolemn 
tone of voice ; tell me I adjure thee by the fouls 
of my anceſtors, what was it thou ſaweſt ? what 
was it thou heardſt ? It was Diego ſaw it, my 


Lord, it was not I; replied Faquez; 1 only 


heard the noiſe. Diego had no ſooner opened 
the door, than he cried out, and ran back—Þran 
back too, and faid, is it the ghoſt ? the ghoſt? 


no, no, ſaid Diego, and his hair ſtood an-end—-it 


is a giant I believe ; he is all clad in armour, 


for I ſaw his foot and part of his leg, and they 


are as large as the helmet below in the court. 
As he ſaid theſe words, my Lord, we heard a 


violent motion and the ratling of armour, as 
if the giant was riſing, for Diego has told me 


ſince, that he believes the giant was lying 
down, for the foot and leg were ſtretched at 
length on the floor. Before we could get to 
D 4 the 


L 40 1 | 
the end of the gallery, we heard the: door. . 
the great chamber clap behind us, but we did not 

dare turn back to ſee if the giant was following 0 
us yet now I think on it, we muſt have herd 
him if he had purſued us but for heaven's 
ſake, good my Lord, fend: for the chaplain and 
Have the caſtle exorciſed, for, for certain, it is : 
enchanted. Ay, pray do, my Lord, cried all the 
fervants at once, or we muſt leave your High- 
neſs's ſervice — peace ] dotards ; faid Manfred; 
and follow me; I will know what all this 
means. We! my Lord! cried they with one 
voice," we would not go up to the gallery for 
your Highneſs's revenue. The young peaſant, 
who had flood ſilent, now ſpoke. WIll your 
Highneſs, ſaid he, permit me to try this ad- 

venture? my life is of conſequence to nobody: 
J fear no bad angel, and have offended no god 
one. Your behaviour is above your ſeeming; 
ſald Manfred, viewing him with ſurpriſe and 
admitation.—— hereafter I will reward your 
bravery = but now, continued he with a ſigh, 

_— Iam 
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am ſolciteumſtanced, that dare truſt no ev 8 


but my own-—— however, I give you leave to 


acaompany rw̃w ggg And Hr n 
Manfred, when he firſt followed Iſaballa from 
the gallery, had gone directly to the apartment 
of his: wife, concluding the Princeſs: had; retired 
thither. Hippolita, who knew, his ſtep, roſe with 
anxious fondneſs to meet her Lord, whom ſhe 
had not ſeen ſince the death of their ſon. She 
would bave ſlown in a tranſport mixed of joy 


and grief to his boſom, but he puſhed her. 


rudely off, and ſaid, Where is LJſabella?, Ian 
Ves j Jabella; cried Manfred imperiouſiy 3. I 


want {/abella. My Lord, replied Matilda, who 


perceived how much his behaviour had ſhocked 
her mother, ſhe has not been with us ſince your 8 
Highneſs ſummoned her to your apartment. 
Tell me where ſhe is; ſaid the Prince; I do 
not want to know where ſhe has been. My 


good Lord, ſaid Hippolita, your daughter tells 


pals the truth: Iſabella left us by your com- 
mand, 


— — —ä—ĩůʒ2r.— — — — — 


What then, you know where ſhe is ! cried | 


 Naid the Princeſs 
_ reſume your wonted fortitude, —W hat, art thou ; lit 
Jealous of Iſabella, replied he, that you wiſh to n de 


[ 42] 
good Lord, compoſe yourſelf : Retire to 'your | 
reſt : This diſmal day has diſordered: you. 1/a- , 


bella ſhall wait your orders in the morning, 


Manfred : Tell me directly, for I will not loſe | 
an inftant — and you, woman, ſpeaking to his il 
wife, order your chaplain to attend me forth- : 
with. / {ſabella, ſaid Frppalita calmly, i is retired, 2 
I ſuppoſe to her chamber: She is not accuſtom- MI He 


ed to watch at this late hour. Gracious my N he 


Lord, continued ſhe, let me know what has £ be 
diſturbed you: Has //abella offended you! a hi 
Trouble me not with queſtions, ſaid Aarfred, MY res 
but tell me where ſhe is. Matilda ſhall call her, : ap 


Sit down, my Lord, and ö w 


be preſent at our interview ? Good heavens ; ſa 
my Lord, faid Hippolitæ, what is it your Higb- p 
neſs means? Thou wilt know ere many mi- a 


nutes are paſſed ; ſaid the cruel Prince. Send E h 


your 


; [43] 

Four chaplain to me, and wait my pleaſure here: 
At theſe words he flung out of the room in 
| i ſearch of © //abella ; leaving the amazed Ladies 
: thunder-ftruck with his words and frantic de- 
© portment, and loft in vain OR on Ow 
be was medicating. | ad 
Munfred was now returning Rem the vault, 
attended by the peaſant and a few of his ſer- 


vants whom he had obliged to accompany him. 
He aſcended the ſtair- caſe without ſtopping till 
be arrived at the gallery, at the door of which 
he met Hippolita and her chaplain. When Diego 
had been diſmiſſed by Manfred, he had gone di- 
rectly to the Princeſs's apartment with the alarm 
of what he had ſeen. That excellent Lady, 
who no more than Manfred, doubted of the rea- 
lity of the viſion, yet affected to treat it as a 
delitium of the ſervant. Willing, however, to 
fave her Lord from any additional ſhock, and 
prepared by a ſeries of grief not to tremble at 
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any acceſſion to it; ſhe determined to make 
herſelf the firſt ſacrifice, if fate had marked the 
: preſent 
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pre ent hour * chr deſtruction. | Diſmiſſn . 
el 830 1 35 | 7 
the reluctant Matilda to her reſt, who, i in vain 


ſued for leave to accompany her mother, an 


2 . $8; 


attended only by her chaplain,  Hippolita hat ; 


R 4 & 3 © 


Cad, the gallery and great chamber ; 3. ANC noy 2 
with more ſerenity of ſoul than ſhe had fe t for 


110 On 


man) hours, ſhe met her Lord, and afſured him 


ty! ov 


that the viſio on of the gigantic leg and foot was 
411 4 fable 4 and no doubt an impreſſion. made 
by fear, and the dark and diſmal hour of the 


15 Df WAP $4 EL 


night on 'the minds of his Ma She and the 
chaplain bad examined the chamber, and found 
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Manfred, though perſuaded, like his vile, that 
the viſion had been no work of fancy, recovered 
a little from the tempeſt of mind into which 


SET JT 0 


ſo many ſtrange events had thrown him. A- 


5 1983 80 5d 


ſnamed too of his inhuman treatment of a. Prin- : 
ceſs; who returned every injury with — marks 
of tenderneſs and duty; he felt returning love 
forcing itſelf into his eyes but not leſs — nk | 1 
ed of feeling remorſe towards one, againſt whom b 

rn. II | 


he 


[ 45 ] 


3 | he was inwardly meditating a yet more bitter 
8 outrage 3 he curbed the earnings o of his heart, 
and did not 3 LAN to lean even towards pity. 
The next tranſition of his ſoul was to exquiſite 
vilainy. Preſumigg o on the unſhaken ſubmiſſion 
of Hit rppolita, le flattered himſelf that ſhe Wd 
not only aoquieſce, with patience ta a divorce, bu 

LR obey if it was his pleaſure, in 1 5 
vouring to | perſuade Iſabella to give him her hand 
—but cer he could indulge this horrid hope, 
he refleted that Jabella was not to be found, 
Coming, to himſelf, he gave orders t hat every 
avenue to the caſtle ſhould be ſtrict 1. guarded, 
and charged his domeſtics on pain of their lives 
; to ſuffer nobody. to paſs out. The young, pea:; 
: fant, to v whom he ſpoke favourably, he ordered. 
10 remain in 3 a ſmall chamber on the ſtairs, in 
which there was a pallet- bed, and the key of, 
which he 1 took away himſelf, telling the youth 
he would talk with him in the morning. Then 
diſmiſſing, his attendants, and beſtowing a ſullen 
kind of half. nod on een he retired to his 


own oh abies, 
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obſcure menace to the Princeſs his wife, ac- 
companied by the moſt furious behaviour, had 
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E „ N 8 H A E. II. n 8 3 
FATILD 4, who by Hippolita's order, hat Þ 
retired to her apartment, was ill-difpoſed 
to take any reſt, The ſhocking fate of her 
brother had deeply affected her. She was ſur- Wl 
prized at not ſeeing Jabella- But the firange MM } 

t 


words which had fallen from her father, and his 


filled her gentle mind with terror and alarm, 
She waited anxiouſly for the return of Bianca, 
a young damſel that attended her, whom ſhe 
had ſent to learn what was become of. 7/abzlta. 
Bianca ſoon appeared and informed her miſtreſs 
of 'what ſhe had gathered from the ſervants, 
that 7/abella was no where to be found. She 
related the adventure of the young peaſant, who 
| a had 
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had been diſcovered in the vault, tho' with many 
{imple additions from the incoherent accounts of 
the domeſtics; and ſhe dwelled principally on 
the gigantic leg and foot which had been ſeen 
in the gallery- chamber. This laſt circumſtance 
had terrified Bianca ſo much, that ſhe was re- 
joiced when Matilda told her that ſhe would n- 
go to reſt, but would watch till the Pridubls 
ſhould riſe. 500 

The young Princeſs its herſelf f in con- 
Ong on the flight of Jabella, and on the 
threats of Manfred to her mother. But what 
buſineſs could he have ſo urgent with the chap- 
lain? ſaid Matilda. Does he intend to have my 
brother's body interred privately in the chapel ? 


Oh ! Madam, faid Bianca, now I gueſs. As 


you are; become his heireſs, he is impatient to 
have you married: He has always been raving 
for more ſons; I warrant he is now impatient 
for grandſons. . As ſure as I live, Madam, I 
ſhall ſee. you a bride at laſt—Good Madam, you 
won't caſt off your faithful Bianca: You wont 


put 


048] 


put Duma Noſara over me, now you are > f : } 
Princeſs. My poor Bianca, ſaid: Matilda, ' how 
faſt your thoughts amble ] Ia gfeat Phinecs!Þ 
What haſt thou ſeen in Manfred's behaviom]! 
ſince my brother's death that beſpeaks any in- 5 
creaſe of tenderneſs to me? No, Biancas; hi ; 
heart was ever a ſtranger to me but he is my : 
Father, and I muſt not complain. Nay, if bes- 
ven ſhuts my father's heart againſt me, it ovet- 
pays my little merit in the tenderneſs of my mo- 
ther O that dear mother ! yes, Bianca, ti; ; J 
there I feel the rugged temper of Manfred.” 1 5 
can ſupport his harſhneſs to me with patience; 2 b 
but it wounds my ſoul when I am witneſs to his ; 
cauſeleſs ſeverity towards her. Oh! Madam, 
ſaid Bianca, all men uſe their wives ſo, when 
they are weary of them and yet you congra- 
tulated me but now, ſaid Matilda, when: you : 
Fancied my father intended to diſpoſe of me. 1 : 
would have you a great Lady, replied Bianco, 
come what will, I do not wiſh: to ſee you moped 
In convent, as you would be if you had your 
15 . Will 
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wills and il my Lady, yaur mother, who. knows 
X otawa nds huſband at 


all, did not hinder you-— bleſs:me'} what-noiſe 
is that St. Nicholas forgive me I was but in 
jeſt, It is, the wind, ſaid Matilda, whiſtling 
through the battlements in the tower above: 
my Loa have heard it a thouſand times. Nay, ſaid 
. Biunca, there was no harm neither in what I 
et : ſaid: It. is no ſin to talk of matrimony and 
6. bo, Madam, as I Was ſaying; if my Lord Man- 
ty ; fred ſhould offer you a handſome young Prince 
1 5 for a bridegroom, you would drop him a curtſy, 
e; E | and tell him you had rather take the veil. 
i BY Thank heaven! I am in no ſuch danger, ſaid 
Matilda: You know how many propoſals for 
me he has rejected and you thank him, like 
a dutiful daughter, do you, Madam ?——but 
come, Madam; ſuppoſe, to-morrow morning 
he was to ſend for you to the great council 
chamber, and chere you ſhould find at his elbow 
2 lovely young Prince, with large black eyes, 

2 ſmooth: white forchead, and manly} 1 

| E locks 


* 


1 0 

joecks like jet; in ſhort, Madam, a young Hero 
reſembling the picture of the good Aiſonſa in the 
gallery, which you fit and gaze at for hours 
together do not ſpeak lightly of that picture, 
Interrupted Matilla ſighing: I know the ado. 
ration with which I look at that picture is un- 
common — but I am not in love with a coloured 
Fa pannel. The character of that virtuous Prince, 
the veneration with which my mother has in- 
ſpired me for his memory, the oriſons which 
I know not why ſhe has enjoined me to pour 
forth at his tomb, all have concurred to per- 
ſuade me that ſome how or other my deſtiny is 
linked with ſomething relating to him — Lord 
Madam, how ſhould that be? ſaid Bianca: 1 
have always heard that your family was no way 
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related to his: And I am ſure I cannot conceive [| 
why my Lady, the Princeſs, ſends' you in 2 
cold morning or a damp evening to pray at his : 
tomb: He is no Saint by the Aimanack. If you 
muſt pray, why does not ſhe bid you addreſs . 
yourſelf to our great St. Nicholas? J am ſure he 
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LA)! 
is the Saint I pray to for a huſband, 15 Perhaps 
my mind would be leſs affected, ſaid Matildag-if 
: my mother would explain her reaſans ko me: 
But it is the myſtery ſhe obſerves, that inſpires 
nie with this know not what to call it. As 
- ſhe never acts from caprice, I am ſure: there is 
ſome fatal ſecret at bottom — nay,” I know there 
is: In her agony of grief for my brother's death 
ſhe dropped ſome words that intimated as much 
ch! dear Madam, cried Bianca, What were 
they? No; | ſaid Matilda, if a parent lets fallia 
word, and wiſhes it recalled, it is not for 2 
child to utter it. What! was ſhe ſorry ſor 
what ſhe had ſaid? aſked Bianca. — I am ſure, 
Madam, you may truſt me—— with my own 


little ſecrets, when 1 have any, I may; ſaid 
Hatida ; but never with my mother's: A child 


% 


ought to have no ears or eyes, but as a parent 
directs. Well! to be ſure, Madam, you was 


born to be a ſaint, ſaid Bianca, and there is no 
reſiſting one's vocation : You will end in a con- 
vent at laſt, But there is my Lady Jabelia 
E 2 would 
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wauld pot be ſo referved to me: She will let 
me talk te cher of young men; and when g, 
handſome cavalier, has come to. che gaſtle, the 
has owned. to. me. that ſhe, wiſhed your, brother, 
Conrad: reſembled him. Bianca, ſaid the Pripz. 
ceſs, Ido not allow. you. to mention My ſtlend 
diſreſpectfully. Labella as of a; chearful, diſpo;. 
ſition, but her ſoul is pure as virtue, itſelf. She. 
knows your idle, babling humour, and. perhaps 
has now and then encouraged it, to divert me- 
lancholy, and enliven the ſolitude in which my 
father keeps us —— Bleſſed Mary ſaid Bianca 
ſtarting, there i it is again! — dear Madam,, Do 
you, hear nothing ? this caſtle 1s certainly 
haunted ! — peace faid Matilda, and liſten! I 
did think 1 heard a voice— but it muſt be fancy 3 ; 
your terrors, I ſuppoſe, have infected me. In- 
deed! indeed Madam, ſaid Bianca, half. weeping 
with agony, I am ſure I heard a voice. Does any 
body lie i in the chamber beneath ? ſaid the Prin- 
ceſs. Nobody has dared to lie there, anſwered 
Biqrca, bier che great aſtrologer that was your 
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| Madam, kit ghoſt and the young Pct" ard 


now met in the chamber below for heaven's 
ſake let us fly to your mother's apartment! * 
charge you not to flir; fad Ati. If wey 
are ſpirits in pain, we may eaſe beit ſufferings 
of queſtioning them. They can mean no hurt 
10 üs, for we have not injured hem — and if | 
they ſhould; ſhall we be more ſafe in FORO TAE, 
ber than in another? Reach me my bead; we 
will fay a prayer, "ali then ſpeak to them. Oh! | 
dear Lady, I would not ſpeak to a ghoſt for the 
world; ed Bianca — as ſhe ſaid thoſe wotds, 
they heard the caſement of the little chamber | 
below Matilda s open. They liſtened attentive- 
ly, and in few minutes thought they heard 3 a 
perſon ſing, but could not diſtinguiſh the words. 


W Fhis can be no evil ſpirit; ſaid the Princeſs Is 


4 low voice: It is undoubtedly one of the fa- 
mily— open the window, and we ſhall know 
the voice. I dare not indeed, Madam; aid 
Bia dana. Thou art a very fool; ſald Marilla, 
opening the window gently herſelf. The noiſe 
= 3 the 
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[54 ] 
the'Priticeſs made was however heard By the 
perſon beneath, who ſtopped; and they con- 

cduded had heard the caſement open. Is any 
body below? ſaid the Princeſs: If there i, 
peak. Ves; ſaid an unknown voice. Who is 
it? faid Matilda. A ſtranger; replied the voice. 
What ſtranger? ſaid ſhe ; and how didſt thou 
come there at this unuſual hour, when all the 
Pates of the caſtle are locked? I um not here 
willingly: Anſwered the voice —— but pardon 
me, Lady, if 1 have diſturbed. your reſt: l 
knew not that I was overheard. Sleep had for 
faken me: I left a reſtleſs couch, and came to 
waſte the irkſome hours with gazing on the fair 
approach of morning, impatient to be diſmiſſed 
from this caſtle. Thy words and accents, ſaid 
Matilda, are of a melancholy caſt: If thou art 
unhappy, I pity thee. If poverty afflicts thee, 
let me know it: 1 will mention thee to the 
Princeſs, whoſe beneficent ſoul ever melts for 
the diſtreſſed ; and ſhe will relieve thee. I am 
indeed unhappy, ſaid the ſtranger ; and I know 
bat wealth is: But J do not complain of the 
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© and healthy, and am not aſhamed, of owing my 

ſupport to myſelf — yet think me not proud, or 
that I, diſdain your generous offers. I will re- 


e 


member you in my oriſons, and will pray for 
bleſſings on your gracious ſelf and your noble 
miſtreſs— if I ſigh, Lady, it is for others, not 
for myſelf... Now I have it, Madam; ſaid. Bianca, 
whiſpering the Princeſs. This is certainly the 
young peaſant; and by my conſcience he is in 
love —— Well! this is a charming adventure! 
do, Madam, let us ſiſt him. He does not 
know you, but takes you for one of my Lady 
Hippalita's women. Art thou not aſhamed, Bi- 
anca ] ſaid the Princeſs : What right have we 
to pry into the ſecrets of this young man's 


heart?! he ſeems virtuous and frank, and tells 
us he is unhappy : Are thoſe circumſtances that 
authorize us to make a property of him? how 
are we intitled to his confidence? Lord! Ma- 
dam, how little you know of love! replied Bi- 
ena : Why lovers have no pleaſure equal to 
E 4 talking 
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talking of their miſtreſs - And told yow hare 


m become a peaſant's confident? ſaid the Prin. 


ceſso Well then, let me talk to him: Said i. 
anche 5 Though II have the honour of being your 
Highneſs's:maid of honour, I was mot always 
ſo great Beſides, if love levels ranks, it raiſes 
mem too: I have a reſpect for any young man 


in dove - peace! ſimpleton; ſaid the Princes. 


Though he ſaid he was unhappy, it does not 
follow chat he muſt be in love. Think of all 
that has happened to- day, and tell me if there 
are no mis fortunes but what love cauſes. Stranger, 


reſumed the Princeſs, if thy misfortunes have 


not been occaſioned by thy own fault, and are 
within the compaſs of the Princeſs Hippolita's 
power to redreſs, I will take upon me to anſwer 
thit ſhe- will be thy protectreſs. When thou 


art diſmiſſed from this caſtle, repair to holy ſa - 


ther Jerome at the convent adjoining to the 


Known to him, as far as thou thinkeſt meet: 
He 


0 


— 


the 


church of St. Nicholas, and make thy ſtory 


will not fail to inform the Princeſs, who is 


n 


de. mother ef all that want her aſſiſtanee. Fare: 
wel: It is not ſæemly for me 0 hold; farther 
converſe with a man at this unwonted hour. 
May the Saints guard thee, gracious Lady ! re- 


Flied- che peaſant-- but oh I if a poor and worth 


leſs ſtranger might preſume to beg à minutes 
audience ſarther am l ſo happy t—the eaſes, 
ment is not ſhut . might I venture to aſk—ſpeak; 
quickly ſaid Matilda; the morning dawns 2 
pace: Should the labourers come into the fields: 
and perceive us - What wouldſt thou aſk ? 
know not how I know not if I dare - ſaid the 
young ſtranger faltering——vet- the humanity: 
with which you have ſpoken to me emboldens 
Lady! dare I truſt you ? — Heavens ] ſaid 
Matilda, - What doſt thou mean? with what, 
wouldſt thou truſt me ?— ſpeak. boldly, if thy. 
ſecret is fit to be entruſted to a virtuous, breaſt 


II would afk, ſaid the Peaſant, recollecting 
himſelf, whether what I have heard from the 


comeſtics is true, that the Princeſs is miſſing 


from the caſtle? What imports it to thee to 


know? 
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ſpoke a prudent and becoming gravity. Doſt 
thou come hither to pry into the ſeerets of Man 
ing theſe words, ſhe ſhut. the caſement haſtil), 
without giving the young man time to reply. 
I had, ated more wiſely, ſaid. the Princeſs to 
Bianca with ſome ſharpneſs, if I had let thee 
converſe with this peaſant: His inquiſitiveneſ 
ſeems of a piece with thy own. It is not fit for 
me to argue with your Highneſs, replied Bi- 
anca; but perhaps the queſtions I ſhould have 
put to him, would have been more to the pur- 
poſe, than thoſe you have been pleaſed to aſk 
him. Oh! no doubt; ſaid Matilda; you are 
a very diſcreet perſonage ! may I know what 
you would have asked him? A by-ſtander often 
ſees more of the game than thoſe | that play: 
- anſwered. Bianca. Does your Highneſs think, 
Madam, that his queſtion about my Lady 1/a- 
bella was the reſult of mere curioſity ? No, no, 
Madam; there is more in it than you great 
| I „ a. 


[59] 
bolks ate aware of. Lopez" told me that all the 
{:rvants believe this young fellow cotitrived'my 
: Lady Iſabella's' eſcape = now, pray, Madam, 
obſerve you and I both know that my Lady 
IJdczelu never much fancied the Prince your bfo- 
ber Well! he is killed juſt in che critical 
minute —I accuſe nobody. A helmet falls from 
the moon ſo, my Lord, your father ſays; but 
Lipes WW” all the ſervants. ſay that this young 
ſpark is à magician, and ſtole it from Alfarſis 


tomb-Zhave dene with this rhapſody.of impet- 


tinence, faid' Matilda. Nay, Madam, as you 
pleaſe; cried 'Bianca—yet it is very particular 
tho', that my Lady Iſabella ſhould be miſſing the 
very ſame day, and that this young ſorcerer 
ſnould be found at the mouth of the trap · door 
IT accuſe nobody — but if my young Lord 
came honeſtly by his death Dare not on thy 
duty, faid Miatil la, to breathe a ſuſpicion on 
the purity of my dear 1/abella's fame—purity, or 
not purity, ſaid Bianca, gone ſhe is—a ſtranger 
is found that nobody knows : You queſtion him 
h yourſelf : 
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yourſelf > He tells Fou he is in —— — 
Verpiss ine, ine ug Ep S He Geber 
he ws unhappy about others at d pla, 
unhapp y about another, unleſs they — ; love. 


with" them ” and at the very next word.” be 


afks . poor ſoul? if my Lady Ju 
is miſling to be ſure, faid Matilda, thy obl ſer= 


vation ate not totally without foundation—— 2 
22 flight amazes me: The curiolity of 


«V 3910 


this ranger is very particular—yet Jebel never 
ebticealed a thought from me—ſo the told you, 


faid Bianca, to fiſh out your ſecrets — but who 


knows, Madam, but this ſtranger may be ſome 
Prince in diſguiſe ? do, Madam, let me open 


the window, and ask him a few queſtions. No, 


replied, Matilda, I will ask him myſelf, if he 


knows aught of Tſabella : He is not worthy that 


I mould converſe farther with him. She was 


going to open the caſement, when they heard 


the bell ring at the poſtern- gate of the caſtle, 


which | is on the right: band of the tower, where 


Matilda 
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Matilda lay. This prevented the Princeſs ſrom 
renewing. the converſation with the ſtranger. 10 d 


111 WO 


After continuin S ſilent for ſome time; lam: 


WHT Yi! 


perſuaded, faid ſhe to Bianca, that whatever be. 


the cauſe of Habellas flight, it had no unworthy 


motive. If this ſtranger was accellary to it, 


the mul be ſatisfied of his fidelity and, worth, 
[ obſerved, did not you, Bianca? that his words, 


were tinQured with an uncommon, effuſion of 
piety. ey Was, no ruffian? s ſpeech : His phraſes, 
were becoming | a man of gentle birth. I told. 


1107 | 


you, Madam, ſaid Bianca, that, I was, ſure bs 


s I xz 


was ; ſome Prince i in diſguiſe— et, ſaid Malilda 


. 775 


if be was Privy to ber eſcape, how will eee 


for | his not accompanying her in her flight? 
why expoſe himſelf unneceſſarily and raſhly to 


=_ ather 8. ane As for that, „Men 


11 


metz \ he ll 1 ways of -luding your F ather s 
gt 1 do not doubt but he has ſome taliſman 


or other about him — You reſolve, every thing 
into wag ic; ſaid Matilla—but a man, who has 
any 
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any tercourſe' with infernal ſpirits „does not 8 
dare to make uſe of thoſe tremendous and holy | 
words, which he uttered.” Didſt thou not ob. 
ferve with what fervour he W to rememb 
HE to heaven in his prayers? yes; Tabel 
was undoubtedly convinced of his — Com. M8 * 
mend me to the piety of à young fellow and a Mt © 
damſel that conſult to elope ! faid Biamta. No, ! 
F 

[ 

˖ 


no, Madam; my Lady Labella is of another 
gueſs mould than you take her for.” She uſed 
indeed to ſigh and lift up her eyes in your com- 
pany, becauſe ſhe knows you are a Saint but 
when your back was turned —You wrong her; | 
faid Matilda: Iſabella is no hypocrite : She has 
a due ſenſe of devotion, but never affected a call 

ſhe has not. On the contrary, ſhe always com- 
bated my inclination for the cloyſter: And 
though I own the myſtery ſhe has made to me 

of her flight, confounds me; though it ſeems 
inconſiſtent with the friendſhip between us; J 
cannot forget the diſintereſted warmth with which 

ſhe * — my taking the veil: ſhe 

7 wiſhed 


[63] 
aiſhedito ſee me married, though my dower 
would have been a loſs to her and my brother's 


children. For her ſake I will believe well of this 
young peaſant. Then you do think there is 
ſome liking between them; ſaid Bianca While 


ſhe. was ſpeaking, a ſervant came haſtily into the 


chamber and told the Princeſs, chat the Lady 


Iſabella was found. Where? ſaid Matilla. She 
has taken ſanduary i in St. Nicholas's church; re- 
plied the ſervant : Father Jerome has brought 


me news himſelf: he is below with his Highneſs. 


Where is my Mother! ſaid Matilda. She is 
in her own nde, Madam, and has _ 
nary een DER! 

Manfred had doe at the firſt a of ebe, 
we gone to Hippolita's apartment, to inquire if 
ſne knew ought of T/abella. While he was 
queſtioning her, word was brought that Jerome 
demanded. to ſpeak with him. Afanfred, little 
ſuſpeRing the cauſe of the Friar's arrival, and 
knowing he was employed by Hippolita in her 
Charities, ordered him to be admitted, intending 


to 


[64] 

10 leave them together, while he purſued hi 
er the Princeſs? ſaid MAufred. With both. 
Replied the holy man. The Lady Lſabella — 
what of her] interrupted Manfred eagerly 
is at St. Nichalas's altar, replied. Ferame. That 
is no buſineſs of Hippaliia ſaid Manfred wit 
confuſion let us retire. to my chamber, Father; 
and inform me how ſhe came thither. No; 
my Lord; replied the good man with an air of 
firmneſs and authority, that daunted even the 
xelolute Manſrad, who could not help revering 
the ſaint-like virtues. of Jerome: My commiſſion 
is to both; and with your Highneſs's good- 
king, in the preſence of both I ſhall deliver 
it > but firſt, my Lord, I muſt interrogate the 


Princefs, . whether ſhe. is acquainted with the 


cauſe of the Lady 1/abella's retirement from your 
caſile no, on my ſoul ; ſaid Hippoliza : does 1/e- 
tella charge me with being privy to it? —-Father, 
Interrupted Manfred, I pay due reverence. to 
Jour holy profeſſion ;. but I am, ſovereign here, 
Mt 200 235141) owes 406 bas. and 


r 
and with altow no meddling prieſt to interfere 
in the affairs of my domeſtic. If you (have 
ought to fay, attend me to my chamber I do 
not uſe to let my Wife be acquainted with the 
ſectet affaits of my State; they are not withith 
a Woman's province. My Lord; faid the holy 
n no intruder into the ſeerets of 
fatfiilies. My office is to promote peact; to 
del diviſions, to preach repentance; and teach 
mankind to eurb their headſtrong paſſions: I for- 

give your Highneſs's uncharitable apoſtrophe: I 
know my duty, and am the miniſter of a mightier 
prince than Manfred; Hearken to him who ſpeaks 
through my organs. Manfred trembled with 
rage and fhame: Hippolita's eountenance de- 
Elared her aſtoniſhment and impatience to know 
where this would end: her ſilence more ſtrong ngly 
ſpoke her obſervance of Manfred. 

The Lady Habella, reſumed Jerome, commends 
herſelf to both your Highneſſes; ſhe thanks 
both for the kindneſs with which ſhe has been 
treated in your caſtle: She deplores the loſs of 


your ſon, and her own misfortune in not bes 


F comin 
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ming the daughtet of ſuch wiſe and noble 
Princes, whom ſhe ſhall always reſpect as Pa. 


res ; ſhe prays for uninterrupted; union and 


felieity between you; | Manfreds colour changed) 
but as it is no longer poſſible for her to be allied 
to you, ſhe intteats your conſent, to remain in 
ſanctuary, till ſhe can learn news of her father, 
ore by the certainty of his death, be at liberty, 
with the approbation of her guardians, to diſpoſe 
of herſelf in ſuitable marriage. I ſhall give no 
ſuch conſent; ſaid the Prince, but inſiſt on 
her return to the caſtle without delay: I am an- 
ſwerable for her perſon to her guardians and will 
not brook her being in any hands but my own. 


Your Highneſs will recolle& whether chat can 


any longer be proper: replied the Friar... I 


want no monitor, ſaid Manfred colouring. 
Jabella's conduct leaves room for ſtrange ſuſpi- 
_ tions — and that young villain, who was at 
leaſt the accomplice of her flight, if not the 


cauſe of 1 it —— the cauſe ! interrupted Jerome; 
was a young man the cauſe] This is not to be. 
. barne © cried Aa 
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d. Am I to be bearded. in my 


dw n pala ee by an Infolent Monk I thou art privy 
Igheſs, to their amours. I wotild pray to heaveit 
to clear up your - uncharitable ſurmises, ſaid 
Juame, if your Highneſs were not ſatisfied" in 
pour conſcience how unjuſtly you accuſe me. 
do pray to heaven to pardon that uncharitable- 
neſs: And 1 implore your Highneſs to leave 
te Ptinceſs at peace in that holy place, where 
2 ſhe is not liable to be diſturbed by ſuch vain and 
5 benz fantaſies as diſcourſes of love from any 
man. Cant not to me, ſaid Manfred, but 
return ard bring the Princeſs to her duty. It is 
| : my duty to prevent her return hither ; ſaid 
| Jerome. She is where orphans and virgins are 
ſafeſt from the ſnares and wiles of this world; 
and nothing but a parent's authority ſhall take 
ber thence. I am her parent, cried Manfred, and 
demand her. She wiſhed to have you for her 
; parent; faid the Friar : But heaven that forbad 
that connection, has for ever diſſolved all ties 
betwixt you: And T announce to your Highneſs 
— ſtop! audacious man, ſaid NA tanfred, and 
IP diſpleaſure. Holy father, faid Hip- 

F 2 pelita, 


—— Ov ren —y—ũ— F 


* 
t; 
l : 
ol 
* C1 
1 1 
1 * 
* 
1 
: 
. £ 
ov 
8 2 
? 
4 
£1 
1 
1 :. 
* „ 15 
0 '% 'Y 
\ k | 
$87 
of . ; 
1 


4c \ " \ * 

A I =" oy 1 W „ * — 4 
4 _ * 2 D - G ” A 

_ — mmm . 


5 palita, it is your ales. to be no reſpecder of 


| [ 68 ] 


perſons: you muſt ſpeak as your duty preſcribes: 
But it is my duty to hear nothing that it pleaſes 
ndt my Lord 1 ſhould hear. Attend the Pritice 
to his chamber. I will retire to my oratory, 
and pray to the bleſſed virgin to inſpire you 
with ther holy councils, and to reſtore the hear 
ofomy gratious Lord to its wonted peace and 
gentleneſs. Excellent woman! ſaid the en 
my Lord, I attend your pleaſure. 

Manfred, accompanied by the "TR paſſed We 
to his own apartment, where ſhutting the door, Wt © 
I-perceive, father, ſaid he, that ' 1/eella has Ml * 
acquainted you with my purpoſe; Now hear 1 
my reſolve, and obey. Reaſons of ſtate, moſt 
urgent reaſons, my own and the ſafety of my 


people, demand that I ſhould have a fon. 


It is in vain to expect an heir from Hippolita, 
I have made choice of Iſabella. You muſt bring | 
her baek; and you muſt do more. I know 
the'Influence you have with Hippalita : her con. 
ſcience” is in your Hands. She is, 1 allow, a 


AH 10 babnermingo) i 


faultleſs 
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faultleſs, woman; Her ſoul is ſet on ang 
corns the little grandeur. of this: world 2: you. 
can; withdraw her from ĩt intirely. Perſuade 
her to conſent to the diſſolution of out marriage, 


g and to retire into a monaſtery — ſhe ſhall-egdow: 


obe if The, will; and ſhe ſhall have the means 
ol being as liberal to your order as ſhe or y 
can wifh., Thus you will divert the calamities 
that are hanging over our heads, and havef the 
merit of ſaving the principality of Otranto from 
deſtruction. You are a prudent man, and” 
though the warmth of my temper betrayed me 
into ſome; unbecoming expreſſions, I honaur- 
your virtue, and wiſh to be indebted to you 
lor the repoſe of my life and the preſervation of 
my family. 
The will of heaven be done faid the Fri riare! 

1 am but its worthleſs inſtrument. It makes 
uſe of. my tongue, to tell thee, Prince, of thy 
unwarrantable deſigns. The injuries of the 
virtuous Hippe! ita have mounted to the throne, 
of f pity.” By me thou art reprimanded for thy 
F 3 


ad ulterous 


—— — — 


— ITY) 


adulterous RT of, $2 EN ber : By me 
thay art warned not to purſue the inceſtuo us 
deſign, on thy contiacted daug ghter, N Heaven that 


5 5 A 7 


delivered her ſrom thy ſury, when the jus gments 


| ſo recently fallen on thy houſe ought to hare 


inſpired thee with other thoughts, will continue 
to. watch over her. 5 Even 1. a poor and deſpiſed 
Friar,, am able to protect her from thy violence 
l, ſinner as Jam, and uncharitably reviled 
by your Highneſs, as an accomplice; of I know 
not what amours, ſcorn. the, allu rements . with 
which it bas pleaſed thee: to tempt mine ho- 


neſty. I love my order; 1 honour devout 


fouls; I reſpect the piety of thy Princeſs — but 
I will not betray. the confidence ſhe. repoſes in 
me, nor ſerve even the cauſe of religion by foul 
and ſinful compliances—but for ſooth ! the wel- 
fare of the ſtate depends on your Highneſs 
having a ſon. Heaven mocks the ſhort-ſighted 
views of man. But yeſter-morn, whoſe houſe 
was ſo great, fo floutiſhing as Manfreds — 
Where is "young Conrad now! — my Lord, I 

_ 


reſdecl your tears FA mean not to check 


. let them flow, Prince! they will 


weich more with heaven towards the welfare of 
1 acts an! a e which), TAE: 
ſeepter which bade from the race of again 
thine, cannot be preſerved by à match which 
the church will never allow. If it is the will of 
the moſt High that Manſred's name mult periſh 
rfizn yourſelf, my Lord, to its decrees 5” and 
thus deſerve a crown that can never paſs away 
come, my Lord; I like this ſorrow—let us 


return to the Princeſs : She is not- appriſed of 


your cruel intentions; nor did I mean more 


than to alarm you. You ſaw with what gentle 
patience, with what efforts of love, ſhe heard, 
ſne rejected hearing the extent of your guilt. I 
know ſhe longs to fold you in her arms, and 
aſſure you of her unalterable aſſection. Father, 
ſaid the Prince, you miſtake my compunction: 


true; Thonour Hipfolito's virtues; I think her 
. 2 Saint; and wiſheit were for my ſoul's health 


F 4 : to 
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te tie fafter the knot that has united dus bur 
alas] Father, you know not the bittereſt of my 
pangs h it is ſome time that I have had ſeruples on 
the legality of our union: Hippolita is related to 
me in the fourth degree — it is true, we had 1 

diiſpenſation: But I have been informed that the 

a had alſo been contracted to another. This it is 
dat ſits heavy at my heart: To chis ſtate of 
umawful 'wedfock 1 impute the viſttatiön that 

has fallen on me in the death 6f Conrad! — 
caſe my conſcience of this burden: diſfolbe 
our marriage, and accompliſh the work of god- 
hnneſs Which your divine exhottations hes N | 
menced in my fu un. Das bin 
How cutting was the anguifh which the 
good man felt, when he perceived this turn 

in the wily Prince! He trembled for Hippo- 
kia, whoſe ruin he ſaw was determined; and 
* if Manfred had no hope - of recove- 
ins” Jabella, that his impatience for a ſon 
dk direct him to ſome''other- object, Who 
night not be equally Y againſt the temptation 
rs 2115 of 


1 
of Manſied's rank. For ſome time the holy 
man remained abſorbed in thought. At length, 
conceiving) ſome hope from delay, he thought 
the wiſeſt conduct would be to prevent tha 
Prince from deſpairing of recovering 5 abella. 
Her the Friar knew he could diſpoſe, from 
her, affection to Hippclita, and from che averſion 
he had expreſſed to him for /arſred's addreſſes 
N ſecqng, pip views, till the cenſurgagl th euch, 
could. be fulminated againſt a divorce. With 
this intention, as if ſtruck with the Prince's 
ſeruples, he at length ſaid ; my. Lord, I have, 
been . ponder ing On wait .your _ Highneſs: has 
ſaid; and if in truth it is delicacy of conſcience, 
that is the real motive of your repugnance to 
Your, virtuous. Lady, far be it from me to en- 
deavour to harden your heart. The church is 
an indulgent mother: unfold your griefs to her: 
ſhe alone can adminiſter comfort to your foul, 
either by ſatisfying your conſcience, or upon 
examination of your ſcruples, by ſetting vou 
zt liberty, and indulging you in the Jawful 
means 
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continuing your lineage. In the latter 
cafe; af - the Lady Jabella can be brought to 
conſent Manfred, who concluded that he 
bad either over- reached the good man, or that 
his firſt warmth had been but a tribute paid to 
appearance, was overjoyed at this ſudden turn, 
and repeated the moſt magnificent promiſes, if 
be ſhould | ſucceed: by the Friar's medistion- 
The well meaning Prieſt ſuffered him to deceive 


Himfeif, fully determined to traverſe his ee 


inſtead of ſeconding them, © 
Since we now underſtand one another, re- 
ſumed the Prince, I expect, Father, that you 
fatisfy me in one point. Who is the youth 
that 1 found in the vault? He muſt” have 
been privy to //abelle's flight: Tell me truly; 


55 he her lover? or is he an agent for'ano- 


eher's' paſſion? I have often ſu pected Iſabellas 


ence Wis! for? e eng Erwin 
MAiznices croud on my mind that confirm that ſuſ- 
picion.” She herſelf was ſo conſcious of it, 


har while J diſcourſed her in the e the 


2 


| OUT an 


. 


['zs T 


| outran my: ſuſpicions, and endeavoured to juſtify» 


herſelf: from coolneſs to Conrad. The Friar, 
who knew nothing of the youth, but What he 
had learnt occaſionally from the Princeſa, 
ignarant what was become of him, and not 
ſuſiciently reſlecting on the impetuoſity of 
Manſredis temper, conceived that it might not 
be amiſs to ſow the ſeeds of jealouſy in his- 
mind: they might be turned to ſome uſe, here? 


Jabella, if he perſiſted in that union; or by di- 
verting his attention to a wrong ſcent, and em- 
ploying bis thoughts an a viſionary - intrigues. 
preyent his engaging in any new purſuit. Wick 


this unhappy policy, he anſwered in a manner 


to confirm Manfred in the belief of ſome con- 
nection between {/abella and the youth. The 
Prince, whoſe paſſions wanted little fuel to 
throw them into a blaze, fell into a rage at 
the idea of What the Friar ſuggeſted. I will, 
fathom to the bottom of this intrigue; cried he 3 
and quitting. Jerome abruptly, with a command 


C561 
© teſnain there till bis return, he Ls 0 


the great hall of the caſtle, and ordered the : 
| peaſant to be brought before him. - 8 
Thou hatdened young impoſtor ! Laid the | | 
Prince, as foon as he ſaw the youth ; | what be. f 
cornes of thy boaſted veracity now ? it was Pro- 1 


| (ONT Ren 
videnee;" Was it, and the light of the moon, 


that difcovered the lock of the trap- door 18 thee? 


$ (Al. : tf) 18 


Te me, audacious boy, Who thou art, nd 


1 £11.39 


how- oh r thou haſt been acquainted. with the 
Princeſs and take care to anſwer With leſs 


S FIOLECM 


equivocation than thou diaſt laſt night, or tor- 
tures” ſhall wring the truth from thee, The 


young man, perceiving that his thare | in the 


10 


fight of the Princeſs was diſcovered, and con. 
citing that any thing he ſhould fag could no 


201 
longer be of ſervice or detriment to her, x re- 


10 11 af } 


plied,'1 am no impoſtor, my Lord, nor have I. 
deferved opprobrious language. I anſwered to 
every queſtion your Highnefs put 40 | me laſt 
i| night with the ſame verac! ty that 1 ſhall ſpeak 


ow: And that will not be from fear of your 


1% 


5 
2 f 


torturcs, 


177] 


tortures, but becauſe my ſoul a bhors a falſh 


aneh t 


5 * 


Pleaſe, to repeat your queſtions, my Lord a. 
_ ready to give you all the ſatisfaction in Ay 


power. You, know my queſlions, x replied the 5 


? 10. 9 


Prince, and only want time to prepare an eva: 
ion, Speak directiy; j who art thou . and how 
long haſt thou been known to the Princeſs L 


911 


am a labourer at the next, village; ſuid the peas 
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| fant; my name is Theadpre. The Princeſs found 

a me. in the vault laſt night: Before that hour: ¶ 

\ 8 never was in her preſence. I may. believe as i 

4 much or as little as I pleaſe of this : Said. Aan 15 

\ fred; but I will hear thy own ſtory, 1 | 
examine into the truth of it. Tell me, what 7 


= reaſon did the Princeſs give thee ſor making; ber 


a eſcape ? thy life depends on thy anſwer. She told 
8 me, replied Theodore, that ſhe was on the brink. 
6 of defirudtion, and that if ſhe could not eſcape 
i from "the caſtle, ſhe was in danger in a few" 
n | moments of being made miſerabie for ever. And 
on this flight foundation, on a filly girl's report, 
8 10 Monſred, thou digit hazard my. Lifgleaſure, vs 


I fear 


78 
1 feny no man's diſpleaſute; ſaid Fheodort, when 
aůõman in diſtreſs puts herſelf under my pro- 
edtion=+During-this' examination, Mautilaa was 
gaing to the; apartment of Hippelim. At the 
upper end of the hall, where Munro fat; was 
a hoarded gallery witch latticed/wihdows, tt 
Which AAatilla and Bianca were to paſs! Hcar- 
ing her father's voice, and ſeeing the ſervants 
aſſembled round him, ſhe ſtopped to learn the 
oceañon. Tbe priſoner ſoon drew her atten- 
tion: The ſteady and compoſed manner in 
which be anſwered, and the gallantry of his 
laſt reply, which were the firſt words ſhe heard 
diſtinctly intereſted her in his ſavour. His per- 
ſon was noble, handſome, and commanding; 


even in that ſituation: But his countenance 
ſdon engroſſed her whole care. Heavens! Bi- 


anca, ſaid the Princeſs ſoftly, do I dream? or is 


not that youth the exact reſemblance of Aſonſos 
picture in the gallery? She could ſay no more, 
ſor her fatber's voice grew louder at every word. 


This bravado, ſaid he, ſurpaſſes all thy former 


inſolence. 


1791 
inſole nge. Thou N halt ? experiende the wreth 
with which, thou dareſt to trifle,: Seize him, con- 


| tinued\ Adunfred, and bind him — the firſt: nc 


the Princeſa beats of her champion ſhall be, 
that he has loſt his head for her ſake, Phe in- 
juſtice, of which thou art guilty' towards me, 
ſaid Theodores, convinces: me that L have done 2 
good dred in delivering the Princeſs from thy 
tyrannyo! May ſhe be happy, whatever bE= 


comes of me This is a Lover cried A) 


in a rage: A peaſant within ſight of death is ner 


animated by ſuch ſentiments. Tell me, tell me, 


raſt boy, who thou art, or the rack ſhall foren 
thy ſeeret from thee. Thou haſt threatened me 
withideath already, ſaid the youth, for che truth x 
have told thee : If that is all the encouragem 
Lim to expect for fincerity, Pam —— 
to indulge thy vain curioſity farther. Then 
thou wilt not ſpeak ! ſaid Manfred; T will not 
replied he. Bear him away into the court- yard: 
pe e I will fee his head this inftant'ſe- N 
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8000 
vered from his body Aanilus famed at he: 
ang thoſe words. Bianca ſhrieked; and "Cri, 

Help el help! the Ptinceſs is dead! Miſh 
lortech at this <jaculationy and detanded What 
was the matter! The young peaſant, who 
heard it too, was ſtruck with' herfor, and Miki 
algetly the ſame queſtion; but Mantel Otdeted 
bim to be hurried into the court, and kept there 
tor execution; till he had informet himſeff of 
ine cauſe of Biara's ſhrieks. When be learned 
-the meaning, he treated it as a 'womaniſh' a. 
nie, and ordering Matilda to be carried to her 
Apartment, he ruſhed into the court, and call- 
ing for one of his guards, bad Theodore knee! 
don, and prepare to receive the fatal blow. 
The undaunted youth received the bitter ſen⸗ 
tence with a reſignation that touched every 
heart, but AHanfred's. He wiſhed earneſtly" to 
know the meaning of the words he had heard 
relating to the Princeſs; but fearing to exaſpe- 
tate the tyrant more againſt her, he deſiſted. 
The only boon he deigned to aſk was; that he 


LIAR $24: m! ght 
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„ might. bs. permitted to have conſeſſor, and 

i W make his peace with heaven. Manfred, who 

" hopediby the confeſſor's means to come at the 

youth's, hiſtory, readily, granted his requeſt: 
and being convinced that Father Ferame was 

now in his intereſt, he ordered him to be called 
« WM 254 chrieve, the priſoner. The holy man, -who 
1 hadi little foreſeen, the cataſtrophe that his in- 

„ WM prudence occaſioned, fell, on his knees to the 
„ manner not to ſhed innocent blood. He ag- 
, cuſed himſelf in the bittereſt terms ſor his indiſ- 
1 cretion, endeavoured to diſculpate the youth, 
and left no method untried to ſoften, the tyrant's 
rage. Manfred, more incenſed than appeaſed 
4 by. Jerome” s interceſſion, whoſe retractation now 
5 made him ſuſpect he had been impoſed upon by 
both, commanded the friar to do his duty, tell- 
ing him he would not allow the priſoner many 
minutes for confeſſion. Nor do I aſk many, my 
4, Lord: Said the unhappy young man. My fins, 
be thank heaven! have not dern numerous; nor 
pl N | G exceed 
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exceed, what might be expected at my year, 
Dry your, tears, good father, and Jet us dif- 


Nang Aug * A ved word 3, nor, have I hid 


h wretched 
youth, 1.faid Jenn er. canft thou bear the 
ficht of me with patience? I am thy murderer! 
iis L have. brought this diſmal hour, upon ther 
1 forgive thee from my foul, dal the youth, 26 
I hope heaven will pardon me. Hear my con- 
feſſion, father; and give me thy bleſſing. How 
can J prepare thee for thy paſſage, as I ought? 


ſaid Jerome. Thou canſt not be ſaved without 


pardoning thy foes — and canſt thou forgive 


that impious man there! I can; ſaid T beodore; 
1 do — And does not this touch. thee.) cruel 


Prince ſaid the Friar. I ſent for thee to con- 
feſs him, ſaid Manfred ſternly ; not to plead-for 
bim. Thou didſt firſt incenſe me againſt him 


— his blood be on thy head ! It will I it will! 


laid the good man, in an agony. of ſorrow. 
Thou and I muſt never hope to go, where: this 


bleſſed, youth is going! Diſpatch /! ſaid Aan. 


1 
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fel: Lam no more to be moved dy the whiti- 


ing of prieſts, than by the ſhrieks of women. 
Whir! faid the youth; is it poflble that ny 


fate ebuld have ocenfioned what I heard! is the 
Plinceſs tien again in thy power? Thon ddt 
but temember mie of thy: wrath; ſaid Manfred 


Prepare thee; for this moment is'thy laſt, The 


youth; "who felt his indignation rife, and who 
Was touched with the ſorrow which he faw he 


had infuſed into all the ſpectators, as well as 


into the Friar, ſuppreſſed his emo: ions, and put- 
ung off his doublet, and unbuttoning his collar, 
kne down to his prayers. As he ſtooped, his 
Hhirt Nipped down below his ſhoulder, and dit- 
covered the mark of a bloody arrow. "Gracious 
heaven! cried the holy man ſtarting, what do 


Lee l it is my child ! my Theodore 


The paſſions that enſued, muſt be Wen 
ey cannot be painted. The tears of the affiſt- 
ants were ſuſpended by wonder, rather than 
ſtopped by joy. They ſeemed to inquire in 
the eyes of their Lord what they ought to feel. 
\ kt Go 2 Surpriſe, 


[$4] 
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eich other, in the countenance bf the oi 

1 "371 "Fo WC: 114 
He received with modeſt, ſubmiſſion the e FI in 


of 1 the old n man s tears and embraces: y Yet afraid 


u 


of giving a looſe to hope, and luſpesling rom 


3 1 #8; 


what, had paſſed the  inflexibility of 00! 15 


abit 


to Tow cab thou be unmoved at dach | a bebe 
as this? 5 ck 


Marfred's heart wa was s capable of being touched. 


5 


He forgot his anger in his aſtoniſhment: Yet 
his pride forbad his owning himſelf affecdel. 
He even doubted whether this diſcovery was not 
a contrivance of the friar to ſave the youth. 
What may this mean ? faid he: How e can be 
de thy f ſon? is it conſiſtent with thy profeſſion 
or reputed ſanctity to avow a peaſant” O offspring 
for the fruit of thy i irregular amours | Oh! God, 
bai the holy man, doſt chou queſtion his being 
mine! ? could I feel the anguiſh I do, if I v were 
not bis father ? Spare bim! good Prince, ſpare 
him! and revile me as thou pleaſeſt. Spare 


2 | him ! 


[85] 


m !_ ſpare, chim, eried the attendants, for this 


beigen fake! Peace! ſaid Manfre, ed flernly: 
I muſt k know more, ere Iam diſpoſed t to pardon. 


A Saint's s baſtard may be no faint him nſelf. In- 


Bist TI 


jurius 4 Lord | 1 faid Theodore ; add not infult 8 
07 
cruelty. . If + 2m this venerable 1 man” s fon, the? 


& 


n Prince, a as, thou art, know, the blood that 


6 3411 


fous in my vains — yes, ſaid the fri fiat, inter- 
rupting him, his blood is noble ; ; nor is he that 
abject t thing, my Lord, you ſpeak him. Hei is 
my | lawful fon; ; and Sicily can boaſt $f Tew 


houſes more ancient than that of Falcs ra 


bur : alas ! my Lord, what is blood! What is 
nobilicy ! \ * e are all reptiles, miſerable, ſinful 


creatures. | It is piety alone that can diſtinguiſh 


us from the duſt whence we ſprung, and whither 


* mult return — Truce to your ſermon ! | ſaid 


Manfred : You forget, vou are no longer Friar 


| Jene, but the Count of Falecnara. Let me 
| know your hiſtory : You will have time to mo- 


1 ralize hereafter, if you mould not happen to 


obtain the grace of that ſtursy criminal there, 
— 5 Moher 
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Mother of Qod I. ſaid, the! Ftiar, isl it peſle 


my Lord can reſuſe a father he life of his only, 


his long -loſt child! 'Erample me, my Lord, 


ſcorn, afflict me, accept my i life, for his, but 
ſpare my ſon ! Thou canſt feel then, ſaid Afar 
freu what it is to loſe an only ſon i litile 
| hour'ago” thou didſt preach up reſignation to 
met A Houſe, if fate fo {pleaſed, -muft periſh 
but the Counts of Fulumara—alas ! my Lord; 

ſaid Jerome, I confeſs I have offended; but ug. 
gruvate not an old man's ſufferings! I boaſt not 
of my family, nor think of ſuch vanities — it it 
nature that pleads for this boy; it is the me- 
mory of the dear woman that bore him is the 
Tlosdbre; is ſhe dead ?—Her ſoul has long been 
with the bleſſed: Said Theodore. Oh! how? 


cried Jerome, tell me No ſhe is happy Thou 


art all my care now | — moſt dread Lord ! will 


you will you grant m2 my poor boy's life 


Return to thy convent ; anſwered Manfred 
conduct the Princeſs hither ; obey me in what 
elſe thou knoweſt; and I promiſe thee the life 
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of thy ſon.— Ol !- my Lord, ſaid Jerome, is 
my honeſty the price I muſt pay for this deat 
youths ſafety for me] cried  Therdore'z Let 
me die a thouſand deaths, rather than ſtain thy 
conſcience. What is it che tyrant would exact 
of thee? is the Princeſs Rill ſafe from his power? 
protect her, thou venerable old man; and let 
all the weight of his wrath fall on me. Jerame 
endeavour ed to check the impetuoſity of the 
youth; and ere Manfred could reply, the tram- 
pling of horſes was heard, and a brazen trum- 
bet, which hung without the gate of the caſtle, 
was ſuddenly ſounded, At the ſame: inſtant che 
fable plumes on the enchanted: helmet, Which 
Milli remained at the other end of the court, 
were tempeſtuouſly agitated, and nodded . 
2 * * ſome inviſible wearer. 
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beheld the plumage on the miracu us 
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fended — the plumes were ſhaken with greater 
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ap than before. N 1 that 


rn 


1117 of rt GE OR is no Jede i ee 
with your mockery of its ſervällts. Subunit 
vodrfelf to the church; and ceaſe to perfecute 
her miniſtets. Diſmiſs this innocent youth; 
and learn to reſpect the holy character I wear: 


Fleet will not be trifled "with? S fe ſee A 
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do you go to the wicket, and demand who is 
at the gate. Do you grant me the life of 
Theodore? replied the Friar. I do; ſaid Manfred; 
but inquire who is without! 5 


Jerome falling on the neck of his ſon, diſ- 


* 


WW IH) 


charged at food of tears, that ſpoke i the fand 


5151 


ol his foul. You promiſed to go. to the gate: 


HMHuot 3! 
Ti ple 


fad Manfred. 1 thought replied the Friar, your, 


; 1645 [14 13 


Highneſs would excuſe my thanking you firſt i in 


TY TAE 


this tribute of my heart. Go, deareſt Sir, faid 


7 


Tledire j. obey the Prince: | do not deſerve 


1248917 g 


that you ſhould delay his fatistachen for me. 
eite 4 


Jermne, inquiring who was without, Was 


T1 + 


anſve: ered a Herald. From whom ? big he. 
From the Knight of the gigantic fabre; ; faid 4 
the Herald ; and I muft ſpeak with the furper | 
of Qtranto. Ferame returned to the Prince, and 
did not fall to repeat the meſſage in the very 
words, it had been uttered, The firſt ſounds 
firuck Manſfed with terror; but when he heard 
himſelf ſtyled uſurper, his rage rekindled, and all 
his courage revived; Uſurper! —inſolent villain! 
cried he, who dares to queſtion my title? retire, 


Father ; 


900 


Father; this is n buſineſs lor, Mopks: IL. wil 
meet this preſumptuous, man, myſelf, Go to 
your convent, and prepare the Princels's retura; 
Your, Son ſhall, be a boſtage for our fidelity: 
His liſe depends on your obedience - | Good 
did, but this inſiant freely, pardon, my child 
have yu fo, ſoon forgot the intexpoſitian of 
heayen/? Heaven, replied | AManftad does not 
ſend Heralds to queſtion the title of >a: lawful 
Prince —— I doubt whether it even notifies its 


will through Friars — but that is your affair, 


not mine. At pteſent you kno my pleaſure; 


and it is not a ſaucy. Herald, that ſhall, ſave 
your ſon, if you do not return with the Princeſs, 
It was in vain for the holy man to reply. 
Manfred commanded him to be conducted to 


the poſtern- gate, and ſhut out from the caſtle: 


Aud he ordered ſome of his attendants to carty 


Theodore to the top of the black tower, and 
guard him ſtrictly; ſcarce permitting the Father 


aud ſon to exchange a haſty embrace at patting. 


001 5 He 
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tor} 

He then withdrew to the hall, and ſeating him 
ſelf in princely" Rate, ordered * Herald to be 
admitted to his preſence. 1319 DAS, einig gn 
Well! chou inſolent! ſaid 3 = 
wouldſt thou withme ! I come, replied he, to'thee, 
Amal, ufarper of che principality” of Ofrihit: 
from the retiowned and invincible” Knight, 08 
e gt gigantic ſabte: in the name 'of 

is: Lords, Frederic Marquis of Fitaiza, he de 
= the Lady Habella, daughter of that Plince, 
hom thou haſt baſely and traiterouſſy got intd 
tuy power, by bribing her falſe guardians during 
his abſence; and he requires thee to reſign the 
principality of Otranto, which thou haſt aſurped- 
from the faid Lord Frederic, the neareſt of blood 
ta the laſt rightful Lord Zfonfo- the good. It 
thou doſt not inſtantly comply with theſe juſt 


Jr 


demands, he defies thee to ſingle combat to! the: 


Jaſt extremity. And ſo ſayings the Herald * 
dawn his warder. 3 LOL Fe: L3--6 FOE 
And where is this braggart, who het 
lad MHanfred. At the diſtance of a league, ſaid, 
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192 
the Herald: he comes to make good his Lord's 
claim againſt thee,, as he is a true Nen and 


fl 
thou an uſurper and faviſher. noc OW 0 
vi dajurious as this challenge e re- 4; 
Bected-that: it was not his intereſt to Provoxe 10 
the, Marquis. He knew how well-founded. the a 
claim of Fre 0 ic Was; nor Was this the fit j 
time he had heard of it. Fader ic Ancefior r 
had aſſumed the ſtyle of Princes of Otr ants, f from i 
me death of {/fonſo. the good without flue z but | 
H4anſred, his Father, and grandfather, had been j 
roo powerful for the houſe of -Vicenza to diſ- 
poſſeſs them. Frederic, a martial and amorous | 
young Prince, had married a beautiful young | 
Lady, of whom he was enamoured, and Who 


bad died in childbed of Jabel. Her death 
allected him ſo. much, that he had taken the 
cxoſs and gone to the holy land, where, he was 
Wounded: in an engagement againſt the infidets 
mage priſoner, and reported to be dead. | When 

z news reached Hanfied's ears, he bribed, the 
Küttner the Lady Habela to, deliver her up 


ped (hs oi to 
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to Him as 2 dride for his ſon Conrad, by whirh 
alliance he had propoſed to unite the claims of 
the two houſes. This motive, on Centtd's 
death, had cooperated to make him ſo ſoedehly 
reſolve on eſpouſing her himſelf; and the ſatis 
election detetmined him now to endrar bur ut 
Gali 8 tlie conſent of Frederic to this wartlage⸗ 
A Ike p policy inſpired him with the thought. bf 


inviting H edler ic 8 champion into bis caſtle, left 


ne ſnould be informed of JJabella's flights which 
be key enjoined His domeſtics not to _ AP 
0 any of the Knight's retinue. 
Herald, ſaid Manfred, as ſoon as he bad giz 
geſted theſe reflections, return to thy maſter; 
and tell him, &er we liquidate our differences 
by the ſword, ZZanſred would hold ſome. con- 
verſe with him. Bid him welcome to my caſtle, 
where by my faith, as I am a true Knight, be 
ſhall have courteous reception, and full ſecurity 
for himſelf and followers. If we cannot adjuſt 
our quarrel by amicable means, I ſwear he ſhall 
pat in ſafety, and ſhall have ful! ſatisfact an 


according 
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gecbrding to the Jaws of arms ad help me * | 


aud his holy Trinity! the Herald made three 


| beiſſances and retired. 1 Ti ms JAS TD0 3 l 950 


uxing this: interview Arya mec agi. 
tated by a thoufund contrary paſſions. {+ He 
xxembled, for the life of his ſon, and his fir 


thought was to perſuade Habella to return to the 


vaſtle. Vet he was ſcarce Jeſs alarmed: at the 
thought of her union with Manfred. He dreaded 
Huppolita s unbounded ſubmiſſion; to the will uf 
her Lord; and though he did not duubt but be 
could alarm her piety not to conſent to a divoree, 
if he could get acceſs to her; yet ſhould Manfred 


diſcover that the obſtruction came from him, 


it might be equally fatal to Theodore. + He was 


impatient; to know whence came the Herald, | 
who with fo little management had queſtionel 


the title of Manfred: yet he did not dare abſent 
himſelf from the convent, left Ifabelia' ſfiould 
leave it, and her flight be imputed” to him: He 
returned diſconſolately tothe monaſtery, „ uncertaih 
on What conduct to : Lolve. A Monk; whb met 

| We Be | him 
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ri in the porch and obſerved his melancholy 


21% aid, alas J brother, is it then true thät we 


have loft our excellent Prineeſs Hippataa 7" The 
boly-mari ſtarted, and cried, what meaneſt chou, 
brother! I vome this inſtant from the caſtle and 
left het in perfect health. Mai telli, replied ehe 
other Friar, paſſed by the convent but à quarter 
vf an Hour ago on bis way from the caſtle; And 
reported tat her Higkneſs was dead. Al our 
drethren are gone to the chapel to pray for her 
happy tranfit to 2 better life; and willed me 26 


wait thy arrival. They know thy holy attach⸗ 


ment to ihat god Lady, and are anxious fat 
the a fliction it will cauſe: in thee — indeed wy 
have all reaſon to weep; ſhe was a mother to 
our Hduſe but this life is but a pilgrimage ; 
maſt, not murmur — we ſhall all follow her 
may our end be like her's !] good brother, thow 


ieameſt,) ſaid Jerome: I tell thee I come from 


the caſtſe, and left the Princeſs well — where as 


che Laqy Habella? — poor Gentlewoman le. 
plied the Friar; I told her he ſad news, and 


oitered 


96 


offered her ſpicitual comfort.; 3. 1.reminded. her of 
the tranſitory condition of mortality, and adviſed 
her to take the veil: I quoted the example of 
the holy Princeſs Sanchia of Arragon =— thy zeal 
was laudable, ſaid Jerome W 3 but at 
preſent it was unneceſſary : Hippelita.is well 
at leaſt 1 truſt in the Lord ſhe. cg :d - * 
nothing to the contrary yet methinks, the 
Prince's earneſtneſs- well, brother, but where 
is the Lady Jſalella? I know not; ſaid the 
Friar : She wept much, and faid ſhe would 
retire to her chamber. Jerome left his comrade 
abruptly, and haſted to the Princeſs, but ſhe 
was not in her chamber. He inquired of the 
domeſtics of the convent, but could learn no I 
news of her. He ſearched in vain throughout MM « 
the monaſtery and the church, and diſpatched ſ 


meſſengers round the neighbourhood, to get Ml | 


intelligence if ſhe had been ſeen; but to no pur- 
pole. nothing could equal the good man 's per- 
plexity. He judged that Tabella, ſuſpecting | 


* of having precipitated his w.fc's death, | 
had 


—— Fs 


h * taken the alarm 
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1, ard withdrawn herſelf to 


bome more ſecret place of concealment. This 


new flight would probably carry the Prince” 's 
fury to me The report of Hippdlita's 
death, though it ſeemed” almoſt incredible, in- 
ereaſed Bird rnstöbsw - and thaugh {/abella's 
eſcape beſpoke her averſion of Manfred for a 
buſband Jerbme could feel no comfort fromh its 
while it endangered the life of his ſon. He de- 
termined to return to the caſtle, and made ſe- 
veral of his brethren accompany him to atteſt 


his innocence to Manfred, and, if neceſſary; 
join their interceſſion with his for Theodore, | oy 


The Prince, in the mean time, had paſſed, 
into the court, and ordered the gates of the 
caſtle 'to be flurig open for the reception of the 
ranger Knight and his train. In a few minutes 


the cavalcade arrived. Firſt came two harbin- 


gers with wands. Next a herald, followed by. 
two pages and two trumpets. Then an hundred 
ſoot-guards. Theſe were attended by as mayy 
hotſe. After them fifty footmen, cloathed in 
| H ſcarlat 


. 
KANG aud bluck, che eblouts of che Kyigbt. 


Then 4 led horſe; Two heralds o each in. 


of a Sentleman on hotſebitk beating a bannt 
wath the _—_ of 2 coma and Otranto quartetſj 


Wo 28 „ 


— n 

e te he Weg al teſentment. Po 
More pages. The Knight's eonfeſſor tefling his 
beads!” Fifty more footinen,” elad as before 
Two Knights” habited in complete armour, 
their beavors down, comrades to the principal 
Knight. The ſquires of the two Knights, car- 
rying their ſhields and devices. The Knight's 


Al! 


own ſquire. An hundred gentlemen bearing an 


don 
enormous ſword, and ſeeming to faint under 


the weight of it. The Knight himſelf on a 
chelfnut ſeed, in complete armour, his Tatice 


in the reſt, his face entirely concealed by his 


vizor, which was ſurmounted by à large plume 


of ſcarlet and black feathers. Pifty foot-guards 


with Urums and trumpets cloſed the proceſſion, 


| which wheeled off to the right and left to make 
room for the —_—_ 14 we Ain 
CEOS 2 MH As 


tice that” much" offctiied Mun. 
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As ſvon as he approached the gate, he Ropped; 
and the berald advancing, read again the words 
of the challenge. Manfred's eyes were fixed on 
the gigantic. ſword, and he ſcarce ſeemed to at- 
tend to the cartel: But his attention was ſoon 


diverted by a tempeſt of wind that roſe behind 


fim. He turned and beheld the plumes of the 
enchanted helmet agitated in the ſame extraot- 
"__ manner as before, It required. nog 


rence + of circumſtances that ſeemed to announce 
his fate. Vet ſcorning in the preſence of ſtran- 


gers to betray the courage he had always mani- 


feſted, he ſaid boldly, Sir Knight, whoever. 
thou art, I bid thee welcome. If thou art of 
mortal mould, thy valour ſhall meet its equal : : 


| And, if thou art a true Knight, thou wilt ſcorn 


to employ ſorcery to carry thy point. Be theſe 

omens from heaveri or hell, Manfred truſts to 

the righteouſneſs of bis cauſe and to the aid of 

St. Nicholas, who has ever protected his houſe. 

N Sir Knight, and repoſe. ehyſelf. To- 
| H 2 


Morrow 
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morrow thou ſhalt have a fair held; and heaven 
befriend the juſter fide | CONWY TIED. 95 
\ The Knight made no reply, but des 
was condudted by Manfred to, the great hall «f 
the caſtle. As they traverſed, the court, the, 


Knight ſtopped to gaze at the miraculous caſque; 
and kneeling down, ſeemed to pray inwardly 


for ſome minutes. Riling, he made a ſign to. 
the Prince to lead on. As ſoon as they entered 
the hall, Manfred propoſed to the Rranger to, 
diſarm, but the Knight ſhook his head in token 


of irbfulal. Sir Knight, ſaid Manfred, this is 
not courteous ; but by my good faith I will not 
croſs, thee ; nor ſhalt thou have cauſe to com. 
plain of the Prince of Otranto. No treachery is 
| deſigned on my part; 1 hope none is intended - 
on thine: Here take my gage: [ giving him 
his ring! your friends and you ſhall enjoy the 
laws of hoſpitality. Reſt here, until refreſhments | 
are brought: I will but give orders for the ac- 


commodation of your train, and return to you. 


The three Knights bowed as accepting his cour- 


teſy. | 


173 


ih. " Manſy 'd directed the firanger' 8 tine 10 


be conducted to an adjacent boſpiral, founded 
by the Princeſs Hippolita for the reception of 
pilgrims. As they made the circuit of the court. 
to return towards the gate, the gigantic ſword 


burſt from the ſupporters, and falling to the 
ground. oppoſite to the helmet, remained im- 


moveable. Manfred almoſt hardened to preter- 


natural appearances, ſurmounted the ſhock of 


this new prodigy; and returning to the hall, 
where by this time the feaſt was ready, he i Ts 
vited his ſilent gueſts to take their places. Man- 


fred, however ill his heart was at eaſe, endea- 


voured to inſpire the company with mirth. He 
put ſeveral queſtions to them, but was anſwered 
ly by ſigns. They raiſed their vizors but 


ſufficiently to feed themſelves, and that ſpar='« 
ingly.  Sirs, faid the Prince, ye are the fiſt 
gueſts I ever treated within theſe walls, who 


ſeortied. to hold any intercourſe with me: Nor 


has it oft been cuſtomary, I ween, for Princes to 
hazard their ſtate and dignity againſt ſtrangers 
H 3 and 
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ak} miites. You ay you come in the name of 
Frederic of V cenza : I have ever heard that he 
allant and courteous Knight; ; nor would 
he, I am bold to ſay, think it ' beneath him to 
mix in fociat converſe with a Prince that is his 
equal, and not unknown by deeds in arms. 
Still . ye are ſilent — well! be it as it may 
by che laws of hoſpitality and chivalry. ye are 
maſters under this roof: Ye ſhall do your plea- 
ſures— but come, give me a goblet of wine; 


ye will nat refuſe to pledge me to the bealths 
of your fair miſtreſſes. The principal Knight 
ſighed and croſſed himſelf, and was riſing from 
the board —Sir Knight, ſaid Manfred, what 
faid was but in ſport : I ſhall conſtrain: you in 
nothing : Uſe your good liking. Since mirth 
is not your mood, let us be ſad. Buſineſs may 
hit your fancies better: Let us withdraw; and 
: hear if what 1 have to unfold, may be better 
: reliſhed than the vain efforts 1 e made for 
Pur hie axe oy IS 
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» Manfred then conducting the. three Knights 
into an inner chamber, ſhut the daor, and in- 
viting them to be ſeated, began thus, addreſſing 
himſelf to the chief perſonage. blod me J f 
Lou come, Sir Knight, as I underſtand, ir in 
he name of the Marquis of Vicenza, to re: i 
mand the Lady {/abelia his daughter, who, — 
been contracted in the face of holy church to 
my ſon, by the conſent of her legal guardians ; 
and to require me to reſign my dominions to 


pour Lord, who gives himſelf for the neareſt of 


blood to Prince Aſanſo, whole ſoul God reſt! l 1 


hall ſpeak to the latter article of your demande 
firſt. Lou muſt know, your Lord knows, that 
1 enjoy. the, principality of Qtranto from my fa 
ther Don Adanuel, as he received it from his & 


Non 


ther Den Ricardo.  Alfanſs, their predeceſſor, 


dying childleſs in the Holy Land, bequeathed 


his eſtates to my grandiather Den Ricardo, in 


conſideration of his faithful ſervices —u the 
ſtranger ſhook his head Sir Knight, faid Man- 
red warmly, Ricard) was a valiant and upright 


H 4 man; 
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man; | he was a pious man, witneſs his muni- 
gent foundation of the adjoining church and 
two convents. He was peculiarly patronized 
by St. Nichalas — my grandfather was incapable 
—1 fay, Sir, Don Ricardo was incapable—ex- 


<ul me, your interruption has diſordered me. 
—1 venerate the memcry of my grandfather 
well! Sirs, he held this eſtate; he held it by 
his. good ſword and by the favour of St. Nicholas 


—ſo did. my father; and fo, Sirs, weill I, come 
what come will ——but Frovlaris, your Lord, i 


neareſt in blood —I have conſented to put my 
title to the iſſue of the ſword—does that imply 
a vitious title?—I might have aſked, where is 
Frederic your Lord? Report ſpeaks. him dead in 
captivity. You ſay, your actions ſay, he lives 
I queſtion it not —I might, Sirs, Imight—but 

I do not. Other Princes would bid Frederic 
take his inheritance by force, if he can: They 
would not ſtake their dignity on a ſingle com- 


bat: They would not ſubmit it to the deciſion 


of unknown mutes perde me, Gentlemen, 
] am 


* 


105 ] 
Jam too warm: But ſuppoſe yourſelves in my g 
dtuation: As ye are ſtout Knights, Would it 
not move your choler to have your on and the "0 
honour of your anceſtors called in queſtion ?= 
but to the point. Ve require me to deliver up 
me Lady Iſabella— Sirs, I muſt aſk if ye hs 
auth6fized to receive her? Phe Kni ght nodded. 
Receive her — continued Man ed; well! you 


* 


are authorized to receive her —— but, gentle 


| Knight, may I aſk if you have full powers? 
| Fhe Knight nodded, *Tis well: Said Man- 
fred: Then hear what I have to offer — ye ſee, 
Gentlemen, before you the moſt unhappy of 
men! he began to weep] afford me your com- 
paſſions 1 am intitled to it: Indeed 1 am. | 
1 Know, I have loſt my only hope, my Joy, | . 
we ſupport of my houſe Cmrad died yeſter | 
| morning. The Knights diſcovered ſigns of fut- 
c priſe. | Ves, Sirs, fate has diſpoſed of my ſon. 
l/ebella is at liberty — Do you then reſtore her? 
| cried the chief Knight, breaking ſilence. Af- 
g tord me your patience: Said Mor ed. I rcqoice 


to 
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40: find; by this teſtimony of your good. vil 
that this matter may be adjuſted without: blood, 
17 ig no intereſt of mine dictates what little! 
Have farther to ſay. Ve behold in me 2 man 
diſguſted with the world: The loſs of, my ſon 
has wenned me from earthly. cares. Power and 
' greatneſs have no longer any charms in my 
| Eyes.” ob: wiſhed to tranſmit the. ſcepter 1 had 
received from my anceſtors with honour to my 
fon — but that is over! Life itſelf is ſo indiffe- 
rent to me, that I accepted your defiance with 
Joy: A good Knight cannot go to the grave 
with more ſatisſaction than when falling in his 
-Facation. Whatever is the will of heaven, I 
fubmit ; for alas! Sirs, I am a man of many 
or rows. Manfred is no object of envy— but 
no doubt you are acquainted with my ſtory. 


The Knight made ſigns of ignorance, and 


ſeemed curious to have Manfred proceed. Is it 
poſſible, Sirs, continued the Prince, that my 
Rory ſhould be a ſecret to you? have you heard 
-pathiog relating to me and the Princeſs Hits 
Ir lita? 


EE & wo ©. © . 2 a> 
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. gh 1s. MOU think me ambitions 2 Ab- 


many years have been @ prey to all the hell of 


cotiſcĩettious ſeruples - but I weary your pati- 


ende: I will be brief. Know then, that I have 


long been troubled in mind on my union with 
i Princeſs "Hippoliia, — Oh!] Sirs, if ye were 

quainted with that excellent woman I if yo 
he that I adore her like a miſtreſs; aud 
cheriſh her as à ſriend but man was net hom 
ſor -perfe&t happineſs ! ſhe ſhares wy ſcruples, 
and with her conſent I have brought chis mat- 
ter before the church, for we are related within 
the forbidden degrees. I expect every hour the 
definitive ſentence that muſt ſeparate us for ever 
II am-ſure you feel for me I ſee you do 
pardon theſe tears! The Knights gazed on each 
other, wondering where this would end. Mau- 


fied continued. The death of my ſon betiding 


while my ſoul was under this . thought 
of 


are 
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of nothing but refighing my dominions, and re- 
tiring for ever from the ſight of mankind. My 
only difficulty was to fix on a ſucceſſor, who 
would be tender of my people, and to difpoſe 
of the Lady Iſabella, who is dear to me as my 
own blood. I was willing to reftore the. line 
of 'fIfonſs, even in his moſt diftant kindred: 
And though, pardon me, I am ſatisfied it was 
his will that Ricardo's lineage ſhould take place 
of his own relations; yet where was I to ſearch 
for thoſe relations? I knew of none but Frederic 


your Lord; he was a captive to the infidels, or 


dead; and were he living, and at home, would 


he quit the flouriſhing ſtate of Vicenza for the 
mconfiderable principality of Otranto? If he 


would not, could I bear the thought of ſeeing a 


hafd unfeeling Viceroy ſet over my poor faithful 


people ?—for, Sirs, I love my pecple, and thank 


keaven am beloved by them——but ye will aſk, 


whither tends this long diſcourſe ? briefly then, 


thus, Sirs. Heaven in your arrival ſeems to point 


out a remedy for theſe difficulties and my misfor- 


tunes, The Lady 7/alela is at liberty; I ſhall ſoon 
| be 


[ 209 ] 
be. ſo—1 would ſubmit to any thing for * 
of my people —were it not the beſt, the only 


way to extinguiſh the feuds between our ſami- 


lies, if I was to take the Lady {/abella to wits, 
Abu ſtart — but though Hippolita's virtues will : 


ever be dear to me, E Prince muſt not conſider 
vinſelf ; he is born for bis people. A ſervant. 
at that inftant entering the chamber apprized 


Uanſred that Jerome and ſeveral of his brethren 
demanded immediate acceſs to him. 


The Prince, provoked at this inkinapinna | 
and fearing that the Friar would diicover to the 
ſtrangers that Jſabella had taken ſanctuary, was, 
going. to forbid Fereme's entrance. But recollect- 
Ing that he was certainly arrived to notify the 
Princeſs's return, Manfred began to excuſe him- 
ſelf to the Knights for leaving them for a few, 
moments, but was prevented by the arrival of. 
the Friars. Manfred angrily reprimanded them 
for their intruſion, and would have forced them 
back from the chamber; but Jerome was tog 


much agitated to be repulſed, He declared aloud, 
= the 


[ 230 ] 

the flight of Jſalulla, with proteſlations of his 
un innocence. Marfred diſtracted at the news, 
and not leſs at its coming to the knowledge of 
the ſtrangers, uttered nothing but incoherent 
ſentences; now upbraiding the Friar, now apolo- 
gizing-to the Knights, earneſt to know what was 
become of -Zabe!la,. yet equally. afraid of their 

wing, impatient to purſue her, yet dreading 
to have them join in the purſuit. He offered 
to diſpateh meſſengers in queſt of her,. but 
che chief Knight no longer keeping ſilence, re- 


proached Manfred in bitter terms for his dark | 


and ambiguous dealing, and demanded the caule 
of Tfabelia's firſt abſence from the caſtle, Man- 
fed, caſting a ftern look at Jerome, implying a 
command of ſilence, pretended that on Conrad 
death he had placed her in ſanctuary until he 
could determine how to diſpoſe of her. Jrromt, 
who trembled for his ſon's liſe, did not dare con- 


tradict this falſhood, but one of his brethren. 


not under the fame anxiety, declared frankly 
mat ſhe had fled to their church in the preceding 


22112 | night. 
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Night: The Prince in vain endeavoured te ſtop 
this difeovery; which overwhelmed him win 
mared at the contradiftions he heard, and 
mörs than half perſuaded that Aonſted had ſe- 
ated the Prineeſs, notwitkſtanding tie cons | 
dern he expreſſed at her flight, ruſhing to tho 
door; ſaid, thou traitor-Printe ] Zabellaſhall-be 
found. Manfred endeavoured to hold him, 
bet the other Knighes aſſiſting their comrade, 
he broke from the Prince, and haſtened into 
the court, demanding his attendants« Manfred Janfreu 
ding it vain to divert him from the purſuits 
offered to accompany him; and ſummoning his 
tendants, and taking Jerome and ſome of the 
Fnars to guide them, they iſſued from the caſtie 
Manjred- privately giving orders, to have the 
Knigpt's company ſecured, while to the Knight 
he affected to diſpatch' a ang to ** 
their aſſiſtance. 

The company had no ſooner an he. 2 
eg than Matilde, who felt berſelf deeply iu- 
tereſted 
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tereſted ſor the young peaſant, ſince ſhe hag 
ſeen him condemned to death.Jin the hall, and 
whole thoughts had been taken up with concert: 
ing meaſures to fave him, was informed by ſomt 
of the ſemale attendants that Manfred had dif. 
patched all his men various ways in purſuit of 
fabelia. » He had in his hurry given this order 

in general terms, not meaning to extend it to 
be guard he had ſet upon Theodore, but forget- 
ting it. The domeſtics, officious to obey ſo 


peremptory a Prince, and urged by their own 


curioſity and love of novelty to join in any pre- 
cipitate chace, had to a man left the caſtle, 


Hatilda diſengag ing herſelf from her women, 


ſtole up to the black tower, and unbolting the 
door, preſented herſelf to the aſtoniſhed Theodore. 
Young man, faid the, though filial duty, and 
womanly modeſty. condemn the ſtep I am tak- 


ing, yet holy charity, ſurmounting all other 


ties, juſtifies this act. Fly; the doors of thy: 
priſon are open: My father and his domeſtics 
are abſent; but they may ſoon return: Ee cone 
114 1 in 
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in fafety ; and may the angels of heaven direct 
thy courſe ! Thou art ſurely one of thoſe an- 
gels! ſaid the enraptured Theodore: None but a 
bleſſed faint could ſpeak, could act could 
look like thee may I not know the name of 
my divine protectreſs! methought thou namedſt 
thy father: Is it poſſible! can Manfred s blood 
feel holy pity ?—lovely lady, thou anſwereſt 
not——but how art thou here thyſelf ? why 
doſt thou neglect thy own ſafety, and waſte a 
thought on a wretch like Theodore ? let us fly 
together: The life thou beſtoweſt ſhall be de- 
dicated to thy defence. Alas! thou miſtakeſt; 
aid Matilda ſighing: I am Manfred's daughter, 
but no dangers await me. Arhazement ! ſaid 
The:d:re : But laſt night I bleſſed myſelf for 
yielding thee the ſervice thy oracious compaſſion 
ſo charitably returns me now. Still thou art in 
an error; ſaid the Princeſs; but this is no time 
for explanation. Fly, virtuous youth; while it 
is in my power to fave thee: Should my father 
return, thou and I both ſhould indeed have 
© _ ' cauſe 


be! 14 


cauſe to temble. How ! ſaid There ; think. 
eſt thou, charming maid, that I. WIll accept 
of life at the hazard; of aught calamitous to 


these? , better. I endured à thouſand, deaths, 


. run ng. riſk, {aid AAatilg, but by, thy de. 

lay. Depart; it Sannpt, be, known, that L af- 

| ſiſted thy fligbt. Swear by the ſaints. aboye, 

| aid Theodore that thou, canſt not he ſuſpected; 

8 elle here I vow, to await whatever can befal me. 
| Oh!] chou art too generous 3 ſaid Matilda ;, but 

| xeſt aſſured that no ſuſpicion gan alight on me. 


Aduoſt not deceive me, ſaid Theodore; and let me 
| bathe, it with, the warm tears of gratitude, —— 
ſarbear; ſaid the Princeſs ; this muſt not be. 
Alas! ſaid Theodore, I have never known but ca- 
Jamity until this hour perhaps ſhall never kænoy 


of boly gratitude: Tis my ſoul would print 
its, effuſions on thy hand. Forbear,, and be 
gone: Said Aatilvg —How would 1/abella ap- 
prove of ſeeing: . at my feet ? Who is Ile. 


_Gipe me thy, beauteous hand in token that thou | 


other fortune again: Suffer the chaſte, raptures 
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ellas? fald the young man with ſurprize. Ah 
me! 1 feat, ſald the Princeſs, I am ſerving a 
deceitful one !—haſt thou forgot thy cutioſity 
this morning? Thy looks, thy actions, all thy 
beauteous ſelf ſeems an emanation of divinity, 
faid Theodie, but thy words are dark and myſte- 
ridus,. = peak, lady; ſpeak to thy ſervant's 
comprehenſion. Thou underſtandeſt but too 
well! faid Matilda: But once more I command 
thee to be gone: Thy blood, which, I may 
preſerve, will be on my head, if I waſte the 
time in vain diſcourſe. I go, lady, ſaid Theo- 
Are, becauſe it is thy will, and becauſe I would 
not bring the grey hairs of my father with ſor- 
row to the grave. Say but, adored lady, that 
nave thy gentle pity.— Stay; ſaid Matilda; I 
will conduct thee to the ſubterraneous vault 
by which Vſabella eſcaped; it will lead thee to 
the church of St. Nicholas, where thou mayſt 
What! ſaid Theodoft, w. s 
it another, and not thy lovely ſelf that I al- 


take ſanctuary.— 


bleed to find the ſubterraneous paſſage? It was 
12 Maid 


1446 


ſaid; Matiidg; but aſk no more: gkil 85 remble, o 


| aphex fill —_ here: *. to the fancy 
tuaries are ſor babes damſels, or fur Frm. 


nals: Thardore's, foul is free from)guilt;! nar 


Will wean the appearance of jt, Give mea 
bord, Badr, and, thy farher, all, enra ha! 


1 peedere ſcorns an ig nominious flight. Kaff 


youth I ſaid Aatiida, thou wouldſt not dare to 
lit chy preſumptuous arm againſt the Prince of 


Ouanis; Not againſt thy father; indeed I dare 
not ſaid Theodore > Excuſe me, lady; IShad 


| forgotten. but could A gaze On thee, and 


remember. thou art ſprung from... the tyrant 
Manfred? _ 
this. moment. my injuries are buried in bliyion. 
Adecp and hollow groan, which, ſeemed to 


but he is thy father, and ſrom 


come from above, ſtartled the Princeſs and 
Thecdore. Grod heaven! we; are overheard! 
faid the Princeſs. T hey liftened ; but perceir- 
ing no farther noiſe, they both concluded it 
ihe, effect of pent- up Vapour : Au d the Prin- 


cels 
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ces ptereding TBendlire foltly, carried him to 
her fither's armory, where equipping! him with 
i Complkte ſaitz lie was conducted by Matilda, 
to“ the poſtern-gate. Avoid the town, faid 
the Princeſs, and all the weſtern ſide of the 
caſtle: »Tis there the ſeatch muſt be mak 
in by Manfred and the ſtrangers: But hie ther 
to*rhe oppoſite quarter. Vonder behind that 
ſoreſt to the kaſt is a chain of rocks, hollowed 7 
ito u Iabyrinth of caverns that reach to the ſea- 
chat. There thou mayſt lie concealed, till thou 
catiſt make ſigns to ſome veſlet to put on ſhore | 
and take thee off. Go! heaven be thy guide! 
and fometimes in thy prayers remember 
Matilda Thebdhre flung himſelf at her feet, and 
ſizing her lily band, which with ftruggles the 
ſuffered - bim to kiſs, he vowed on the earlieft 
opportunity to get himſelf knighted, and fer- 
weh intreated her permiſſion to ſwear himſelf 
eternally her knight- -F*er the Princeſs could 
reply, a clap of thunder was ſuddenly heard, 
that ſhook the ba attlements. The? tore, regardleſs 


Ty af 
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of the tempeſt, would have urged bis ſuit; 
but the Princes, diſmayed, retreated haſtily in- 
to the caſtle, and commanded the youth to be 
gone with an air that would not be diſobeyed. 


He ſighed, and retired, but with eyes fixed on 
the gate, until Malilla cloſing it, put an end to 


an interview, in which the heatts of both had 
drum ſo deeply of a paſſion, which r now 


taſted for the firſt time. 
7 Reodbre went penſively to the convent, to 


acquaint his father with his deliverance. There 


he learned the abſence of Jerome, and the pux- 


ſuit that was making after the lady IJſabella, with 


ſome particulars of whoſe ſtory he now firſt be- 


came acquainted. ' The generous galantry of 


his nature prompted him to wiſh to aſſiſt her; 
but the Monks could tend him no lights to 
gueſs at the route ſhe had taken. He Was not 
tempted to wander far in ſearch of her, ſor the 
idea of Matilda had imprinted itſelf ſo ſttongly 
on His heart, that he could not bear to abſent 
v Sa at much' diſtinite from. her abode, The 


tender- 
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tenderneſs Jerume had 'ekprefied for him con- 


curred to donſirm this reluctance ; and he even 
perſuadedd himſelf that filial affection was the 
chief cauſe of his hovering between the caſtle 
and mon aſtery. Until Jerame f ſhould return 
at night; : Theodore at length determined to re- 
pair to the foreſt that Malilla had pointed out 
to him. Arriving there, he ſought che gloomi- 
| eſt ſhades, as beſt ſuited to the pleaſing me- 
lancholy that reigned in his mind. In this mood 
he roved inſenſibly to the caves which had for, 
merly ſerved as a retreat to hermits, and were 
now, reported round the country to be haunted 
by evil ſpirits. He recollected to have heard this 
tradition; and being of a brave and adventu- 
tous diſpoſition, he willingly indulged. his.cus 
nolity in exploring the ſecret tech of this la- 
byrinth. He had not penetrated far before 
he thought he heard the ſteps of ſome perſon 
who. ſeemed to retreat beſore him. /Tho:dare, 
though, firmly grounded in all ,our, holy faith 
enjoins to be believed, had na apprehenſion 
14 that 
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that good men were abandoned without cauie o 


de malice af the powers of darkheſs. He 


robbers than by thoſe infernal agents who ate 


reported to moleſt and bewilder travellers. He 


hach long burned with impatience to apptove bg 


valour . —dtatving his” ſabre; he marched fe- 
dately onwards,” ill direcking his fteps, as the 
im perfect ruſtling ſound before him led the Way. 
The | ritivur he wore was alike indication to 
the. perſon. who avoided him. Theodore now. 
cdiiviticed that he was not miſtaken, redoubled 

his pace, and evidently gained on the perſon 
that fled, whoſe haſte increaſing, "Theodore came 
up juſt as a4 woman fell breathleſs before him. 
He Had to raiſe her, but her terror was ſo 


great; ſhat he apprehended ſhe would faint in 


b hun. "He uſed every gentle word: to diſpel 


het 588 and aſſured her that far from injur- | 


ing: Be would defend her at the peril of his 
lite he lady recovering her ſpirits from his 
uri demeanour, and gazing on ber p pro- 
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L 
tecton, ſaid, ſure I haue heard that voice: bei 
{dre ! not to my knowledge, replied, 'Theodmes 
unleſs as I conjectuie ou art the lady Z/abelizy 
wercitful heaven 1.cried he, thou art not 
ent in queſt of me, art thou? and iſaying thaſe: 
wards,,ſhe. threw; herſelf, at his feet, and beg 
aght, bim not to deliver, her up,. to. Manſigys, 
To 4anfre!.. eried Theodire—+no, , lady,.. L hays. 
e, already delivered. thee. from. his tyrangya 

and it mall fare hard with me now, but, 1 witty 
| Pace thee. out of che reach of his, daring, 1s, 


it poſſible, ſaid ſhe, that thou ſhouldſt be che 


generous, unknown; whom I met laſt night in 
the vault of the caſtle? ſure thou art not a mary, 
tal, but wy; guardian angel: On my knees ſet. 
me thank hold, gentle Princeſs, ſaid Theadyrey; 
nor demean thyſelf. before, a poor and friend. 

leſs young man. If heaven has ſelected me 
for thy deliverer, it will accompliſh its work, 
and ſtrengthen my arm in thy cauſe— but 


como, lady, we are too near the . of . 


e _ let us ſeek is Aro recehes:, I. 
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can have na tranquillity till J have placed thee 
beyond the reach of danger. Alas! what mean 
you, Fir? faid ſhe. © Though all your; actions 
are noble, though. your ſentiments ſpeak the 


putity of your ſoul; is it fitting that, I ſhould 


accompany you alone into theſe perplexed re. 


treats ? mould we be ſound together, what 


ae? 1 reſpect your virtuous debegey, ſaid, 


Theodore 3 nor do you harbour a fuſpicion that 


wounds, my honouf. 1 meant to conduct you 
dt the moſt private cavity of theſe, rocks, 


_ and then at the hazard of my life to guard 


their entrance againſt every living thing. Be- 


> If , though my wiſhes are not >uiltleſs 6f alpiring, 


know, my foul is dedicated to another ; > and al- 
though a ſudden noiſe prevented 7 bendare 


ſounds, [/abeila! what ho! TJabella! — the 
trembling. Princeſs relapſed into her former 


FL & agony 


, Fould. 2 cenſorigus World think of ty a. 


fides, lady, continued he drawing a deep ſigb, 
beauteous and all perfect as your form is, and 


from proceeding. They ſoon diſtinguiſhed theſe | 


1123 


156ny bf fear. © Theodire endenydured to encou- 


unge her, but in vain,” He aſſured her Re 
would die rather than füffer her to return uttz 
ger 1anfred's power; and begging her to re- 
main concealed, he went forth to eee 
ferſon in Käfch of her from approaching. 

At the mouth of the cavern ' he found an 
armed. night, diſcourſing _ th a peaſant, 
uo aſſured him be bad Teen a lady enter dhe 
paſſes: of the rock. The Knight was prepar- 
ins to ſeek” her, when Theodore, placing him 
ca in his Way, with his word drawn, ſternly 
ſorbad him at his peril to advance. And who 
art thou who dareſt to croſs my way? ſaid the 
Knight haughtity. One who does not dare 
more than he will Serform; faid | Theodore, *F 
ſeek the lady Tjabilla ; ſaid the Knight, and 
underſtand ſhe has taken refuge among theſe! 


rocks: Impede me not, or thou wilt repent” 
having provoked my reſentment. Thy pur- 
poſe 31. as odious, as thy reſentment. is con- 


2 „ ſaid Tieccbre. Return whence thou 
camelt, 
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cumeſt, or we ſhall) ſoon know whoſe reſent- 
ment is moſt terrible. The ſtranger, who was 


the principal Knight that had atrived flom the 


marquis of Vicenzu, had galloped from Mane 
28 he was buſfed in getting information of the 
Prineeſs, and giving various orders to prevent 
her falling into the power of the three Knights. 


Their chief had ſuſpected: Manfred of being pri- 
y do the Princeſs's abſconding; and this inſult 


from a man, who he concluded was ſtationed 
by at Prince to ſecrete her, confirming his 
ſoſpicions, be made no reply, but diſcharging 


a2 blow with his ſabre at Theodpre, would foon 


have removed all obſtruftion, if Theadie, who 


took him for one of Manſsed's captains, and 
who had no ſooner given the provocation than 
prepared to ſupport it, had not received the 
ſtroke on his ſhield. The vilowr that had fo long 
been ſmothered in bis breaſt, broke forth at 
once; be ruſhed impetuouſly on the Knight, 
whole: pride and wrath were not leſs power- 


——— to hardy deeds. The combat was 
++ 


furious, 


{ 286] _ 

fuxigus, but mot long: 7 headere, wounded the 
Knight in three, ſeveral places; andiat laſt, diff. 
ywed bim as. he fainted; with the; loſs; of bloc. 
The..peaſant,) who, had; fled at the firſt, onſets 
hatt given the alarm to ſome, of Manſredis dome ſ 
tigs, WhO. hy his orders were diſperſed through 
the] foreſt in purſuitiof Iſabella. They came up 
ag dhe Knight fell, whom they ſoon diſeovered 
to, be the moble ſtranger - Theadere,! norwichy, 
ſtanding his hatred to Man ed, could not he- 


hold the victory he had gained without emo- 


ons of. pity and generoſity: But he Was 
more touched, When he learned the quality of 
his adverſary, and was informed that he was 


no, retainer, but an enemy of AJanfred, He 
aſſiſted the ſervants of the latter in diſarming 


the Knight, and in endeavouring to ſtaunch the; 
blood that flowed from his wounds. The 
ni gut recovering his ſpeech, ſaid in a faint 
and faltering voice, generous ſoe, we have both 
been in an error: I took thee for an inſtru-⸗ 
ment of the tyrant ; I pereeive thou haſt made 
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the like miſtake—it is too late for excu e —1 
Haint—if- Javelin is at hand—call her —I haye 
Important ſecrets to He is dying! ſaid one 
of the an 3 has nobody a cruciſix about 
them? Andrea, do do thou pray over him —fetch 
ſome water; ſaid Theodore, and pour it down his 
throat, While J haſten to the Princeſs ay 

ing this, he flew" to Zabella, and in few words 
told her modeſtly, that he had been ſo unfortu- 
nate by miſtake as to wound a gentleman from 
her father's court, who wiſhed e'er he died to im- 
part ſomething of conſequence: to her. The 
Princeſs, who had. been tranſported at bearing 
the voice of Theodore as he called to her to come 
ſorth, was aſtoniſned at what ſhe heard. Suffer- 
ing herſelf to be conducted by Threodorey the 


new proof of whoſe valour recalled her viſpert- 
ed ſpirits, ſhe came where the bleeding Kniglit 
lay ſpeechleſs on the ground-but her fears re- 
turned, when ſhe beheld the domeſtics of Man- 
fred. She would again have fled, if T heoapre 
had not made her- obſerve that they Were un- 


BY armed. 


1127 1 

armed, and had not threatened them irh inſtant 
death, if they ſhould dare to ſeize the Princeſs. 
The ſtranger, opening his eyes, and beholding 
a woman, ſa.d—art thou—pray tell me truly 
art, thou ,Jſabella of Vicensa . Lam; ſaidiſhe: 
good. heaven reſtore thee.!—— Then; chou 
men thou Hnid the Knight, ſtrugglingo for 


ute range ſeeſt thy fathe regie me one. 


ch amaſement l hotror ] What de I. hear! 
what do ſceꝗ cried Jabella. My father l= you 
my father! how came you here, Sir? ſot hea- 
vet's ſake ſpeak oh! run for help, or de 
will expire is moſt true, ſaid the wound- 


ed Knight, exerting all his force ; I am Free- 


ric thy father yes, I came to deliver thee 


It will not be — give me a parting Kiſs, and 


take. Sir, ſaid Theodore, do not exhauſt yaur- 


elk: ſuffer us to convey you to the Caltie——- 
to the caſtle! ſaid J/abella; is there no help 
rarer than the caſtle ? would you expoſe, my 
father to the tyrant! if he goes thither, I 


dare not accompany him and yet, can 1 


leave 


- + 
8 ; . 8 "i 7 
3 1 2 be 
* 5 
. 1 


lewe him! my child, ſaid Frederic, it matters 
not for me whither 1 am carried : A few mi- 
but while 
1 have eyes to doat on fg. forſake me not, 
dear IJſabella This brave Knight know not 
who he is, will protect thy innocence— f, 
you Will not abandon my child, will you! Teo. 
thre ſhedding tears over his victim, and vow: 
ing to guard the Princeſs at the expence f 
his life, perſuaded Frederic to ſuffer himſelt to 
de conducted to the caſtle. They placed him 
un {horſe belonging to one of the domeſtics, 
after binding up his wounds as well as they 
were able. Theodore marched by his fide; 
and the afflicted Iſabella, who could not bear 
to quit him, followed mournfully behind. 
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. the. caſtle, than they were met by Hi ippe- 


lin and Matilda, whom Jabella had ſent one of 


proach... The Ladies cauſing Frederi ic to be con- 
veyed into the neareſt chamber, retirgd,. while 
the ſurgeons. examined his wounds. Marille 
bluſhed at ſeeing Theadore and Vabella together; 5 


miſchance, The ſurgeons. ſoon came to ac- 
quaint Hippolita that none of the Marquis's 
wounds were dangerous ; and that he was de- 
ſirous of ſeeing his daughter and the Princeſſes, 
Therdore, under pretence of expreſſing his joy at 
being freed from his apprehenſions of the com- 


bat being fatal to Frederic, could not reſiſt the 
, n 


=; impulſe 


the domeſtics. before to advertiſe. of their ap- 


but endeavoured to conceal it by embracing the 
latter, and condoling with her on her father's 
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impulſe: of following Matilda. Her eyes were 

ſo often caſt down on meeting his, that Habella, 

who regarded Theodore as attentively as he gazed 

on Matilda, ſoon devined who the object way 

that he had told her in the cave engaged his 

affections. While this mute ſeene paſſed, Hip- 

polita demanded of Frederic the cauſe of his hav= 

ing taken that myſterious courſe for reclaiming 
his daughter; and threw in various apologies to 

excuſe her Lord for the match contracted be- 
tween their children, Frederic, however in- 

cenſed againſt Manfred, was not inſenſible to 
the courteſy and benevolence of Hippolita: But 

he was ftill more ſtruck with the lovely form of 
Matilda. Wiſhing to detain them by his bed- 
ſide, he informed Hippolita of his ſtory. He 

told ber, that, while priſoner to the infidels, he 

had dreamed that his daughter, of whom he 
had learned no news ſince his captivity, was 


detained in a caſtle, where ſhe was in danger of 

the moſt; dreadful misfortunes : And that if 
he obtained his liberty, and repaired to a wood 

| near 


* 


[131] 

near Japha, lie would learn more! Alarmed at 
this dream, and incapable of obey ing the di- 
tobtion given by it, his chains became more 
griev ous than ever. But while his thoughts 
wete occupied on the means of obtaining his 
liberty, he received the agreeable news that the 
conſederate Princes, who were warring in Par 
lame, had paid his ranſom. He inſtantly ſet 
out For the wood that had been marked in his 
dream: For three days he and his attendants: 
bad waridered in the foreſt without ſeeing 4 


human form: But on the evening of the third 


tey came to a cell, in which they found a ve- 
nerable hermit in the agonies of death. Apply- 
ing rich cordials, they brought the ſaint- like 
man to his ſpeech. My ſons, ſaid he, I am 
bounden to your charity — but it is in vain—T' 
am going to my eternal reſt yet I die with the 


ſatis faction of performing the will af heaven. 
When firſt 1 repaired to this ſolitude, after ſee- 


ing my country become a prey to unbelievers 
it is alas! above fifty years ſince I was witneſs 
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L 132 
to that dreadful ſcene ! St. Nicholas appea red to 
me, and revealed a ſecret, which he bad me 
never reveal to mortal man, but on my death. 
bed. This is that tremendous hour; atid:ye us | 
no doubt the choſen warriors to whom 1 Was 
ordered to reveal my truſt. Df As fobn as yeh ve 
done the laſt offices to this wretched 'corſe; dig 
under the ſeventh tree on the leſtchand of this 
poor cave, and your pains will On! good 
Þeayen receive my ſoul | With thoſe words the 
devout man breathed bis laſt. By break of day, 
continued Frederic, when we bad committed 
the boly relicks to earth, we dug according to 
direction but what was our aſtoniſhment, 
when about the depth of ſix ſeet we diſcovered 
an enormous fabre — the very weapon yonder 
in the court. On the blade, which was then 
partly out of the ſcabbard, though ſince cloſed 
by our efforts in removing it, were written the 
following lines no; excuſe me, Madatii, 


ur 


forbear to repeat them: I reſpect your ſex and 


. * \ K rank, 


17331 
tank, and would not be guilty of offending ybur 
car with ſounds injurious to ought that is dear to 
vou He pauſed. Hippolita trembled· She did 
not doubt but Frederic was deſtined by heaven 
to accompliſn the fate that ſeemed to teaten 
her houſe, Looking with anxious fondneſs at 
Matilda, a ſilent tear ſtole doun her check: 
But recallecting herſelf, ſhe ſaid 3 proceed, my 
Lord: Heaven does nothing in vain: Mortals 
nuſt receive its divine beheſts with lowlinefs 
aud ſubmiſſion. It is our part to deprecate its 
wrath, or bow to its decrees. Repeat the ſen- 
tene, m Lord; we liſten reſigned; Fyuderit 
was grleved that he had proceeded fo far. Fhe 
dignity and patient firmneſs of Hippolita peries 
trated him with reſpect, and the tender ſilent 
affection with which the Princeſs and her daugh+- 
ter regarded each other, melted him almoſt to 
tears. Vet apprehenſive that his forbearance to 
obey, would be more alarming, be repeated inn 
a faltering and low voice the following lines: 


; 

Si, 44. XN =p. 
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M bers eier a caſſus that fuits-this feverd is fownd, 
M iib Perili is thy daughter compa ſs A round. W358 

| "RPGs alone can eee d Ak 33m 

e __ a long . Prince's ese 

What! is there in theſs lines, nos, 
tiently, that affects theſe Princeſſes ?. Why were 
they to be ſhocked by a myſterious delicacy, 
that has o little ſoundation? Vour words are 
Trude; young man, ſaid the Marquis; and tho 
fortune has favoured you once my honoured 
Lord, ſaid Iſabella, who reſented Theodore's 
"warmth, which ſhe perceived was dictated by 
© his ſentiments for Matilda, diſeompoſe not your- 
© felf for the gloſing of a peaſant's ſon: He for- 
gets the reverence he owes you; but he is not 
aàccuſto med Iippolita, concerned at the heat 
chat had ariſen, checked Theodore for his bold- 
nes, but with an air acknowledging his zeal ; 
and changing the converſation, demanded of 
"Frederic where he had left her Lord? As the 
Marquis was going to reply,” they heard a noiſe 


without, 


[385 ] 

without, and riſing to (inquire, the cauſe, Man- 
fred, | Jerome, and part of the troop, who had 
met an imperfect rumour of what bad happened, 
entered the chamber. Manfred advanced haſtily 
towards Frederic's bed to condole with him on 
his misfortune, and to learn the circumſtances 
of the combat, when ſtarting in an, agony of 
terror and amazement, he cried, Ha ydhat art 
thou? thou dead ful ſpectre! is my, hour come? 
2+ m deareſt, gracious Lord, cried 0 Hi ppolita, 
claſping him in her arms, what is it you ſee ? 
why do you fix your eye-balls thus! — What 
| cried Manfred breathleſs—doſt thou ſee nothing, 

 Hippolita? is this ghaſtly phantom ſent to me 
alone—to me, who did not for mercy's 
ſweeteſt ſelf, my Lord, ſaid Hippolita, reſume | 
your ſoul, command your reaſon, There i is 


none here, but us, your friends — what is not 
that Aſenſo? cried Manfred: Doſt thou not ſee 
him? can it be my brain's delirium — This l 


my Lord, ſaid n z this is Wotan the 


GPS ES 


* 
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tend biel mournfblly, and ſtrixiig his fores 
Fead - head or phantom, be has unhinged 
ther foul of Nanfred.-but how comes he hete?. 
and ho comes he in armour f? I believe he went 
in *feafch” of TabIle's Said Tippen. Of I 
l fad Manfred, relapſing into rage=iyes, 
Jes, Ahat is not doubtful- but how did he 
eſcape from durance in which T left him? wes 
it Jebel, or this bypocritical oldoFriar; that 
ptöcurell his enlargement? and would a parent 
b&erfininat, my Lord, ſaid Theatre, if he me- 
fa the deliverance of his child 2+ Jerome 


amazed to hear himſelf in a manner accuſed by 


BY ſon, and without foundation, knew not 
hat to think. He could not comprehend, 
| how Theidere had eſcaped, how he came to be 
armed,” and to encounter Frederic. Still he 
would not venture to afk any queſtions that 
8 might tend to inflame Manfred's wrath againſt 
his fon. "Ferinic's filence convinced Manſral 
chat le had Contrived TBeochre's releaſe and is 
it ths, thou ungrateſut old man, faid the Prince 
+1 addreſſing 


co 


8 


= 8 


[1371] 
adde ung hanſolf to the Friar, that thou res. 
payeſt mine and Hippolita's bounties ? And not 
content wich. traverſing my heart's neareſt wiſhes, 
thou, armeſt thy baſtard, and bringeſt him into 
my own caſtle to inſult me l. My. Lord, ſaid 
Theodares: you Wrong my father ** Nor he nor 71 
are capable; of, harbouring A thought, againſt 
your peace. Is it infolence, thus to ſurtendet 
mytelf to your Highneſo's pleaſure,? added hes 
laying] his ſword reſpectfully at Manfreds feet. 


Behold! my boſom; ſtrike, my Lord, if on 


ſuſpect that a diſſoyal thought, is lodged there, 


Ihere is not a ſentiment engraven on my heart, 


that does not venerate you and yours. The 
gtace and fervour with which Theodore uttered 
theſe! words, intereſted every perſon. preſent 
in his favour. - Even Manuſied was touched 
vet ſtill poſſaſſed with his reſemblance to A.. 
_ his admiration was daſhed with ſecret hor- 

- Riſe. ſaid he; thy life is not my preſent 
ee tell me thy hiſtory, and how 
thou cameſt connected with thay old traitor pig 


ras 


1 138] 


aſſiſtance: My ſtory is very brief. I was car- 
:ried atcfive years of age to eee mo- 


coaſt ob day. > the died of which in lee chen 


L | 


the tears guſhed from Ferome's 


eyes, on whoſe countenance a thouſand anxious 
Faſfions ſtood expreſſed. Beſore ſhe died, con- 


the ſon of the Count Falconara—it is moſt true, 


aid Jerome; 1 am that wretched father—again | 
J erjoin thee filence : ſaid Manfred : Proceed. | 


E-remained in flavery, ſaid Theodore,” until within 
theſe two years, when attending on my maſter 


in his cruizes, I was delivered by a Chriſtian 


veſſel, which over-powered the pirate; and diſ- 


covering myſelf to the captain, he generouſſy 
put me on ſhore in Sicih— but alas inſtead 
of finding a father, 1 learned that his eſtate, 

4 | which 


poſtor ! ſaid Manet; I will not have him | 


1 7391 
which» was ſituated on the coaſt, had, during 
his abſence, been laid waſte by the Rover, who 
had carried my mother and me into captivity: 
That his caſtle had been burnt to the ground, 
and that my father on his return had fold what 
remained, and was retired into religion in the 
kingdom of Naples, but where no man could 
inform Me. Deſtitute and friendleſs, {i hopeleſs 
almoſt of attaining the tranſport of a parent's 
embrace; I took the firſt opportunity of ſetting 
fail lor Nophs, from whence, within theſe, ſix 
days, I wandered into this province, ſtill ſup- 
porting myſelf by the labour of my hands; nor 

until yeſter · morn did I believe that heaven had 
reſerved any lot for me but peace of mind and 
contented poverty. This, my Lord, is Ther- 
dre's tory; I am bleſſed beyond my hope in 
finding a father; I am unfortunate beyond my 


deſert-in having incurred your Highneſs's diſ- 
pleaſure. He ceaſed. A murmur of appro- 
bation gently aroſe from the audience. This is 
not all; ſaid Frederic: J am bound in honour 


to 


[249] 


to, add 1 what he ſuppreſſes. Though her is, Mg. 
deft, 1 muſt be generous he is, one, of the 


3 24-450} 


braveſt - yours, on Chriſtian ground. ny 


» 2» 68 


bare 'of kim, 1 will pledge myſelf. for - vera: 
city ; If _what | be reports of himſelf: were not 


7805 he would not 1 u'ter it and for me, you, 
nour a frankneſs which becomes thy, birth, 


Ibs 18 


But ow, and thou didſt offend. me „Vet, the 


be } + 121 


ble blood Which flows i in thy vains, may, well 


, 64 = 0 Uri 


be allowe ed t to boil out, when it has ſo. recently 
traced Tea to. its, ſource. Come, my Lord 


03 1981 


[turoing. to Manfred] if I can Pardon, bim, 
22 you may : It is not the youth's fault, if 
you took him for a ſpectre. This bitter taunt 


galled the ſoul of Manfred. If beings from an · ; 
Al world, replied he haughtily, have power 
| to impreſs my mind with awe, it is, more, than 


living man can do; 3 nor could a firipling's. atm 


3 


has occaſion for, repoſe: Shall we, not leave him 


OF 1d £55: 


to his x teſt? ? Sayi ing this, and taking ſarfred by 
the 


. Lord, interrupted Hippo ita, your gueſt. 


a. 2» 4 tyww we =t =& & : 
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t 
we hand; ſhe” took leave of Free eric, "B41 
the eompany forth. © The Prince, not ey dd 
quit à converſation, which recalled te mind a 
diſcovery He had made of his moſt ſecret ſenſa- 
tions, füffeted "hithiſelf to be conducted to WT 

dn äpärtinert, after permitting Theadre, tho 
der engagedent to return to the ec caſtle on the 
mötrou / [a Condition the young man gladly ac 
cepred] to retire with his father to the convent, 
Matilda and Jabella were too much occupied 
with" their own reflections, and too little con- 


tent with each other, to wiſh for farther con- 


verſe that night. They ſeparated each to hee 


chamber, with more expreſſions of ceremony 


and fewer of affection, than had W between 


them ſince their childhood. 


If they parted with ſmall cordiality, they did 
but meet with greater impatience, as ſoon as the 
ſun was riſen. Their minds were in a ſituation 
that excluded ſleep, and each recollected a thou- 
land queſtions which ſhe wiſhed ſhe had put o 


the other overnight. Matilda reflected that Tas 
| bella 


3 —— * 
- . 2 
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zele had been twice delivered by Theodor? in very 


1 > 4 


he ſhould v 


it was true yet perhaps Matilda might not cor- 
reſpond to his paſſion—ſhe had ever appeared 


inſenſihle to love: All her thoughts were ſet 
on heaven why did I diſſuade her? ſaid: abelk 
to herſelf: I am puniſhed for my generoſity - 
but when did they meet? where? —it ehhndt 3 
be: I have deceived myſelf - perhaps laſt night | 
was the firſt time they ever beheld; ;each Other 


erĩtical ſituations, which ſhe . could not believe 
accidental,” His eyes, it was true; had been fix-" | 
ed on her in PFrederic's chamber; but that migbt 
have been to diſguiſe his paſſion for fabela from 
the: fathers" of both. It were better to clear 
this up She wiſhed to know the truth, leſt 
ig her friend by entertaining a 
paſſion for 1/abella's lover. Thus jealouſy prompt- 
ed, and at the ſame time borrowed an excuſe 
ſrom friendſhip to juſtify its curioſitiy.＋ſ. 

. Tſadella, not leſs reſtleſs, had better founda- 
tion ſor her ſuſpicions. Both Theodere's' tongue 
and eyes had told her his heart was engaged 


bly 
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it muſt he ſome other object that:has prepoſ- 
eſſed- biz .affeRions—<if it is, I, am not ſo un- 

happy, as I thought; if it is not my friend 
Murilda how. can I ſtoop to wiſh for the af - 
ſection of a man, who rudely and unneceſſari- 
ly acquainted i-me with his 10 erence? and 
that! at the very moment in which common 
courteſy demanded at leaſt expreſſions of eivir 
lity. IT. Will go to my dear AAatilda, who will. 
confirm me in this becoming pride man hs. 
falſe—T will adviſe with her on taking the veil : 
She- will rejoice to find me in this diſpoſition; 

and Iwill aequaint her that I no longer oppoſe 
ber inclination for the cloyſter. In this frame 
of mind, and determined to open her heart en- 

urely to Matilda, ſhe went to that Princeſs's- 
chamber, whom ſhe found already drefled, and 
leaning. penſively on her arm. This attitude, ſo 
correſpondent to what ſhe felt herſelf, revived 
[ſabella's ſuſpicions, and deſtroyed the confidence 
ſhe had purpoſed to place in her friend. They 

bluſhed at meeting, and were too much no- 


vices 


| and demanded of Jebelte me cauſe of * 
| r the latter, who had almoſt forgotten 


| 7's paſſion, ſo entirely was the — | 
8 by her own, concluding that Muri. 
| cafioned the events of the preceding evening, 


replied, Martelli brou ght word to the convent “ 
that your mother was dead—oh ! faid Matias 
interrupting her, Bianca has explained that miſ- 1 
take to me : on ſeeing me faint, ſhe cried out, 

the Princeſs is dead! and Martelli who had come | 
for the uſual dole to the caſtle and what made 
you faint ? ſaid Vabella, indifferent to the reft. | 
Matilda bluſhed, and ſtammered—my father— } 
he was fitting i in judgment on a” criminal 
what criminal? ſaid 1/abella eagerly—a young | 
man; ſaid Matilda] believe--I think it was that | 
young man that—what, Theodore ? ſaid T/abelte. | 
Yes; 3 anſwered ſhe ; I never ſaw him before; 

1 45 not know how he had offended my fa 
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the r=-but as he. N of ſervice to you, # 
an glad my Lord has pardoned him—ſer ed 
* SM Iſabella 3. do you — 


my does not think I am i nd. —— 10 
lial tenderneſs as not to reſent the boldneſs. of 
mat audacious youth, and that it is impoſſible 
ſor me ever to fee] any affection for one wha 
dared to lift his arm againſt the author of 
my being. No, Matilda, my heart abhors him ; 3 
and if you ill retain the ftiendſhip for me that 
jou have vowed from your infancy, you will 


deteſt a man who has been on the point of 
making me miſerable for ever. Matilda held 
down her head, and replied; I hope my dear- 
eſt Labella does not doubt her Matilda's friend- 
ſhip : . I never beheld that youth until yeſterday ; 
de is almoſt a ſtranger to me: But as the ſur- 
geons have pronounced your father out of dan- 
ger, you ought not to harbour uncharitable re- 
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V ſentment againſt one, who Jam perſuaded did 
Do. know the Marquis Was related to you. 
. You, plead his cauſe. very, pathetically, ſaid Iſa- 
am miſtaken, or he returns your charity. What 
mean you? ſaid Aarilla. Nothing: Said J- 
: lla, repenting that ſhe had given Matilda a hint 
af { Theadare's inclination for her. Then chang- 
ing the diſcourſe, ſhe aſked Matilda what occa- 
ſioned Manfred to take Theodore for a ſpectre ? 
Bleſs me, faid Matifda, did not you obſerve 
his extreme reſemblance to the portrait of A.- 
fare in the gallery ? I took notice of it to Bianca 
even before 1 ſaw him in armour ;- but with the 
helmet on, he is the very image of that picture. 
Ido not much obſerve pictures; faid Iſabella: 
Much leſs have I examined this young man ſo 
attentively as you ſeem to have done —ah 
Atatilda, your heart is in danger hut let me 
warn you as a ſriend—he has owned to me that 
he is in love z it cannot be with you, for yeſ- 
zerday was the tuft time you ever met — was | 
. 1 it 


r 
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1 
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it not f certainly: replied Nuiiluæ; but why 
does my deareſt Tſabella conclude from any thing 
I have ſaid, that ſhe pauſed - then ebntinuing; 


de ſa you firſt, and I am far from having the 


vanity to think that my little portio of charms 


could engage a heart devoted to you==may you 
be happy," T/abella, whatever is the fate of Ma- 
mila My lovely friend, ſaid Jabeila, whoſe 
. heart was too honeſt to reſiſt a kind expreſſi · 
on, it is you that Theodore admires; 1 faw It; 
l am perſuaded of it; nor ſhall a thought of my 
own happineſs ſuffer me to interfere with yours. 
This frankneſs drew tears from the gentle Ma- 
tilde; and jealouſy that for a moment had raifed 
a edolneſs between theſe amiable maidens, ſoon 
gave way to the natural ſincerity and candor 
of their fouls. Each confeſſed to the other the 
impreſſion that Theodore had made on her; and 
this confidence was followed by a ſtruggle of 
generoſity, each inſiſting on yielding her claim 
to her friend. At length, the dignity of Iſabel. 
la's virtue reminding her of the preference which 

L 2 Theodor” 
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Theodore had almoſt declared for her rival, made 
her determine to conquer her paſſion, and cede 

the beloved object to her friend. | 
During this conteſt of amity, Hippolita enter- 
| ed her daughter's chamber. Madam, ſaid the 
to Jebel, you have fo pet tenderneſs. for 
Matilda, and intereſt yourſelf ſo kindly ; in what- 
ever affects our wretched houſe, that [ can have 
no ſecrets with my child, which are not pro- 
per for you to hear. The Princeſſes were All 
attention and anxiety. Know then, Madam, 
continued Hippolita, and you, my deareſt Ma- 
tilda, that being convinced by all the events of 
theſe, two laſt ominous days, that heaven pur- 
poſes the ſceptre of Otranto ſhould paſs from 
Marfi ed's hands into thoſe of the Marquis Fre- 
deric, J have been perhaps inſpired with the 
thought of averting our total deſtruction by the 
union of our rival houſes. With this view I 
have been. propoſing to Manfred my Lord to ten- 
der this dear, dear child to Freder:c your | father 
me to lord Frederic] cried Matilda——good | hea- 
vens ! 
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vens I my gracious mother—and have you nam- 
ed it to my father ? . have; : Said Hr ippalita 
He liftened benignly to my propoſal, and is 
gone to break it to the Marquis. Ah! wretch- 
ed Princeſs | [ cried Iſabella ; what haſt thou done 


what ruin has thy inadvertent goodneſs been pre- 
paring for thyſelf, for me, and for Matilda! 


Ruin from me to you and to my child! ſaid 
Hippolita 1 what can this mean? Alas! faid 
Jjabella, the purity of your own heart prevents 
your ſeeing the depravity of others. Manfred, 
your Lord, that impious man——hold; ſaid 
Hi ppolita, you muſt not in my preſence, young 
lady, mention Manfred with diſreſpect: He is 
my lord and huſband, and—will not long be fo, 
ſaid Iſabella, if his wicked purpoſes can be carried 
into execution. This language amazes me; 
faid Hippolita, | Your feeling, Iſabella, is warm; 
but until this hour 1 never knew it betray you 
into intemperance. | W hat deed of Manfred au- 
thorizes you to treat him as a 'murderer, an 
alkalin? Thou virtuous, and too credulous Prin- 
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ceſs J replied Tſabella; it is not thy life he ainis 
at—it tis to ſeparate himſelf from the! 10 di- 
vörce thee! to — to divorce me! to "divorce 
my mother! cried Hippolita and Matilda at once 
—yes ; faid Tabella ; and to Compleat his crime, 
he medi tates I cannot ſpeak it! What can 
 Turpaſs what thou haſt already uttered? ſuid 
M Aa. FHimolius was Glent. Grief choaked 
her perth; and the recollection of Manfreds 
late ambigudus diſcourſes confirmed what ſhe 
Heard.” Excellent, dear Lady! Madam ! Mo- 
ther! "cried 7abellz, flinging herſelf at Hip- 
palita's feet in a tranſport of paſſion; truſt me, 
believe me, J will die a thouſand deaths ſooner 
"than conſent to injure you, than yield to ſo odiqus 
Hoh [—This i is too much ! cried Hippolita : 
What crimes does one crime ſuggeſt! riſe, dear 
Zauala; 1 do not doubt your virtue. Oh! Ma- 
: ae, this ſtroke is too heavy for thee! weep 
not, n my child; and not a murmur, [ charge 
bee. Remember, he is thy father Aill ! but 


you are my mother too; ſaid Matilda We 
and 


11511 


and yon are virtuous, you are guiltleſp . Oh. 
muſt not I, muſt not 1 complain? You. muſt 
not: Said Higpolita—come, all willyet be well. 
Manfred, in the agony. for the loſs of thy bro- 
ther, knew not what he ſaid: perhaps {/abella 
miſunderſtood him : His heart is good—and, 
my child, thou knowelt not all! There is a 
deſtiny hangs over us; the hand of Providence 
is ſtretched. out Oh! could I but fave. thee 
ſrom the wreck !——yes, continued the in a 
firmer tone; perhaps the factifice of myſelf may 
atone for all—I will go and offer myſelf to this 
divorce—it boots not what becomes of me. 11 
will withdraw into the neighbouring monaſtery, 
and waſte the remainder of life in prayers and 
tears for my child and — the Prince! Thou 
art as much too good for this world, ſaid Jg. 
bella, as Manfred is execrable—but think not, 


-— that thy weakneſs ſhall determine for 


I ſwear, hear me all ye angels—ſtop, 1 
—f.— thee ; cried Hippolita: Remember thou 
doſt not depend on thyſelf ; thou haſt a father 
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my facher is too pivus,' too. noble; interrupted 
ſhould he command it; can a father enjoin a 
curſed act! I was contracted to the ſon? can 
Lwed the father !——no, Madam, no; force 

ſhould not drag me to Manjred's: hated bed. I 
loath him, I abhor him: Divine and human 
laws forbid and my friend; my deareſt A. 
'tilda A π)Ud I wound her tender foul by injuring 
her adored mother? my own mother -I never 
have known another Oh I ſhe is the mother of 

both . eried Matillla: Can we, can we, Jas. 

Bella, adore her too much? My lovely children, Pi 
ſaid the touched Hippolita, your tenderneſs over- h; 
powers me—but I muſt-not give way to it, It n. 

s not ours to make election for ourſelves: Hea» pe 
ven, our fathers, and our huſbands muſt decide bt 
for us. Have patience until you kear what at 
Manfred and Frederic have determined. If the» v 

Marquis accepts Matilda's | hand, I know.. ſhe] WM f 
Lwill readily. obey. Heaven may interpoſe and 
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food of ſpeechleſs tears but no anſwer 
me not, my daughter: I muſt not hear a wrd 
againſt the pleaſure of thy father. Ohl. doubt 
not my obedience, my dreadful obedience to him 
and to yoh! ſaid Matilda. But can I, moſt re. 
ſpectad of women, can I experience all this ten- 
dene ſs, this world af goodnefs, and conceal a 
thought from the beſt of mothers? What art 
thou going to utter? ſaid J/abella trembling. 
Recollect thyſelf, Matilag. No, Iſabella, ſaid 
the Princeſs, I ſhould not deſerve this incom 
parable parent, if the inmoſt receſſes of my ſoul 
harboured a thought without her permiſſion - 
nay, I have offended her; I have ſuffered a 
paſſion to enter my heart without her avowal—- 
but here 1 diſclaim it; here I vow. to heaven 
and her My child! my child! ſaid! Hippoliia, 
what words are theſe ! what new calamities has f 
fate in ſtore for us Thou, a paſſion! Thou 
in this hour of deſtruction— Oh! I ſee all my 
guilt! ſaid Mutilda. I abhor myſelf, if I cot 
521 my 
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have on earth—oht' Iwill never, never behold 


him more Iſabella, ſaid Hippolite, thou art con- 


ſcious to this unhappy ſecret, Whatever - it is. 
Speak — what! cried Matilda, have J ſo for- 
feited my mother's love, that ſhe will not per- 


ed, wretched Matilda ! Thou art too cruel; 
faid' Iſabella to Hippolita : Canſt thou'behold this | 
anguiſh of a virtuous mind, and not commiſe- 
rate it? Not pity my child ſaid Hippolita, 
catching Matilda in her arms Oh! I know 
ſhe is good, ſhe is all virtue, all tenderneſs, 
and duty. I do forgive thee, my excellent, my ; 
only hope ! The Princefles then revealed to 
Nippolia their mutual inclination for Theodore, 
and the purpoſe of 7/abella to reſign him to Ma- 
tilla. Hippolita blamed their imprudence, and 
ſhewed them the improbability that either father | 


would conſent to beſtow his heireſs on ſo poor | 


2 man, though nobly born. Some comſort it | 
gave her to find their paſſion of fo recent a date, 


and 


L 155] 
ind that Tieodure had had but little canſe to-ſuſ- 
pet it in either. She ſtrictly enjoined: them to 
woid all correfpondence with him. This M. 
lila fervently promiſed: But Jabella, who flat- 
tered herſelf that ſhe meant no more than to 
promote his union with her friend, could not 
determine to avoid him; and made no reply. I 
will go to the convent, ſaid Hippalita, and or- 
der new . maſles to be ſaid for a deliverance 
from, theſe calamities.— Ohl my mother, ſaid 
Matilda, you mean ta quit us: You mean to 
ſake ſanctuary, and to give my father an oppor- 
tunity of purſuing his fatal intention. Alas 1 
Qn my knees 1 ſupplicate you to forbear——» 
will you leave me a prey to Frederic ? I will 
follow you to the convent—Be at peace, my 
child: ſaid Hippelize + I will return inſtantly, 
vill never abandon thee, until I know it is the 
will of heaven, and for thy benefit. Do not 
deceive me: ſaid Matilda. I will not marry 
Frederic until thou commandeſt it. Alas! What 
| will become of me? Why that exclamation ? 


4 ſaid 
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ab! my mother, replied Matilda, ſtay 


and ſave. me from myſelf. A frown, from 
thee can "> more than all my father's ſeve- 
rity. I have given away my beart, and you 
alone can make me recal it. No more: Said 


Hippelita : 8 thou muſt not relapſe, Metilda., I] 


ean ut Theodore, faid ſhe, but muſt I wed 


1118 4 


another ? let me attend thee to the altar, and 


ſhut myſelf from the world for ever, Thy fate 


> * * 8298 


depends on thy father; faid Hippoſta : 1 have x 
1 beſtowed my tenderneſs, if i it has taught theo 


an A 3 


to revere aught beyond him. Adieu ! my child: 


> 44 


I | go. to p pray for thee, 
N * Hippalita's real purpoſe v was to demand of Fo 


rome, whether in conſcience ſhe might not con- 
ſent to the divorce. She had oft urged 22 


fred” to reſign the principality, which the deli- 


Cay 'of her conſcience rendered an hourly bur- 
then to ber. Theſe ſcruples concurred t to make 
the ſeparation | from her huſband appear Teſs 
N | She 2 dread - 


an 


[ 257 J 
dreadf 1 to her, than it would have eee 
in any other ſituation. 

Jerome, at quitting the caſtle nike, had 
queſtioned 7. keadore ſeverely why he had accuſed 
him” to Manfred of being privy to his eſcape. 
Theadare owned it had been with deſign to pte- 
refit Manfved's ſuſpicion from alighting on Ma- 
ia; and added, the holineſs of Jerome s life 
and character ſecured him from the tyrant's 


* = 1 Y 


wrath. - Ferme was heartily grieved to diſcover 
his for? 8 inclination f for that Princeſs ; ; and leav- 
ing him to. his reſt ; promiſed in the e morning 


to acquaint him with important reaſons for con- 
quering bis paſſion. Theodore, like Iſabella, was 
too recently acquainted with parental authority 
to ſubmit to its deciſions againſt the impulſe of 
bis heart. He had little curiolity to learn the 
Friar 8 reaſons, and leſs diſpoſition to obey 
hem. : The lovely Matilda had made ſtronger 
impreſſions on him than filial affection. All 


right | he pleaſed himſelf with viſions of love; n 


and it was not till late after the morning-office, 
that 


[+58 ] 
that ke reales ah Fria's command to2t. | 
tend him at Alfanſs” tomb. 180 vn | 
Loung man, ſaid e when he . 
this tardineſs does not pleaſe: me. Have a ſa- 
thetr's commands already fo little weight? Th. 
«ere made awkward excufes,” and attributed his 
delay to having overſlept himſelf. And on 
whom were thy dreams employed? faid the 
Filar ſternly. His fon bluſhed. Come, come, 
reſumed the Friar, inconſiderate youth, this 
muſt not be: Eradicate this guilty palhon from 
thy breaſt guilty paſſion! cried Thedbre : Can 
guilt dwell with innocent beauty and virtuous Þ 
modeſty ? It is finful, replied rhe Friat, to che- 
riſh thoſe whom heaven has doomed: to deſtruc- 
tion. A tyrant's race muſt be ſwept from the 
earth to the third and fourth generation. Will | 
heaven viſit the innocent for the crimes of the 
gitilty ? ſaid Theodore. The fair Mail bas 
vittues enough — to undo thee! Interrupted . 
mme. Haſt thou ſo ſoon” forgotten that twice 

ce ſavage Manfred has pronounced thy ſen- 


tence? 


159 ! 
tence? Nor have I forgotten, Sir, ſaid Thes- 
are, that the charity of his daughter delivered 
me from his power. I can forget injuries, but 
never benefits. The injuries thou haſt received 
from Aanfred's race, ſaid the Friar, are beyond 
what thou canſt conceive.— Reply not, but view 
cis holy image! Beneath this marble monu- 
ment reſt the aſhes of the good Aiſenſe ; a 
Prince adorned with every virtue: The father 
of his people] the delight of mankind ! Kneel, 
head ſtrong. boy, and lift, while a father un- 
folds a ſtate of horror, that will expel. every 
ſentiment, from thy foul, but ſenſations of ſa- 
cred vengeance—A/onſo/ much · injured Prince 
let thy unſatisſied ſhade fit awful on the troubled 
air, while theſe trembling lips—ha! who comes 
there? The moft wretched of women! ſaid 
Hippolita, entering the choir. Good Father, 
art; thou at leiſure : but why this kneeling 
youth? what means the horror imprinted on 
each countenance? why at this venerable tomb 
alas] haſt thou feen aught 2... We were pour- 


ing 


16 


Eriar with ſome confuſion, to put an end 0 the 
woes of this 3 province. Join with us; 


Lady] thy. ſpotleſs foul may obtain an enemp- 
tion from. the judgments which the portents.of 
weg Anh. too. ſprabiogls eee 


— — m ron 1 children 
One alas! is taken from me 3 n 


hear me for my poor Matilda! Father ! inter- 
cede for ber Every heart will bleſs her: Cried 


Toe dere. with rapture-—Be. dumb, raſh youth 
= — And thou fond Princeſs. contend 


ppolita : But will he not ſpare 


my 1 muſt Matilda periſh: too? - 


au! Father, I came but diſmiſs thy ſon. No 


car hut thine muſt hear what I have to uttel- 


May 


ing 68 . e ; 


2 the Lord taketh away: Bleſs his holy | 
ang, and ſubmit to his. decreea. Ido moſt 


D © wW 


S$ SS *® I ET © 'S 4 


J. 
* 


X 1 61 1 
May heaven grant thy every wdls molt excel 
Epen then acquainted the Friar with the 
ptopoſu the bad ſuggeſted to Manfred, bis ap- 
probatioir of it, and the tender of Matilda that 
he was gone to make to Fredetic. Jerome could 
pot eondeal his diſſixe of the motion, which he 
covered under pretence of the improbability that 
Predlevic, the neareſt of blood to Alfinſs;, and 
who was come to claim his fueceſſion, would 
yield to an alliance with the uſutper of his right. 
But nothing could equal the perplexity of the 
Friar, when Hippolita confeſſed her "readineſs 
dot to oppoſe the ſeparation, and demanded his 
opinion on the legality of her acquieſcence 41 
The Friar -catched eagerly at her requeſt of his 
advice, and without explaining his averſion ts 


the propoſed Og of Manfred and Iſabella, 
he painted to Hippolita in the moſt alarming 
colours the ſinfulneſs of her conſent. denounced 
1 her if the complied; ant eif- 
M joined 


: 
Ke 
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joined her in che ſevereſt terms to treat any 
fuch 1 with oy mark e ee 
and: refuſal. 8 A Shy Tabs +; 7 \ 10 Jo & 


Aead. in wy mean Atkins Fg his 


n to Frederic, and propoſed the double 
marriage. That weak Prince, Who bad been 
truck with the charms of Matilda, liſtened but 
too engerly to the offer. He forgot his enmity 
to Nan e, whom he ſaw but little hope of 
dapoſſeſfing by force ; and flattering himſelf that 


no iſue might ſucceed from the union of His 


daughter with the Tyrant, he looked upon bis 
oven ſucceſſion to the principality as facilitated 
by wedding Matilda. He made faint oppoſition 
to the propoſal; affecting, for ſorm or. ly, not 
to acquieſce unleſs Hippolita ſhould conſent to 
the divorce. Munſred took that upon himſelf. 
Tranſported with his ſueceſs, and impatient tb 
ſee himfelf in a ſituation to expect ſons, he 
haſtened to his wife's apartment, determined to 
eExtort her compliance. He learned with indig- 
nation that ſhe was abſent at the convent. His 


guilt | 
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guilt ſuggeſted to nim that ſhe had proba- 
bly been informed by Zabella of his purpoſe. 
He doubted whether her retirement to the con- 
vent did not import an intention of remaining 
there; until ſhe could raiſe obſtacles to their 
divorce; andthe ſuſpicions he had already en- 
tertained of Jerame, made him apprehend that 
the Friar would not only traverſe his views, but 
might have inſpired ¶Aippolita with the reſolution 
of taking ſanctuary. Impatient to unravel this 
clue, and to defeat its ſucceſs, Manfred haſtened 
to the convent, and arrived there, as the Friar 
was earneſtly exhorting the Princeſs never to 
yield to the divorce. 

Madam, ſaid Aan ed, what buſineſs drew 
you hither? why did you not await my return 
from the Marquis ? I came to implore a bleſ- 
fing on your councils : Replied Hippolita, My 
councils do not need a Friar's intervention: 
Said Manfred and of all men living is that 
hoary traitor the only one whom you delight to 
ebbrer' with? Profane Prince eee 3.18 
"Tix M 2 it 
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it : at the altar that thou chuſeſt to infult the fer- 
10 18 0 * Jo! 


vants of the Altar ?—but, Manfred, hy i impious 


POSSI are known. Heaven and this virtuous 
Lady know them— 


| TE 


—Nays frown not, Prince. 


ol 4 


The church deſpiſes thy menaces. Her thun- 
ders will be heard above thy wrath. 'Dare'to to 


Proceed in hy curſt purpoſe of a divorce, until 
Ber ſentence be known, and here 1 lance. her 


Avathema at t thy head.  Audacious rebel! 4 fag 


ee 


re FR Friar's words inſpired ti Delt 
thou preſume to threaten thy lawful Prince ? 


Thou art no lawful Prince; ſaid Jerome; 3. thou 
ni: 
art no Prince—go, diſcuſs thy claim with Fre- 
bees 
dic; and when that is done- it is done: : 


Replied Manfred - Frederi ic accepts Matilda's 3 
hand, andi is content to wave his claim, unleſs 
ST Have no male iſue—as he ſpoke thoſe words, 
three drops of blood fell from the noſe of A. 
His ſtatue. Manfred turned pale, and. the 
3 225 funk on her knees. Bebold! ſaid the 
Prior; mark this miraculous $ indication that the 


At 4. e f My ep 
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blood of Fits % will never K on with t that of 
Manfied! ly gracious Lord, g aid  Hypalita 


Man oo My 18 42 


let us ſubmit ourſelves to heaven. | Think not 


918! 


4 


thy ever obedient wife rebels againſt thy : autho- 


rity. Lhave n no will but that of my Lord and 


che church. . To that revere$d_ tribunal let us 
261-425) { 


apply. It does not depend on us to burſt the 
bonds that unite us. It rhe church hall, ap- 


Bis! 450 * 


prove the difſolution of our marriage, be it. ſo 


er 3 17 j 


1 74 have but few years, and thoſe of forrow. to 


4 00 


paſs. Were can they be worn away ſo well 


as at the foot of this altar, in prayers for thine 


UON3 


and Matilda's faſety ? but thou ſhalt not remain 
here until then: Said Manfred. Repair with me 
to the caftle, and there I will advife on the 


. 1 


proper meaſures for a divorce ; —but this med- 
dling Friar comes not thither: My hoſpitable 
roof ſhall never more harbour a traitor and 


for thy Reverence' 8 offspring, continued he, I 


ws 


baniſh him from my dominions. He, I ween, 
is no ſacred perſonage, nor under the proteQion 
of the church. Whoever weds Jſabella, it ſhall 

| M 3 


net 
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| ihe de Father Falotora's ſtarted- up ſon. They 
ſtatt up, ſaid the Friar, who are ſuddenly be- 
beld in the ſeat of lawful Princes; but they 
wither away like the graſs, and their place 


knows them no more. "Manfred. caſting a look 


of ſcorn at the Friar, led Hippolita forth; but 
at the door of the church, whiſpered one of his 


Attendants to remain concealed about the con- 


4 1 
yent, and bring him inſtant notice, if any one 


from che call Oe” W thither. 0 


c {th Ti 
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E VERY reftetion which Manfed made on 
the Friar's behaviour, conſpired to perſuade 
him that Jerome was privy to an amour between 
Iſabella and Theodore; But Jerome's new pre- 
ſumption, ſo diſſonant from his former meek- 
neſs, ſuggeſted {till deeper apprehenſions. The 
Prince even ſuſpected that the Friar depended 


5 


4 4»: 


rival 


on ſome ſecret ſupport from Frederic, whoſe ar- 


[ 


3" 99 
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rival! coineiding with the novel appearance; of 
Theodare ſeemed to beſpeak; a carreſpondence) 
Still more was he troubled with, the reſemblange 
of; Theodore to, Aifonſo's. portrait. The, latter he 
knew: had | unqueſtionably died without ile 
Frederis had conſented to beftow Jalella on him. 

Theſe . contradictions agizated, bis mind. With 
numberleſs pangs. He ſaw but two methods of 
extricating himſelf from his, difficulties. N 
one was to reſign his dominions to the M arguis 


ride, ambition, and his retiance on an- 


V4?! 


cient-prophecies,- which had pointed out a.pol- 


ſibility of his preſerving them to his poſterity, 
combated that thought. The other was to 
Preſs his marriage with {/abeliz. After long ry 
minating on theſe anxious thoughts, as "he 
marched ſilently with ZZippolita to the caſtle, he 
at laſt diſcourſed with that Princeſs on the ſub- 
jet of his diſquiet, and uſed every infinuating 
and plauſible argument to extract her conſent 
to, even her promiſe of promoting the divorce. 
Hippalita needed little perſuaſion to. bend het to 

M 4 his 


1 168 } 
His pleaſure She endeavoured'td win hith Gver 
10 the meaſure of reſigning bis dominions ; but 
finding her exhortations fruitleſd, ſhie aſfured 
him that as faf as her conſeiente would allow, 


me would raiſfe no oppofition to a ſeparation, 
though without better founded ſeruples than 


wat me yet alledged, e not engage to 


pe actiye in demanding i it. 302 10 213991 acl 
This compliance, — 
fuffcient to raiſe Manfreds hopes: He truſted 
that ks power and wealth would eaſily advance 
nis dult at the court of Reme, whither he reſolv- 
_ engage Frederic to take a journey on pur- 
ole. * That Prince had diſcovered ſo much paſ- 
Sar for Matilda, that Manfred hoped to obtain 
all be wiſhed by holding out or withdrawing his 
ee s charms, according as the Marquis 
ſheuld appear more or leſs diſpoſed to co-operate 


in his views. Even the abſence of Frederic 


would be a mgterial point een he e 
om poker meaſures for his 1 510 
en ti 5d 21 /Diſmitking 
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Diſmiſſing Hippalita to her apartment, he te- 
paired to that of the Marquis; but croſſing 
great hal through: which be was to paſs;, ke 
met Bianca. That damſel be knew. was in- tr 
INE of both the young Ladies. It imme- 
diately ogcurtred to him to ſift her on the ſuhject 
of -labalg and Theodore Calling her aſide into 
the receſs of the oriel window of the halls: and 
ſoothing her with many fair words, and Pro- 
miſes, he demanded of her whether, ſhe, knew 
ought, of the ſtate of, {/abells's affections., I. 
my Lord! no, my Lord——yes,. my Jord 
poor Lady] ſhe is wonderfully alarmed about 
her fathzr's wounds; but I tell her he will go 
well, don't, your Highneſs think ſo? Ido not 
alk, you, replied Manfred, what the, thinks abqut 
her father: But you are in her ſecrets: Come, 
be a good girl and tell me; is there any young 
man ha l you underſtand me. Lord bleſs 
me] underſtand your Highneſs, no, not L 1 
told her a ſew vulnerary herbs and repoſe——-1I 
am not talking, replied the Prince impatiently, 


about 


1 71 
abqut ber father: I know be wilde well 
Bleſs me, I rejoice to hear your Highneſs ſay 


o for though I thought it not right to let my 
young Lady — . 


whert-young Ferdinand was ad d by the Ve 
 #lian——Thoucanſwereſt from the point, in- 
_ terrupted: Manfred but here, take this jewel, 
perhaps that may ſix thy attention nay, no re- 
verenees; my favour {ſhall not ſtop here 
come, tell me truly; how ſtands Jabella's heart. 
Well! your Highneſs has ſuch a way! faid 
Bianca to be ſure but can your Highneſs 
keep a ſeeret? if it ſkould ever come out of 
your" Mps—it ſhall: not, it ſhall not: Cried 
| Mfanfred—nay, but ſwear, your 'Highneſs—by 

my halidame, if it ſhould ever be known that 
1 ſaid it why, truth is truth, I do not think 
my Lady Habella ever much affectioned my 


young Lord your Son yet he was a ſweet | 
youth as one ſhould ſee I am fate, if I had 


bech a Princeſs— but bleſs me! I muſt attend 
4 my 


1711 
my Lady Aatilda; ſhe will marvel what is bee 
come of me. ſtay; cried Manfred, thou haſt 
not ſatisfied my queſtion. Haſt thou ever car- 
ried any meſſage, any letter I! good gra- 


cious! cried Bianca; I carry a letter I would 


not to be a Queen. I hope your Highneſs 
inks, though I am poor, I am; honeſt — did 
your Highiſeſs never hear what: Count A 
offered me, when he came a wooing to my 
Lady MAatilaa? I have not leiſure, ſaid. Man- 
fred, to liſten to thy tales. 1 do not queſtion 
thy honeſly : But it is thy duty to conceal no- 
thing from me. How long has Lalla been 
acquainted with Theodore © Nay, there is no- 
thing can eſcape your Highneſs ! ſaid Hianca 
not that I know any thing of the matter T- 
dore, to be ſure, is a proper young man, and, 
as. my Lady Matilda ſays, the very image of 
good Aifanſo: Has not your Highneſs remarked 
it? yes, yes, — no thou tortureſt me: Said 
Manfred: Where did they meet ? when —— 
who!! My Lady Aalilda? ſaid Biarca. No. 

| no, 


[ #2 ] 

tor hot Aatilda + Jfabella'; when did J, Jails 
ff become acquainted: with this TUN Pas 
gi Mary ſaid Bianca, how” mould 19 now ? 
Thou doſt know; ſaid Manfred; and T ft ut 
know; I will- 
jeatous” of young Theodore? aid Biatica ek 

us J no, no: Why ſhould 1 be Zea ous 7— 2 
perdaps I mean to unite them if + were 15 
Ft would have no piglets cht 
nite © no, I'H warrant her; faid Branca; "he 
3s as comely a youth as ever trod on Chftiſtia 
ground: We are all in love with him, bre 
not a ſoul in the caſtle, but would be rejoi iced 


to have him for our Prince——-T mean, Ui 


it ſhall pleaſe heaven to call your Highneſs to 
ifelf —indeed ! ſaid Manfred ; has it gone 0 


far oh! this curſed Friar !-——but 1 muſt 101 | 
loſe time go, Bianca, attend Iſabella ; ; but I 


charge thee, not a word of what has "paſſed. 
Find out how the is affected towards Theodore - 
bring me good news, and that ring has a com- 
panion. Wait at the foot of the winding ſtair- 


por caſe: 


Lord! your Highiic Sis not 


1531 


talks farthet with thee at my tetun. n 
| Manfred, after ſome general cofverfitiony 
deſired; Frederic, to diſmiſs the tuo nights h 
companions, having to talk with him on urgent 
affairs. As ſoon; as they were alone, he begant 
in artfyl. guiſe to ſound the Matquis on the 


ubject o of Aatilda; and finding him diſpoſed ta 


his wich, he let drop hints on the difficulties 
that would attend the celebration of their mar- 
rages cunteſs— at that inſtant Bianaa burſt iuta 


the rgom with a wildneſs in her look and. gel- 


tures that ſpoke. the utmoſt terror. 'Oh ! m 


Lord, my. Lord! cried the; we are all undones 
it is come again! it is come again! What us 
come again? cried Manfred amazed — oh! de 
hand! the Giant! the hand !—ſupport: mel, # 


DI s 

am terrified out of my ſenſes : Cried Bianca, I 
will not Hleep i in the caſtle to-night; where ſhall 

1807 my things may come after me to- Mort 

row—would I had been content to wWed Frame 

wfco.! this Comes of ambition! What has tœr- 


rinet 


Ti 
miicd-thee thus, young woman ? ſaid the Mat- 
quis: Thou art ſaſe here; be not alarmed. 
Qh l. your Greatneſs is wonderſul good, ſaid 
Biancas but I dare not no, pray; let me go 


I had rather leave every thing behind me; than 


ay another hour under this roof. Gb to, chou 
haſt loſt thy ſenſes: Said Z/@nfted. Interrupt 
us not g we were communing on impo 
matters. my Lord, this wenc h is ſubject to firs 
„come with me, Bianca. oh 1 the Saints 
no, faid Bianca ſor certain it comes to warn 
your. Highneſs; why ſhould it appear to me 
elſe ? I ſay my hours morning and evening — 
ch l if your Highneſs had believed Diego “ Tis 
the ſame hand that he ſaw the foot to in the 
gallery- chamber F ather Jereme has often told 
us the prophecy would be out one of theſe days 
Bianca, ſaid he, mark my words——thou 


raveſt : ſaid Manfred in a rage; be gone, and 


keep theſe fooleries to ſrighten thy companions 
hat! my Lord, cried Bianca, do you think 


I have ſeen nothing ? go to the foot of the | 


great 


tant 


ns) 
great ſtairs yourſelf——as I live I ſaw it) S 
what d tell us, fair maid; what thou haſt ſoen: 
Said Frederic. Can your Highneſs liſten, aid 
Manfred, to the delirium of a filly wench, h 
bas heard ſtories of apparitions until ſhe believes 
tem? This is more than fancy, ſaid the Mat- 
quis 3: her terror is too natural and too ſtrongly 
impreſſed tobe the work of imagination. Tell 
W, fair maiden, what it is has moved thee thus. 
Ves, my Lord, thank your Greatneſs z ſaid 
Bianca I believe I look very pale; I ſhall be 
better hen I have recovered myſelf I was 
gaing to my Lady {/abella's chamber by his 
HighneG's Order —— We do. Want the circum- 
ſtances 3 interrupted Manfred Since his High- 
nefs will have it fo, proceed; but be brief. 
Lord your Highneſs thwarts one ſo! replied 


Bianca -I fear my hair am ſure I never iu 


my liſe— well! as I was telling your Greatneſs, 
I was going by his Highneſs's order to my Lady 
Tjabeila's chamber: She lies in the watchet- 
coloured chamber, on the right-hand, one pair 
| of 


wenck never come to the point? what imports 


78 
Wen 88 ber I chro! the Febt Ras 


Ewas Ieeking on his Highneſs's preſent here 
* me patience ! ſaid Manfred, will chis 


it to the Marquis, that 1 gave the #'bawdtefor 
yy faithful attendance on my Yaughter ? we 


IE: rating 2 armour; for all the woild 
a clatter, as Diego ſays he heard when the 
ed him about in the gallery-chambet 
s ſhe mean, my Lord ! ſaid the Mar- 
rais* is your caſtle haunted by giants and gob- 


2 cried Bianca. I maryel his Highneſs 
has not told you may hap you do not know 
were is a prophecy— This trifling is intolerable; 

errupted fred. Let us diſmiſs this filly 
Wetich, my Lord? w dave more important 


er 2 affairs 


= F £24428 


kus ? Lord! what, has not your Greatneſs 
bear the ſtory of the Giant in the gallery. 
TRanber 


»” 
yu 


(w7]l 
gather Mane E ſaid F 


rf — may it pleaſe your Great: 
neſs : Said Rind. He ſays this moon will not 
be out — ſeeing ſome ſtrange reyc 
lution. For my part 1 ſhould not be urpri 
if it was to. happen to-morrow; for, as 
ſaying, when J heard the elattering of armow 
I was all in a cold ſweat—l looked up, And, if 
your Greatneſs will believe me, I ſaw upon the 
uppermoſt baniſter of the great amn 
armour as big, as big —I thought Lf 
ſwooned——l never ſtopped until I came biker 
would I were well out of this caſtlel My 
Lady Matilda told me but yeſter-morning tha 
her Highneſs Hippolita knows ſomething Thou 
art an inſolent ! cried Manfred--Lord Marquis, it 
much miſgives. me that this ſcene is concerted 
to affront me. Are my own domeſtics ſubarned 
to W tales injurious to my honqur? Purſue 
ä | your 


n — — b——$ 4 + 


1 | 328 
your claim by manly daring 1 or © vn bury oh 


feuds, as. was Propoled, by the. intermarriage 
of our children : : But, truſt me, it ul becomes 
a Prin ince of Jour bearing to > pradiee on mefce- 
455 er ſcorn your imputation 3. faid 
Frederi : until this bour 1 neyer let eyes on \ thi is 


damkel : Uh pc tern rel n Lord, 


my 4 .ord, „Nur conſcience, your guile Sen uſes, 


You, and voulg t throw the ſuſpicion on me. 


Di 57100 3 


but keep your daughter, and think no mor 


1 88 I 2 


Jibdla: The Judgments already fallen on Jamon, 


houſe forbid x: my matching into . 


714 I E n T5 view) 


Manfred alarmed at the reſolute tone ein which 
Frederic delivered theſe words, endeaygured to. 


pacify bim.  Diſmiſiog Bianco, he mage Tuch, 
ibmilfions tothe Marquis and threw in ſuch i 


JV 93d 


artful encomiums on Matilda, \ that Frederic, 


91199 2 * 291150111 


Was once more ſtaggered. However, as bis, 
paſſion. was of fo recent 2 date, it could, not 
at once ſurmount the ſcruples he had conceived; I Cd. 
He had gathered enough from Bianco diſcourſe i 
to pechuade him that heaven declared itſelf againſt 


913 i 216 lieg ein 


222 


in 
3 * 1 . * 


# 
: AY 
Yo 
7; 
By 
3 
pl. 
5 
— 
N 
7 
2 3 
ZI 
2 
N. 
Ws 
& 
9 
IJ 
> 
* 
15 
As 
"= 
ww, 
G4 
At 
OT 
WE. 1 
** 
5 
8 
8 
Þ 
A 
FE 
4 
XI 
LS 
Pe 
= 
1 
3 
"> 
wy 
8 
8 
. 
* 
1 5 
r 
25 
No 
£1 
88 
TE 
9 
=. 
8 
— IT 
2 F 
9 
5 3 
N 
* 
— 
1 3 
W 
3 
N 
3 
3 
Pens 
2 
3 
2 
be.) 
e's 
* 
* 
ve 
Tad 
PL 
4 
N 
x 
% 
72 
5 


ra 
[ 179 1 
FL 1 FIT, 2 0 i} [Fi <Q lle TOY 
Na Manfrid. The propoſ poſed marriages too removed 


Klin e e 


— to a diſtance 3 3 And the pony, of 


FA Sw 3 © 


— end ＋ it with Ale. San 


1 


he would not abſolutely recede from his engage: 


2 3 25 1 133 13 8 
md 85 ; but purpoſing to gain time, * demand- 


9 red, "if it was true in tac that (Ku. 


= 6 ag d'to\ the divorce. 11 Tne nde 


— III 0 ed 13 {bv of FLY 7 1e * bg 4 * o 
tranſported to find no other obſtacle, and de- 
0 Mom ga Aid en £2 wor 3224 11uG 


pu ing on bis influence over his wiſe, aſſured 
the Marg = it was fo, arid that he might. fa-, 

tisfy himſelf of the truth from her own mouth. 
11 6 they were thus diſcourfing, word Was. 


brought that the banquet was prepared. Man- ; 


Hau N 


they were received by  Hippolita and the young, 


DSP. 


fred dende Frederic to the great ball, where. 


Plinceſles, ” Manfred placed the Marquis! next to 
Matilda, and ſeated himſelf between his viſe . 


and" Veel.  Hippolita comported herſelf with an 


WY gravity ; ; but the young Ladies were ſilent | 


THU 


and melancholy. Manfred, who was determin- 


Aus: 4; : 
* to o purſue his point with the Marquis in the 


rn 


N 2 remain» 
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"remainder of the evening, puſhed on the feaſt 
ue ie waxed late; affecting unreſtrained gaiety, 
pa plyi ng ederic with repeated goblets of 
wine. The latter, more upbn his guard than 
"Manfret wiſhed, declined his: frequent chal- 
lenges, on pretenee of his late loſs of blobd; 
Shnle the Prince, to raiſe his on diſordered 


E As * 
1 
Y 22 


ſpirits, and to counterfeit unconcerny indulged 


himſelt in plentiful draughts, though not to the 
intoxication of his ſenſes. [lib ds 
1-11 The! evening being far advanced, the banquet 
„roöncluded. Manfred would have withdrawn 
" With" Frederic ; but the latter pleading, weak- 
nes” and want of repoſe, retired to his cham- 
| ber, e galantly telling the Prince, that his daugh- 


bald attend him. Manfred accepted the party, 
and to the no ſmall grief of Jabella accompanied 
her to her apartment. Matilda waited: on her 
molber to enjoy the freſhneſs of _ eveping 
on eee of the: cnſtie. Jaibul⸗ 
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ber ſhould amuſe bis Highneſs until himſelf 
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1481 [] 
Soon as the!\company., were, diſperſed. their 


ſever ſeveral ways, 75 Frederic,” quitting bis. chamber, 
— if | Hippoliza was alone, and, was told 


by one of her attendants, who, had. not noticed 
ber. going; e that at that hour ſhe, eee 


8 ber. 5 Fare 


'theurepaſt! had beheld Adatilda- with, increaſe. of 


paſſiond. He now wiſhed to find Hippalilg in 
the diſpoſition her Lord had promiſed. The 
portents that had alarmed him, were forgotten 
in his deſi tes. Stealing ſoſtly and unobſerved 
to the Apartment of Hippolita, he entered it with 
4 feſolution to encourage her acquieſcence, to 
the divorce, having perceived that Adanfred was 
reſolved io make the poſſeſſion of Hſabella an 
unalterable condition, before he would a 
- Matilda"to his wiſhes. 


The Marquis was not. . at che Sun | 


that reigned i in the Princeſs's apartment. ne” 

cluding her, as he had” been advertized, 

ker oratory, he paſſed on. The door was a- 
2 jar; 


„ 
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#1 the evening, gloomy and. overcat, , Puſh. 
== the door, gently, he fay.;a, perjon 
kneeling before che altar. As he, approached 
 Hearery, it ſeemed not a woman, hut one ing a 
a . werd, whoſe, back, was. toyrards 
bim. The, perſen ſeemed abſorbed in prayer, 
The Marcus was about to return, When, the 
faure rig. ſtood ſome moments fixed in 
megitat jon, without regarding him. The Mer. 


quis, expecting the holy perſon to come forth; 
and meaning to excuſe his uncivil interruꝑtion, 


lite — 5 Hipelius "2 "raed, a h 


low voice? 


and, then. the — n Park round, dif 


covered ta 4 Frederic the fleſhleſs, j jaws and empty 


kat | a.ſkeieton, wrapt in a hermit's cowl, | 


Angels of grace, protect me !, cried Fredeic.res 
coiling. Deſerve their protection] ſaid the 
Spectre. Frederic falling on bis knees, adjured the 
Phantom to take pity, on him, Poſt thou not 


ſaid, reyerend. Father, I ſought the Lady Hip- 


Til] 
te wood of pe Art thou that"holy Her- 
7. cried Fritkric' trembling << Ca 1 do 
ought” for thy eternal peace? Wan thou 
delivered from bondage, ſaid the ſpeckte, to 
purſue carnal delichts? Haſt thöu forgotten the 
batied: ſubte; and the beheſt of Heaven En- 
Slvbd" en ef 1 have bat, 1 habe not; 
Rid Fredeie=iiibut fay, bleſt ſpirit, whats 


ceny ertind to te? what tettialtis"to" be "done? 


To forget men 7 faid the \apparit6n 1 — and 
vanifhead. ee e 
Fyederics "Ore fore in his v veins. Fo e 
minutes he remained motionleſs. Then falling 
proſtrate on his face before the altar, be be- 


ſought the intercel on of every faint” for pardon: E 


& bod of tears ſucceeded to this tranſport ; 280 
the image of the beauteous Matilda ruſting in 
ſpite"of him on his thoughts, be lay on "the 
ground in a conflict of penitence and paſſion: 
Der he could recover from this Agony of his 
ſpiritsy" the Princeſs Hippolita with a taper” in 
wer hand entered the oratory alone. Seeing a 
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on on the floor, heco gave a 


ſhriek, ba him dead. Her flight brought 
Nederit to himſelf. Riſing ſuddenly; his. face 


her prelence j but Hippelite ſtopping him, con- 


jureũchim in the moſt plaintive accents: to ex- 
plain the cauſe of his difordery/}andbyjowbat 
ſtrange chance ſhe had found him there in that 


pollure. Ah virtuous Princeſs l. ſaid the Mar- 


quis, penetrated with grief and ſtoppedi. For 


the love of Heaven, my Lord, ſaid Hippolita, 


diſchoſe the cauſe af this tranſport l what mea; | 


theſe! doleful ſounds, this alarming .exclama+ 


in ſtore for .the wretched  Hippalita 7, . yet 


blent.}—by. every pitying angel, I adjure thee, 
noble Prince, continued ſhe falling at his feet, 
to diſcloſe the purport of what lies at thy heart 


I. ſee thou ſeeleſt for me; thou feeleſt the ſharp] 
pangs that thou inflicteſtſpeak ſor pity | — 
does ought thou knoweſt concern my child ? — 
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I cangot ſpeale: cried Fredertescburking, frogs 
her - Oh Uni l {besb mid gnibutano> , Aol 
Quitting che Princes thus abruptlys 
haſteneditorhis on apartment. At the door 
it the was'accolted' by Aanfned, who fluſhed by 
wine and love had come to ſeeł him, and to 
propoſe to waſte ſame hours of the night in muſic 
tion / ſo⸗ diſſonant from the mood af his: cult 
paſhed him rudely aſide, and entering his cham- 
ber flung the door intemperately agaiuſt Man- 
freu, and bolted it inwards. The haughty 


Prinee, enraged at this . unaccountable behas 


viour;” withdrew in a frame of mind capable 
of the” moſt fatal © exceſſes.” As he eroſſed the 
cbürt, he was met by the domeſtic whom h 


had planted at the convent as à ſpy 6h r | 


and Theodore. This man, almoſt breathlels with 
' H&'Yalte he had made, informed his Lord, that 
Thesdeb and Tome lady from the caſtſe were a 
that inftant in private conference at the tomb or 
Alfonſo in St. Nicholas's church. He had dogged 

| Theodore 
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 Flyoderothither, but the gloc enn 

dad prevented tis deere herd 

| Was a 15 2 mor "2% Sled Þ bones duch pod! 

| © Adaxfred, whoſe ſpiries were inf med, ard 
jjabeile had driven from her mg 

——— with too little Yeſerve, id hot 


doubt hut the inquietude ſhe had expreſſedg had 


deen occalioned-by her impatience to meet es- 
dne, Frovoked by this conjectute; and enrag- 
at her father, he haſtened ſecretiy to the 
gat church. Gliding ſoitly between the iſles, 
and guided by an imperfect gleam of mobn · 
ige that ſhone faintly through the illuminat- 
Ne he ſtole towards the tomb of A. 

a to which he was directed by indiſtinct 
pms of the perfons he ſought. The firſt 
n he could. diſtinguiſn weren Docs it 
depend on me? Manfred. will neyer per- 
i; our union No, this ſhall prevent it] 
plunging. 16, over her ſhoulder into the boſom of 
me erſon tet poke ah! me, IL am lain 


ock cried 
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La 
cried. Mailda-finking good heaven: 'receivemy 
ſoub l, Savage, inhuman -monſter l what huaſt 
thou done! cried Theodore, ruſhing on him, and 
wrenching his dagger from him —— Stop, top 
chy i impious hand 4 cried Matilda; it is my fa · 
ther l. | Manfred waking as from a trance, beat 
his-breaſt,- twiſted his hands in his locks, and 
endet voured to recover his dagger from Theodart 
to diſpatch himſelf. Theodore ſcarce leſs diſtracted, 
and only maſtering the tranſports of his grief to 
affiſt Adatilau, had now by his èries drawn ſome 
of the monks to his aid. While part of chem 
endeavoured in concert with the affficted heb 
dire to ſtop the blood of the dying Princeſs, 
the reſt — n from a Vole 
hands on himſelf. * e n 
Aarilda reſigning herſelf Fetengy to her fader 
acknowledged with looks of grateful love tie 
zeal of Theodore; Vet oft as her faintneſs would 
permit her ſpeech its way, ſhe begged the af 
ſiſtants to comfort her father. Jerome by this 
time had learnt the fatal news, and reached the 


*. 
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chutohi: His locks- ſbeme d to reproachiThegdate.: 
| hut turning to AAamred, he ſaid; now) tyrant“ 
behdldthe completion of oe fulfilled! on thy im- 
pibus and devoted head! The blood of Alfons 
cried to heaven for vengeance; and heaven has 
peiminted: its altar to be polluted by aſſaſſnation, 
that thou mighteſt ſhed thy own blood at the foot 
of thatiPrince's ſepulchre ! Cruel man E cried 
Malia to aggtavate the woes of a parent 
may beaven bleſs my father, and forgiue him 
%, My Lord, my gracious Sire, doſt thou 
forgive: thy child ? indeed I came not hither to 
meet Theodere-- I found him praying at this tomb, 
whither-my-mother ſent me to intercede for thee, 
for iher——deareft father, bleſs your child, and 
fay you forgive - her—forgive -thee! murde rous 
monſter | cried Manfred. — can aſſaſſins forgive? 
Mook thee'for Iſabella; but heaven directed my 
bloody hand to the heart of my child! oh 
Mati ua I cannot utter it canſt thou forgive 
the blindneſs. of my. rage! Jcan, Ido land 
tity heaven confum it! ſaid Aulilla but 
24: while 


19 
hne Thiwe Hfe to, aſk it Oh |» y mother 
what will ſhe! feel. ill you dontforti her my 
Bord if wilt>you not put her a-wayd- indeedſhe 
Joves. your=oh ! I am faint i beat me: tauthe 


zaſtte—=<can Iclive to have her cloſe my eyes? 
Thendbra and the monks beſought her earneſtiy 
xo ſuffer hierfelf to be born into: the convent] 
but her iunſtances were ſo preſſing to be carriett to 
the caſtle; that placing her on a litter the c 
veyed her thither as ſhe requeſted. Theodare ſup: 
potting) her head with his arm, and hanging 
ver her in an agony of deſpairing love, ſtill en: 
deavouted to inſpire her with hopes of life; Ja: 
rome on the other fide. comforted her with dis- 
courſes of heaven, and holding a crucifix before 
her, which ſhe bathed with innocent tears, pre: 
pared her for her paſſage, to immortality. Man: 
fred plunged i in the deepeſt affliction, folkd 
the litter in deſpair.  ._ A le 
Eier they reached the caſtle, Hingalaay.. in- 
W the dreadſ ul cataſtrophe, had flown to 
meet her murdered child: but when. ſhe ſaw 
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: effion; the mightinels of 10 
go deprive her of het ſenſes," andthe felt itte. 
oon. Hul ad Fre- 

eas: ber, were di 
amol equal ſorrow: / Atnilts alone Bene i 
her owt — ns 
Inter to ſtop, as foon * Efes ae F 5 


tolherſelf, ſhe aſked? for her fathbr- He a on 


 profichied; unable to ſpeak. "Maida ſeizing kx 
MIB ad her mother's; locked them in her own, 
ad- then clafped them to her heart. 2 
could Hot fupport this act of pathetic pie He 


Dear 


the ſe ſtrug 9 


fred to be borne to his apartment, While we 


cauſed Matilda to be conveyed to the neareſt 
chamber. Hippolita, ſcarce more aliye than * 
dabghiter, was regardleſs of every hing but Ber? 


but whery the tender Vabella's cate woild have 
227k 7 | l:kewiſe 


ante HimelF'0 on 1 the 4 * l & curſed the” 48 


Jes of ay were more chan A < 
could Tupport, took upon herſelf t to order Min- : 


1192 1 
likewiſe removed. ber, while the ſurgeons exas: 
L Ag Merle owounds ihe gried, | remove me! 
n ever!. 1 Wet but in bers, and will en 
pire With her. Matilda raiſed her eyes at het 
mother's, voice, but. cloſed them, again wizhout 
ſpeaking: Her ſinking pulſe and, the. damp cold- 
neſs of her hand ſoon. diſpelled all hopes of zeean! 
ven Tran followed. the, ſurgeons into che 
outer chamber, and heard them pronoun: che 
Fatal ſentence wich a tranſport.cqual to ſrenayr- 
Since ſhe cannot liye mine, cried he, at leaſt ſhe. 
Wal de mine i in death Father! Jerome {1 win 
vo not join YL ur hands f cried. he to the Fri Tr 
who with the Marquis had accompanied the fur... 
geons. What means thy diſtracted raſhneſs ? 
faig Joey Ws, ; is this an hour for marriage! It TY 


Ss ST > BY 


jert 


Youpg, man, won art pry ae, ed; faid Fre 
dere © doſt thou think we are to liſlen to thy 
fond, tranſports in this hour of fate? what pre- 
| tenſions haſt thou to the Princeſs ? Thoſe of a 
Prince faid © 71 dire; of the veſeien af Quran, 3 


r e „ 8 


This reverend man, my father, has informed me 
who I am. Thou raveſt: ſaid the Marquis: 
neee de d vt api? tow) 
| Manfred by murder, by ſacrilegious murder, has 
forfeited all pretenſions. My Lord, ſaid Jerome, 
aſſuming an air of command, he tells you true. 
2 not. my purpoſe the ſecret ould barg 
deen divu Iged ſo ſoon; but fate preſſes onward 
to its work. What his hot headed paſfion has 
revealed, my tongue confirms. Know, Prince, 


that when A Ufenſo ſet fail for the Holy, 21 
16 nz 3 eaſc for explanations ? cried "A 
Father, come and unite me to the Points ; the 
ſhall be mine—in every other thing I will duti- 
fully obey you. My life ! my adored Matilda! 
cantinüed Theodore, ruſhing back into the inner 
chamber, will you not be mine? will you not 
_ 2 bleſs» your ——-./abella made ſigus to him to be 
ſilent, apprehending the Princeſs was near her 
end. What is ſhe dead ? cried Theodore; is it 
poſſible? The violence of his exclamations 
brought Marille to herſelf.  Liking up _ eyes, 


A the 
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gaadeskel round ſot her Mother -Laße of, ] 
foul! Lam here: eried Hippolita's think. not 
wilt q qui uit hee! Oh! you are too good ; A 
allo weep not for me, my mother! I. 
J am going where forrow never dwells—Iſabella, 
hon balt loved; me z/ wot thou not ſupply my 
fondneſs 4 to this, dear, dear woman? indeed 30 
am faint l. Ohl my child! my child. ſaid Hip- 
lita in a floo of tears, can I not withhold thee a 
moment lt will not be; ſaid Matilda—come 
mend me to heaven where is my father? for- 
give-him,- deareſt mother —— forgive him my 
death; it was an error— Oh! I had forgotten 
deareſt mother, I vowed never to ſee Theodore | 
more—perhaps that has drawn-down this calay - 
mity- but it was not intentional——can your” 
pardon me! — Oh! wound not my agonizing 
foul ! !! faid Hippolita ; thou never couldſt offend. 
me—alas/l, ſhe. faints ! help! help!—I would 
ſay ſomething more, ſaid Matilda ſtruggling, dut N 
it wonnot be Iſabella Theodore for 1 my 
ſake— Oh !—ſhe expired. Iſabella and her wo- 
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thmestenee Geſtruction to alf wd atteniptkd te 
| tihore Hit rent n. ne pied athvuhd fe 


nor that defpalritig Io cor dict tei. 
en, in the mean time „ was àctbmpany- 


Tithe afficted Nippolita to her apartment; büt, 


the middle of the court; they were et by 
Bla, who; ditracted with His dn thougttt, 


mid anxious once more to behold bis daughter, 


s adwancing te the chamber Where ſhe lay. 


Mie modn was now at its height, he rend in 


the eountenanets of tis unhappy company the 


Went he dteaded. What! is ſhe dead Pr eried 


ve in wild confuſton a dap of thunder at 
thut inſtant hook the caſtle to its foundations; 
the earth rocked, and the clank of möre than 


mörtal amour was heard behind. Fyenkrie Aid 


Perot thought the laſt day was at hand: The 
Batter, foreing Theodore along with them; thIked 
into the court. Ther moment Thectbre appeared. 


the wals bf che een debind Man 


BW oc ra 


des. 


thrown doprn, wich, a mighty: fort, dab 
form, of Alonſes, dilated to an immenſe magni- 
tarde, appeared in the center of the ruins. Be- 
hold in. Theedere. the true heir of, Aſenſe (. ſaid 
the viſion: And having pronounced thoſe words, 
accompanied by, a clap of thunder, it aſeended 
ſolemnly. towards, heaven, where the clouds 
parting aſunder, the form of St. Nicholat was 
ſeen. and receiving Horſe's ſhade, they were 
ſoon yrapt from mortal eyes in a blaze of glory 


«The beholders fell proſtrate on their faces, 


acknowledging the divine will. The, firſh.that 
broke filence was Hippolita. My Tord, ſaid ſhe 
the deſponding Manfred, behold the vanity 
of human greatneſs | Conrad is gong l. Matilde 
isn more] in Thecdore we view the true Prince 
oↄfOtranio. By what miracle a he is ſo, 1. know 
nt —ſuffice it to us, our doom is pronounced! 

Mall we not, can we but dedicate the few de- 
: plgrable hours we have to live, in deprecating 
the, farther, wrath of heaven ? heaven ejects us 


me can. We fly, but to yon haly. cells | 


no 

hat eto offer ais a retreat i — Thou) guiltlefs 
but unhappy woman * unhappy hy my; primes! 
aeflied Monfrd, my heart at laſt is qpsm to thy 
deyout admonitions. Oh I, could but. it can- 
nat begmye ate loſt in wonder let me at laſt 
Joa juſtice on myſelf! To heap ſhame n my = 
ahead iis all the ſatis faction A have leſt to 
affex to offended heaven. 5 My: ſtory as drawn 
don theſe judgments: Let my conſeſſion atonę 
venbut ah! what can atone for. uſurpation and 
AzMurgered child! a child m urdered ein on- 
kerateds, place] Liſt, Sirs, and may this 
Moody, record be a warning to future tyraſits l- 
alle, ve all know, died -in-the holy dand 
Nee would intertupt me; ye would ſay he 
Fame. not fairly to his end — it is maſt true 
Wbprzelſe this bitter cup which Mauſnad muſi 
qiink to the dregs ] Ricardo, my grandfather, 
Was his chamberlain—I would draw.a veil over 
my anceſtor's crimes.— but it is in vain . Afopſs 
died by poiſon- A fictitious will declaxed/ R3- 
ears his heir. Meme puſued him—yet-be 
*2{- 9 Cw Jott 


T 97 ] 
Jon Ou, n Au.“ I pay che pics of 
ufüfputiont for all! A ſtortm overt him. 
Haunted by his güflt, be vowed: to St. Nicholas 
to found a church and two convents; if he Ied 
to reach Gamo. The ſacriſice was accepted: 
the ſuaint appeared to him in a dream, andtpre- 
miſed that Rizarde's-: poſterity ſhould reign in 
Grranto; until the rightful owner ſhould be 
grew too large to inhabit the eaſtleg and as 
long a8. iffae- male from Ricards's. Joi ſhouts 
remain to enjoy it — Alas Alas I- ner male 
nor female, except myſelf, remains of All ne 
wretched race I have done the wbes Gf 
theſe three days ſpeak the reſt. How this' young 
man can be A. n heir, I. Know not- yet f 
do not doubt it. His are theſe dominions s 1 
keſian them yet I knew; not A ¹ Rad an 
heit] queſtion not the will of heaven Lp 
verty and prayer muſt fill up the woeſul fpats; 


ey 


untiſ: Zanfred ſhall be ſummoned to'Ricardel\ii% 
Ahat remains, is my part to declare; fad 


Jorime. When 4 572% ſet fail for the Holy land, 
1 04 | | 
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he 


logs ! 


3 dy a ſtorm to he coaſt ob. Sich 
Ind uiher veſſel, which bote Nitarda and his 

tin, as your Tardſoip muſt havd heatd, Was 
— ſeparated ſrom himt It is moſt true: aid dens 
fu; and the title you ge nic is more: than 
am outeaſt cam claim woll ! be it ſo- proceed. 
Nr bluſhed, and continued For: thred 


"There: he became enamoureud af à fait durgin 
uamed Hama. He was too pious ths tempt her 
ton ſorbidden pleaſures. Phey were married. 
Vet deeming this amour incongruous with Ihe 
bal ow of arms by which he was bound; ha 
determined to conceal! their nuptials; until his 
feek und acknowledge her ſor his lawfubavifel 
He deſt her pregnant. During his abſence ſhe 
was delivered of a daughter: But ſcarce had hb 
en mother's pangs; ere ſhe heard: thrülfstal 


riembur of her Lord's death, and checktcholliie 


„ Rum What could à friendleſs, chelplets 
woman do? would her teſtimony avail ? — yet, 


0 
—  end aa uh my a = r 


months Lord Alfonſo was wind- hound ãn Stay. 


= Fang 
my Lord, d have an auchentie without 
gnetde noc; ſuid Manfred the horror f hike 
days, the viſion we have but n ert, all Cr 
 robbrate:thy-evidence beyond a thouſund purcha 
meiits. ati las death and my enpUlfD⁰. 
Bev pod my Lord, faid'>AMigpdivey-this 
holy! man! did not mean to recalſyour pricts, 
Jerome prboeeded. 2344 v0 bio edinom 
I' ſhall hot äwell on what is needleſd. The 
daughter of which Yigeria was deliverdd;* was 
at her maturity beſtowed in marriage on me! 
Viaia died; and the ſeeret remained locked in 
my breaſt; Thecdore's narrative has told the reſt] 
The Friar ceaſed. The diſconſolate com. 
pany? reticed to the remaining part of the caſtle: 
In the morning Manfred. ſigned his abdication 
of the ptincipality, with the approbation f 
religion in che neighbouring convents. Frederic 
offeed his daughter to the new Prince, which 
Hippolitas tenderneſs for Jſabrlla concutred do 
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admit the thought of another love; and it was 
not until after frequent diſcourſes with Jabella of 


his dear Matilda, that he was perſuaded he could 


know no happineſs but in the ſociety of one 55 


with whom be could for ever ind 


8 Ry * ? A 7 
* » 
„ - ; If £8 4528 
i 3. = ” .” 
5 8 be : > of 
123 SF f 
[5 bi 4" 4 % 
4 SEES + . —.— 
. * 
* N e - * 
N 653.4 Wa * i 
* 1 * — 1 © »- WS 2 4 
* 
1 1 8 
. 
> 4 +6 
6 
* * 
_ 5 - 1 * 
4 * 
o * " 
\ 1 4 
- 9 ® * p *. ; 4 
* My — * % * 
FS Lal 
* * % * * * L & & 4 * 
4 , ; 
© A : * 1 — 3 
* 
4 * 
$2.47 k % 4 
27 ” * * ® i s „ N 
8 
* * 5 
7 % 
- * : * 
4 * 
..> 
- * - * 
- 
* 1 5 
# 3 &þ 
of 5 & 4» * * 4 
* 
6 . n 
f - * F 
« 
* 
* 4 * L 


* 


* * 
8 5 1 1 ” | 
= x 
5 ; \ * 
. # 
« . * 
o — * * * 4 
4 "5 
S . 1 
„ 1 « a 1 f 
a 4 * 5 5 
— 2 * * 
; - , 6 
5 _ * 
; : Fg £7 P 8 
A N 4 
1 * * 
3 If , ” « . Þ 
” 94 7 . i — * b 
1 
' % * 
— 4 2 
4 E 
* * . ; 
0 , 0 
_ 5 4 7 . 
* 5 , N 
* 2 4, 4 F 
. - 4 


. £ 
p , £ 
rs. „ | 1 
8 5 2 "x * 891 * 3 R « = s 4 
” . 0 Fl ” _ * 
N 1 
4 + > * 3 . . 
* "TY 9 
a; ? « * 
* o E 4 
. . 
” * *. a 
ſn | > , - i 
* 
w 5 4 % 4 
„ 5 
: 45 . * 4 = 4 
* 4 1 
; * 3 1 
* s > * ; 4 4 5 # 1 f 
7 p > * 
. "gy * as 
a * ** 4 ” 
N 1 2 * 3 ? 
5 * : « 1 . 1 * m * ; 
x ” = 77 
* c 4 8 * 0 * 4 
, ” mo 2 
. * * 
9 . K * 
* 1 * . 1 
55 x - 5 4 O's 
- _ * * 4 4 2 ol 
, ws 5 4 OY . xs aye * 4 * , F 
4 4 Co W * * * 4 _ 5 3 * * e 
2 - w by 8 2 a * = * * "| v - * 
55 5 . 4 * , 8 » 
* - fv — 4 1 
- 


8 3 ; oe” . f F 9 * 1 : * 


* ge * ” . | L 
; { 7 0 3 * Be 
> — — 2 — 
7 - * * * 4 4 - 
"of p 2 * * , 
K * - . 4 G , * : 
2 4, 2 1 P » * * * * 
: Ws * - F * 
o * 2 J « 
7 = . * 9 2 T 4 , 
* 4 % : f 


EC : 2 4 * 4 % 
g : £5 * FEA : 4 
. * 5 * ay 7 f * N = 1 0 : 
. ” . I 5 
7 # - og L's N « . 


\ £ Su x " 
7 4 q 
| * 8 of 1 3 * " 4 — n ” 4 * TY ” 
; Wa = 9 1 % wt ** . 
* 8 ” * + « * 
* 7 2 - : 
| 8 * q K 
„ - . * * 
o - * 
1 * * 4 - 5 of 
3 7 = v 4 , - 
. 4 wp. N 
oY ** * * * 
a by i - * * _- 
” 
o 
* * 
: * if 7 
, - * 
LES 


